
A Trial for the Ages 
That You May Believe, John 5:1-47 

Introduction 

• Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman, or “Shorty” is considered to have been the 
most powerful drug trafficker in the world. 
o He was wanted in Chicago, San Diego, New York City, New 

Hampshire, Miami, and Texas. 
o He was extradited from Mexico to the U.S. in January of 2017 and 

last month (2/12) a jury found him guilty on multiple counts of drug 
trafficking, money laundering, and murder. 

o Social observers characterized his trial as “the trial of the century” 
• Every once in while a court case attracts so much attention it is 

described as “the trial of the century.” 
• Jesus had the highest profile trial in history – he had “a trial for the 

ages.” 
o We usually go to end of the Gospels to read about Christ’s trumped-

up trial before the Jewish Sanhedrin, but the Apostle John helps us 
see that Jesus was on trial throughout his public ministry. 

o He was tried and convicted in the court of public opinion before he 
was ever appeared before Pilot or Herod. 

• John focuses the 5th, 6th, & 7th chapters of his Gospel on the growing 
conflict between Jesus and the Jewish establishment. 

• John structures John 5 like a court case with a description of the “crime” 
(5:1-15), a list of the charges (3:16-18), & a hearing with key witnesses 
(5:19-47). 

• We all like the idea of staying neutral and unbiased, especially in the 
trial of Jesus Christ, but that’s just not possible. 

• As God’s Word is preached Jesus is on trial and you must decide for 
yourself if you think he is innocent or guilty. 
o Just like the characters in John’s Gospel, you have to figure out 

whether you believe in Jesus or not. 
o No one can make the choice for you, but you have to make a choice. 
o And the choice carries consequences. 

§ If Jesus is guilty than he should be rejected as a fake & a fraud. 
§ If Jesus is innocent that he should be received as Lord & Savior. 

• I am sharing this with you today so that you will make a decision about 
Jesus based on the facts of his life, death, and resurrection. 

 

Body 
I.  THE CRIME (5:1-15). 

A.  Jesus went to Jerusalem for an unnamed feast. 
B.  While there, Jesus met a man who had been unable to walk for 38 years.  

1.  Jesus met the man near the pool of Bethesda. 
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2.  Sick people would lay beside the pool waiting for an angel to 
stir the waters – the first one who made into the water was 
healed. 

C.  Jesus asked the man if the man wanted to be healed. 
D.  Jesus commanded him to get up, go, and take his mat with him. 

1.  Like the royal official’s son – all it took was for Jesus to say the 
word. 

2.  The mat wasn’t heavy but being able to carry it home was proof 
positive that he had really been healed. 

E.  The man who was healed was questioned by the Jewish leaders 
about carrying his mat b/c it was against the law on the Sabbath. 

F.  The man blamed the crime on Jesus, but he didn’t know his name. 
G.  Jesus met up with the man who was healed in the temple & urged 

him to repent of his sin so that nothing worse happened to him. 
H.  The man who was healed told the Jewish leaders Jesus had healed him. 
 

II.  THE CHARGES (5:16-18) 
A.  Up until this point the Jewish leaders had tolerated Jesus. 
B.  At this point they began to persecute Jesus for two reasons. 

1.  Jesus continually violated the Sabbath. 
a.  The Sabbath was the basis for all the Jewish festivals. 

(Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles) 
b.  The Sabbath rest had become complete inactivity – even 

activity that was good and necessary. 
c.  This wasn’t the only time that JC had broken the Sabbath 

rules. 
2.  Jesus made himself out to be equal with God. 

a.  The Jews had a very high view of God. 
b.  They had no tolerance for anyone who compared 

themselves to God. (Blasphemy) 
c.  He did not claim to take the place of God or be an 

alternative to God, but a representative of God.”1 
 

III.  THE HEARING (5:19-47) 
A.  Jesus served as his own defense lawyer, testifying for himself and 

calling several key witnesses to his defense. 
1.  Jesus confessed his complete dependence on the Heavenly 

Father 
a.  The Heavenly Father models ministry for the Son. (v. 19) 
b.  The Heavenly Father loves the Son. (v. 20) 
c.  The Heavenly Father gives life and so does the Son (v. 21) 
d.  The Heavenly Father gives the Son authority to judge 

everyone (v. 22) 
2.  Jesus called four witnesses to his defense. 



a.  John the Baptist told the truth about Jesus (1:36, 3:35-36) 
b.  The works that JC did (his teaching & miracles) showed 

that he came from God. 
c.  The Heavenly Father testified about Jesus, but the Jews do 

not accept his testimony. 
d.  The OT Scriptures all point to Jesus. 

i. BS is important, but u can’t ignore the key to 
interpretation. 

ii. You can’t accept Moses & reject Jesus Christ, because 
Moses wrote about JC. 

Conclusion 

• John 1:11-12 says, “He came to His own, and those who were His own did 
not receive Him - But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right 
to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.” 

• It’s up to you to either receive or reject Jesus. 
• Today’s passage gives us an example of the things Jesus did that were 

unacceptable, a concise list of the charges against him, and a list of the 
key evidence for and against Jesus. 

• Today’s passage is more than a story, it’s description of the trial that 
happens every time someone comes in contact with Jesus – a trial for 
the ages. 

• Since Jesus is on trial - you must decide for yourself if you think he 
is innocent or guilty. 
o If Jesus is guilty than he should be rejected as a fake & a fraud. 
o If Jesus is innocent that he should be received as Lord & Savior. 

• How do you decide? 
o Read the other testimonies about Jesus in first half of John (chapter 

1-12) and ask God to show you the truth. 
o Ask someone that you know that’s a Christian about why they 

believe in Jesus. 
o Do it soon – before its too late. 

• What’s next? 
o Confess your sins to God and claim his gift of eternal life through 

Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. 
o Share your faith with others by being baptized in Jesus name. 
o Grow as follower of Jesus, learning to obey everything that he 

taught in the Bible. 
• In a court of law there is a clear distinction between the judge, the jury, 

the plaintiff, and the defendant. Even though Jesus submits himself to 
our examination, we are the one’s under examination. (5:26-29) 
o Jesus has the authority judge us all. 
o He came into a spiritually dead world. 
o Those who recognize him as God’s Savior are granted eternal life. 
o Those who reject him as God’s Savior are given eternal judgement. 


