
A Thirst for Salvation 
That You May Believe, John 4:1-42 

Introduction 
• The Merriam-Webster online dictionary defines tunnel vision as, “the 

constriction of the visual field resulting in loss of peripheral vision, or 
extreme narrowness of viewpoint as in narrow-mindedness.”  

• When we excited about something or stressed, we can get tunnel vision 
and miss out on important details that lie just outside of our view. 

• Jesus’disciples must have been excited in John 4 - Jesus was baptizing 
more people than John the Baptist and his reputation was growing. 

• Instead of working the crowds & chasing popularity, JC left for Galilee. 
o It took 3 days to walk from Judea to Galilee and the most direct 

route was a ridge road called “the ancient way of the patriarchs.” 
o But most Jews avoided that road because it went through a Samaria. 

§ In 722 B.C. the Assyrians conquered & invaded the northern Kingdom 
of Israel as a consequence for their repeated rebellion towards God. 

§ The Assyrians deported most of the Israelites and then 
repopulated it with conquered peoples from other parts of their 
empire as way to solidity control over the area. 

§ In time, Samaria became a place of religious & ethnic “half-
breeds.” The Jews worshipped their own national identity & 
hated their Samaritan brothers & sisters for losing theirs. 

o Most Jews avoided Samaria, but Jesus surprised his disciples by 
traveling straight through it. 

• At some point, JC & his disciples came to a well outside of the city of Sychar. 
o In his humanity, Jesus was undoubtedly tired, so he rested by the 

well while his disciples went into the city to find some kosher food. 
o While they were gone, Jesus had another conversation that revealed 

more important truths about God’s plan to save the world. 
§ Last week we studied Christ’s nighttime conversation with 

Nicodemus, the curious but clueless teacher of the Jewish law. 
§ Today we’ll look at Christ’s conversation with a nameless 

Samaritan woman during the heat of the day. 
• As their conversation unfolds, we learn that Jesus is the Savior of the 

whole world – not just the ones we know, we like, or that look like us. 
• As JC & the S. woman visit by the well, we learn the whole world includes… 
 
Body 
I.  PEOPLE WHO ARE “BEYOND SAVING” (4:6-9) 

A.  Jesus surprised the Samaritan woman by asking her for drink from the well. 
B.  The Samaritan woman had three strikes against her. 

1.  She was a Samaritan, a group of people despised by the Jews. 
2.  She was a woman and Jewish men never talked to women in 

public, even their wives. 

3.  She was a woman of “questionable character” which is probably why 
she was drawing water from the well long after everyone else had 
gone home. She tried to save as much embarrassment as possible. 

C.  We must push back on the idea that some people are “beyond saving.” 
1.  No one is too far gone, too sinful, or unimportant in God’s eyes.  
2.  We can’t let age, annual income, language, skin color, marital 

status, or even sexual orientation limit our view of salvation. 
3.  “God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, that 

whoever believes in Him, shall not perish, but have eternal life.” (3:16) 
II.  PEOPLE WHO DON’T THINK THEY NEED TO BE SAVED (4:10-14) 

A.  Jesus probed deeper by suggesting she should be asking him for a drink. 
B.  Like Nicodemus, she misunderstood JC’s reference to “living water.” 
C.  She was quick to point out her religious connection to Jacob the 

Patriarch as a Samaritan – she was “ok.” 
D.  Jesus exposed her spiritual need by explaining eternal life as a well 

that produced living water. 
E.  We shouldn’t use ignorance as an excuse. 

1.  Sinners are not able to quench their spiritual thirst on their own. 
2.  A good religious heritage is not enough to be “good with God.” 

III.  PEOPLE WHO ARE BROKEN BY SIN (4:15-18) 
A.  This is the turning point in the conversation as Jesus revealed the 

Samaritan woman’s brokenness. 
B.  The Samaritan woman’s spiritual need touched the most intimate 

parts of her life. 
1.  She has been involved in 5 broken marriages. 
2.  She is living with a sixth man who is not her husband.  

C.  We shouldn’t be put off by brokenness. 
1.  “Religion” isn’t compartmentalized – it touches everything. 
2.  When we relationship with God and his plan for us in broken, 

we show our brokenness in all kinds of ways. 
3.  “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way 

of death.” (Prov. 14:12) 
IV.  PEOPLE WHO ARE SPIRITUALLY BLIND (4:19-26) 

A.  The Samaritan woman was blind the truth and uneasy about the 
conversation, so diverted attention away from herself to an age-old 
argument between the Samaritans & the Jews. 
1.  The Jews didn’t allow the Samaritans to worshipped with them in 

Jerusalem, so they developed their own place of worship on Mt. Gerizim. 
2.  The Jews and the Samaritans were both blind to the face that 

there is only one God and he loves everyone in the world.  
B.  Jesus explained that worship was about to change because the 

Messiah had come – and he it. 
C.  We must worship God in the way he commands. 

1.  God gets to set the agenda because he defines the truth. 
2.  He has come and revealed himself to us. 



Conclusion 
• At this point, Christ’s disciples return John begins to weave two stories 

into one: the story of the Samaritans & the story of the disciples. 
o This is kind of like 2 sermons for the price of one. We should go 

ahead and take up another offering. 
o The woman goes into the city to tell other people about Jesus and the 

disciples are surprised he was talking to a woman in the first place. 
• The disciples’ surprise and the response the Samaritans in vv. 39-42 

bring out another truth about God’s plan to save the world: Those who 
know Jesus are supposed to share him - by: 
o Prioritizing the spiritual needs of others 

§ The disciples urged Jesus to eat, but he said he had his own food 
– doing the will of the Heavenly Father. 

§ Physical food & drink is important and necessary for addressing 
physical hunger, but spiritual food & drink are even more important. 

§ While the disciples were off looking for lunch, Jesus was 
quenching the spiritual thirst of the entire city through the 
Samaritan woman and her testimony. 

§ We should care for the material needs of others (food, water, 
shelter, etc.) but not to the exclusion of their immaterial needs. 

o Participating in God’s plan for salvation 
§ Jesus preached a mini-sermon based on 2 common proverbs (v. 35, 37) 
§ Since God is always at work, the spiritual seeds have already been 

sown, & the spiritual harvest is already ready to be gathered. 
§ As followers of Jesus, we have the privilege of being a part of 

someone else’s salvation and sanctification. 
• I want to close with the response of the Samaritans which wraps us 

Christ’s conversation with the thirsty Samaritan woman and His 
challenge to the hungry disciples (v. 39-42) 
o Many of the Samaritan in Sychar believed in Christ, not just 

because of the Samaritan woman, but because of “His word.” 
o To show is love for them, Jesus stayed with 2 whole days. 
o Afterwards, the Samaritans came to know what the Jewish disciples 

struggled to understand – Jesus is the Savior of the whole world 
not just the ones we know, we like, or that look like us. 

• I want to give you three takeaways from today’s message. 
o Don’t limit the scope of God’s salvation (to yourself or others) 
o Don’t limit the effectiveness of your witness by focusing only on 

the physical or material needs of others. 
o Don’t limit your usefulness to God by waiting around for God to work. 

• When we have spiritual tunnel vision, we out on God’s plan to save the 
world that is happening all around us. 


