
Everything Changes 
That You May Believe, John 2:13-25 

 

Introduction 

• Ill: JC is the most significant person in human history & yet there are still a 
number of misconceptions that are believed about him, even among Christians. 
o Jesus lived his whole in Nazareth. 

§ Nathaniel struggled to accept Jesus as the Messiah because he 
was from the undesirable town of Nazareth (John 1:46) 

§ Jesus was born in Bethlehem and lived in Egypt for a time before 
moving back to Mary & Joseph’s hometown. (Matt. 2:19-23) 

§ Jesus moved to the town of Capernaum on the edge of the Sea 
of Galilee near the beginning of his public ministry (Matt. 4:13) 

o Jesus looked like us 
§ Most pictures of Jesus portray him as an attractive, Anglo-male 

with light skin, long hair, and blue eyes. 
§ In reality, Jesus was a Jewish man. He probably had an olive skin 

tone, dark hair, and middle-eastern features. 
o Jesus was mild-mannered, politically correct, and tame. 

§ Jesus is God & God is love, so people tend think of Jesus as a 
supernatural Mr. Rogers who never did anything to upset anyone. 

§ (Passive) When needed, it moves us to stand up & fight for what’s right. 
• All 4 Gospel writers include a story that highlight’s Christ’s moral 

authority and passion - the story of Jesus clearing out the temple. 
o M, M, & L mention the story near the end of Christ’s public ministry as the 

“straw the broke the camel’s back” in His struggle against the Jewish leaders. 
o John mentions the story near the beginning of Jesus’ ministry - not because 

it happened twice - but to highlight the depth of the struggle between Jesus 
and the religious establishment. (in medius res, in the middle of things) 
§ Jesus came to earth after thousands of years of prophecies about Him. 
§ The Jewish establishment was so busy with their rituals/traditions, that 

they didn’t recognize God when he literally showed up front of them. 
§ Jesus didn’t come so that he could politely fit in with was going 

on or go along with it – he came to change it – everything – 
because Jesus changes everything. 

• That is the theme of this morning’s message: Jesus changes everything. 
o His is not content to be a spiritual option, a plus-one, or an add-on. 
o He will not stand by, while people go through the motions of worship. 
o He is the resurrected Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

• He changes everything by challenging our religious institutions & 
experiences in 3 areas. 

 
Body 
I.  JESUS CHALLENGES OUR SELF-SERVING FORMS OF 

WORSHIP (2:13-17) 

A.  Passover was about to happen, and Jews from all over the Roman 
empire were flocking to the temple in Jerusalem to offer sacrifices. 

B.  At that time, the temple was more like marketplace than a place of worship. 
1.  There were people selling oxen, sheep, & doves to be sacrificed. 
2.  There were people changing money so that Jews could pay their annual 

temple tax with Jewish coins that didn’t have pagan symbols on them. 
C.  When Jesus arrived, he made a whip from the food or bedding 

offered to the animals and drove the merchants & the 
moneychangers from the temple along with their animals. 
1.  He dumped out their coins and overturned their tables. 
2.  He told them to stop taking advantage of “His Father’s house.” 

D.  If we’re not careful, our expressions of worship, even our religious 
instructions can become all about us. (our stability, benefit, & preferences) 
1.   Everyone was in on this miss use of the temple. 

a.  The temple administrators encouraged it because it 
increased support for the temple. 

b.  The merchants offered it because it helped them to make 
money off the visitors to Jerusalem, probably at a premium. 

c.  The people supported it because it made it easier for them to 
offer a sacrifice without bring an animal from home 

2.  Our membership agreement encourages 5 spiritual growth activities 
a.  Public identification w/ the church thru membership process 
b.  Regular participation in Worship and Sunday School 
c.  Faithful support of the church thru tithes & offerings 
d.  Service for Christ somewhere in the church 
e.  Protecting the unity of the church and the testimony of Christ. 

3.  When we make anyone of these activities about ourselves & our 
benefits, we minimize Christ and miss the point of the Gospel – 
but you can change, because Jesus changes everything. 

 

II.  JESUS CHALLENGES OUR ASSUMPTIONS OF WHAT IS 
POSSIBLE (2:18-22) 
A.  The Jewish leaders asked Jesus for an explanation for why he had 

done something so outrageous. 
1.  They asked for sign to show his authority. 
2.  Instead of showing them a new sign (he had already performed many), 

he told them about the destruction and rebuilding of the temple. 
a.   The Jews were confused. The temple they were standing 

was in the middle of a 46-year renovation. 
b.  JC was talking about his bodily resurrection – his greatest sign. 

B.  After Jesus had come back to life, his followers remembered what He 
had said about his own resurrection and they believed in Him. 

C.  The death, burial, & resurrection redefines what is possible. 
1.  Coming back from the dead after 3 days is the most outrageous 

thing that is recorded in all the Gospels. 



a.  Turning water into wine, healing people, multiplying food, walking 
on water, raising someone else from the dead are truly amazing, but 
bringing yourself back from the dead is truly amazing. 

b.  Compare that to one of the most ambitious projects 
attempted in Jesus’s lifetime (the building of the temple) 
which took 18,000 full-time men 64 years to complete – and 
it was destroyed again 6 years later by the Romans. 

2.  Are you facing, or do you know of an impossible situation? 
a.  Sadness that seems overwhelming? 
b.  A sin that seems unforgiveable? 
c.  A marriage that seems beyond repair? 
d.  A sickness that seems incurable? 

3.  Things can change, u can change because Jesus changes everything. 
 

III.  JESUS CHALLENGES OUR EASY BELIEVEISM (2:23-25) 
A.  It’s important to realize John’s perspective here. 

1.  He is writing from the from after Christ’s resurrection looking 
backwards (He is one the disciples that remembered.) 

2.  He is writing with the HS’s help, so he knows what JC is thinking. 
B.  Many Jews believed in Jesus after he did his signs, but Jesus did not 

believe their believing. 
1.  Jesus was not fooled by their shallow & circumstantial faith. 
2.  Jesus knows the fickle, sinful nature of the human heart, that’s 

why he came in the first place. 
C.  “Easy believeism” is a term that was coined to describe those who 

claim faith in Christ, but who never have a change of heart about Jesus. 
1.  They want JC to be their Savior, but not their Lord. (facing problems) 
2.  JC described these people as “the seed that falls on the rocky 

places” in his parable of the sower (Matt. 13:5, 20-21) 
D.  You don’t have to settle for this kind of faith – you can change 

because Jesus changes everything. 
 
Conclusion 

• Everything changes because Jesus changes everything. 
o He’s not content to stand on the sidelines and watch his people 

squander their lives or misuse His Father’s House. 
o While he would never leave a true believer, I think he removes his 

presence from churches that worship the institution of the church 
and their own religious experiences instead of Him. 

• You say, “Jesus would never do that, he is patient, loving, and kind.”  
• Yes, but he is also passionate for righteousness, strong, and wise. 
• I want to give you three words of council as you process today’s message. 

o Don’t add Jesus to your life - make him the center of your life. (his terms) 
o Be open to change, personally and collectively. (it’s possible) 
o Make sure you really believe (Knowledge, Assent, Trust) 

• Don’t settle for a cheap imitation of Jesus when you can have the real thing. 

 


