
False Expectations and Faith 
That You May Believe, John 7:1-53 

Introduction 

• Many of you have asked about our recent trip to Williamsburg, VA over SB. 
o In a nutshell, we had a great time - except for one thing. 

§ We learned all about colonial history taking tours, visiting 
shops, and eating historic meals in Colonial Williamsburg. 

§ We took a driving tour of the Jamestown settlement and saw some 
bald eagles soaring over the James River near Black Point. 

§ We made lots of memories, especially at the campground. 
o The Anvil Campground is the only campground in the Williamsburg 

area and it had great reviews, so we thought it was a good place to stay. 
o But when we pulled in after hours on our first night, I was a more than a 

little concerned about the railroad track that was 20 yards from our site. 
§ Sarah & I questioned if we should stay, but we didn’t have any options. 
§ I comforted myself with the hope that the track wasn’t used much. 

o I was wrong – very wrong 
§ I counted at least a 1/2 dozen trains that 1st night & every other night. 
§ I am confident that I didn’t miss any because it felt and sounded 

like the train was driving right down the middle of our trailer. 
§ At one point I was excited to see a bunch of maintenance vehicles 

show up to repair the track. But those maintenance workers did 
such a great job they were able to reopen the track later that day. 

o I had great expectations for our trip to Williamsburg, but I didn’t 
count on camping right next to a railroad track. 

• Wm. Shakespeare said, “Expectation is the root of all heartache,” & he’s right. 
o When we go into a situation with unrealistic or unhealthy expectations, 

we set ourselves up for pain, disappointment, & failure. 
o We have all probably had a responsibility or relationship wrecked 

by faulty expectations. 
• I’ve met people who’ve missed out on a relationship w/ God b/c of faulty expectations. 
• That seems to be the theme of John 7 and 8 – false expectations and faith. 
• Turn with me to John 7 where we read that Feast of Booths was near (v. 2) 

o The Feast of Booths, or Tabernacles, had become a time of great 
expectation and hope in the first century. 
§ The Jews actually camped out in huts for 7 days to recall how 

their ancestors lived in huts during their exodus from Egypt. 
§ One commentator said that this was the most popular of the 3 

main Jewish feasts, so Jerusalem would have been overrun with 
Jews visiting from all over the Roman Empire.  

§ One of the most special parts of the Feast was the ceremony of water.  
• Every day, the High Priest led a procession from the pool of 

Siloam to the altar carrying a golden pitcher of water. 

• As the procession approached the Watergate three joyful 
blasts were sounded on the shofar. 

• As the priests circled the altar, the temple choir sang, men waved 
willow twigs and citrus fruit, and everybody cried “Give thanks to 
the LORD!” 3 times, before the water was poured out. 
• The twigs and fruit were signs of their thankfulness for 

the harvest and their prayers for future rains. 
• On the 7th day they made the trip from pool to the altar 7 times. 

• The water ceremony expressed the Jewish hope that God would 
soon pour out His Spirit & blessing by sending them a Savior.  

• My purpose today is to clear up any false expectations you may 
have about Jesus Christ so that you can put your faith Him. 
o In John 7, we learn about Jesus’ experience at the Feast as well as 3 false 

expectations that blinded people to Savior that was right in front of them. 
o These 3 false expectations are still preventing people from putting 

their faith in Christ today. 
 

Body 
I.  JESUS MUST MAKE A DRAMATIC ANNOUCEMENT IN 

ORDER TO BE THE SAVIOR. (7:1-13) 
A.  Jesus’ (half) brothers challenged Him to announce Himself in front 

of the crowds in Jerusalem during the Feast of Tabernacles. (v. 3-8) 
1.  They thought they knew all about his aspirations. 

a.  He had been preaching, teaching, & performing miracles. 
b.  He had attracted a lot of attention, even 12 official followers. 

2.  It was clear to them that Jesus wanted to be a big-time rabbi or 
prophet, but He couldn’t do that out in the countryside. 

B.  At this point, Jesus’ brothers are not yet believers. 
1.  They didn’t believe in Jesus until after his resurrection. 
2.  They heard what people were saying about Jesus, but they 

couldn’t reconcile it with the fact that He was there brother. 
C.  Jesus turned down their invitation b/c “His time had not yet come.” 

1.  Jesus refused the expectations that over people had of him.  
2.  He lived according the Father’s expectations (mini sermon). 

D.  Don’t expect God to make some dramatic announcement as if 
He has to earn your faith. 
1.  “If help you me out of this crisis…” (medical problems, legal trouble) 
2.  “If you answer all of my questions…” (Why do bad things happen?) 
3.  “If you perform some miracle…” (Write your name in the 

clouds, bless me in some obscure way) 
4.  Imagine someone being rescued from an area that has been ravaged 

by a hurricane. A Coast Guard helicopter hovers overhead as a rescue 
worker is lowered down. Now imagine the victim, surrounded by 
water, peppering the rescue worker with questions, demanding to see 
he credentials and a detailed plan of how he will be saved. 
 



II.  JESUS MUST TELL US WHAT WE WANT TO HEAR IN 
ORDER TO BE THE SAVIOR. (7:14-36) 
A.  Jesus went up to Feast by himself in the middle of the week. 
B.  The Jews doubted Him because He taught w/ authority. (v. 15-18) 

1.  The Jews were educated by repetition & memory over time. 
2.  Rabbi’s earned the right to express their own opinion, only after 

they had been to school & memorized the views of teachers. 
3.  Jesus claimed the right to teach something different than they 

were used to hearing because He got it straight from God.  
C.  The Jerusalemites questioned Him because He taught openly. (v. 25-28) 

1.  The people who lived in Jerusalem know about the conspiracy to 
kill Jesus and they were surprised that He was allowed to teach. 

2.  They offended to hear that they did not know God. 
D.  The Pharisees seized Him b/c He challenged the status quo. (v. 32-34) 

1.  The Pharisees were hesitant arrest Jesus because they didn’t 
want to cause an uproar and get in trouble with Rome. 

2.  They sent to temple police who were unable to arrest Him 
because of His powerful preaching (v. 45-46) 

E.  Don’t expect God to tell you what you want to hear. 
1.  “You are ok, and everything is fine.” 
2.  “Don’t worry about what you did or didn’t do.” 
3.  The Titanic sank to the bottom of the NA Ocean on April 15, 1912. In 

event of an emergency musicians on passenger ships at that time were 
expected to play light and airy songs to calm the passengers. As 
Titanic took on water, the band played on as if everything was ok.  

 

III.  JESUS MUST BE FROM A PROMINENT PLACE TO BE THE 
SAVIOR (7:37-53) 
A.  The crowds were divided over Jesus. (v. 40-43) 

1.  Some believed He was the Messiah, a Savior sent from God. 
2.  Other thought He was a good man, maybe even a prophet. 

B.  But the religious leaders rejected Jesus because He was from Galilee. 
1.  They ignored the fact that He has been born in Bethlehem. 
2.  They emphasized the fact the He grew up in the back-woods, 

fishing country around the Sea of Galilee. 
3.  Like Jesus’ brothers, they couldn’t reconcile what they knew 

about Jesus with what they expected in Messiah. 
C.  Don’t expect God to come to you from a place of prominence. 

1.  We are experiencing a time of refinement as cultural 
Christianity distance themselves from the church. 

2.  The church doesn’t have to be “big” and the preacher doesn’t 
have to be “popular” for God to be there. 

3.  Jesus shared a meal with his disciples the night before he was 
betrayed. Even though JC was most the important person in the room, 
he wrapped himself in towel & poured water in bowl to wash the 
disciples’ feet. He served His follower from a posture of humility. 

Conclusion 

• Jesus made a startling declaration on the last day of the Feast to clear 
up the false expectations that were swirling around Him. (7:37-39) 
o He was and still is the source of spiritual life 
o He was and still the One who has come to save us. 

• The Feast of Booths was a time of great expectation as the Jewish people 
poured out in water in hopes that their thirst would be quenched.  

• Jesus announced that He is the Savior because He is the only one 
who can quench your spiritual thirst. 
o Life doesn’t work when we ignore God & His original design for 

our lives. (Rom 3:23 – “All have sinned and fallen short…” 
o When we pursue our own way, we are confronted with our need for 

spiritual refreshment (“There is a way which seems right to a man, 
but its end is the way of death.” Proverbs 14:12) 

o As the woman at the well found out, Jesus can quench your thirst so 
that you never go thirsty again (John 4:13-14) 

• Don’t let your false expectations keep you to the Savior that is right 
in front of you. 
o He has already made the most dramatic announcement of all when 

He died on the cross for your sins and then came back to life 3 days 
later to prove that sin and death has been defeated. 

o He won’t tell you what you want to hear, but He will tell you what 
you need to hear. (“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me & 
drink.” 7:37) 

o He actually did come from a place of great prominence – the throne 
room of heaven – but He traded that for humble life of carpenter to 
save every person on the plant, not matter how far they’ve fallen. 

• In our day and age people have gotten used to writing reviews for 
the good and services they use, especially when shopping online. 
o You can usually leave a rating from 1 to 5 stars as well as any 

comments you think might be helpful to future customers. 
o I get a kick out of people who write bad reviews because they have 

unrealistic expectations of the product. 
§ Some people buy a piece of clothing that is too small & are 

upset that it doesn’t fit. (If you’re not S, don’t buy a S) 
§ Some people buy something for an unbelievable low price and are 

surprised when they get it and its poor quality. (A toaster for 99 cents) 
o Jesus is not selling a good or service, but He does have something to 

offer you – eternal life – and its free! 
o I want to close with a review that King David wrote in Psalm 34:8.  

§ If you can’t agree with this description of God and His grace, 
you need to take another look. 

§ “O taste and see that the Lord is good; how blessed is the man 
who takes refuge in Him!” (Psalm 34:8) 


