
The Foolishness of God 
Palm Sunday 2019 (1 Corinthians 1:18-25) 

Introduction 
• There are some things that are simply unacceptable. 

o After Peter made his confession about Jesus in Mathew 16, Jesus 
began to tell his disciples that he was going to suffer & die (v. 21-
23) 

o That was unacceptable to Peter, so he took Jesus aside & rebuked 
him. 

o Jesus responded with a rebuke of his own – warning Peter about 
Satan’s influence in his life. 

o Christ’s suffering & crucifixion were so important to God’s plan for 
salvation, that to oppose them was the same thing as siding with 
Satan. 

o Peter and the other disciples couldn’t understand why Jesus would 
have to suffer – it seemed like foolishness to them. 

• The crowds in Jerusalem also misunderstood Christ’s suffering. 
o On Palm Sunday, they shouted, “Hosanna in the highest. This is the 

prophet Jesus” – as if they could make him king (Matt. 21:9-11) 
o A week later, the same crowd shouted, “Crucify Him. Crucify Him” 

as if they could get rid of him for good. (Matt. 27:22-23) 
• Some people can’t make sense of a suffering Savior. 

o They don’t see how the Son of God would allow himself to be 
humiliated and disgraced like Jesus did. 

o They think they know better & the good news about Jesus is foolish. 
• Have you ever struggled with the events leading up to Easter? Have you 

ever wondered why Jesus had to suffer and die? Wasn’t there another 
way? 

• The Apostle Paul encountered those kinds of questions in the church at 
Corinth. 
o They were believers – they believed in Jesus. 
o But some of them struggled with the idea of the crucifixion and 

others just flat-out denied the possibility of the resurrection. 
• This Easter season we will look at the importance of both of these 

events in the life of Christ by looking at 2 passages of Scripture in 1 
Cor. 
o Today we’ll look at 1 Cor. 1:18-25 as we discover that the gospel 

absolutely requires a crucifixion. 
o Next week, we’ll look at 1 Cor. 15:1-11 as we see that the gospel 

also requires a resurrection. 
• Paul uses a tongue-in-cheek style in this passage. As we read it 

together, we discover three reasons why the crucifixion is absolutely 
necessary. 

 

Body 
I.  THE GOSPEL IS THE STORY OF A SUFFERING SAVIOR.      

(v. 18-19, 23) 
A.  Jesus was a suffering servant before He became a conquering king. 
B.  In verse 18, the gospel is described as “the word of the cross.” 

(1:18) 
1.  Before the cross became a symbol of forgiveness and life, it was 

a symbol of death and shame. 
2.  People weren’t just killed on a cross, they were humiliated. 
3.  Ill: We have become very comfortable with the symbol of the 

cross.  Imagine if we traded it out for electric chair or a 
hangman’s noose on the beautiful stained-glass window behind 
me. 

C.  Paul found Scriptural support for superiority of gospel from Isaiah 
29:14 – a passage about how God’s rescues his people even when 
they don’t deserve it. 

D.  There is no preaching outside of preaching a crucified Christ. (1:23) 
 
II.  THERE ARE TWO BASIC RESPONSES TO THE GOSPEL.      

(v. 22-24) 
A.  You can reject the gospel a foolishness. 

1.  The Jews through Christ’s death was “scandalous” & absurd. 
a.  They were always asking Jesus to perform a sign or a 

miracle to prove his power. 
b.  In their minds, there was no way the Messiah would be 

crucified. 
2.  The Greeks through his death was foolish. 

a.  They were always looking for something sophisticated & 
complex. 

b.  In their minds, Jesus was too basic and humble. 
B.  You can accept the gospel as the wisdom of God. 

1.  Those who believe know that the gospel has to power to change 
lives. 

2.  Romans 1:6 reads, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 

C.  Ill: When you come upon to an exit ramp on the highway you have 
2 choices: take the exit or stay on the highway. 

D.  Ill: When someone calls you have two choices: answer the phone, or 
just let it ring. 

E.  Ill: When you hear about the G you have two choices: reject or 
accept it. 
 
 



III.  THE FOOLISHNESS OF GOD TRUMPS THE WISDOM OF 
MAN. (v. 20-21, 25) 

A.  God had the last word when his Son was resurrected from the dead. 
1.  The wise man is silenced. 
2.  The Jewish scribe is hushed. 
3.  The Greek debater is stopped in his tracks. 

B.  In comparison, the so-called “foolishness” and “weakness” of God 
are far superior to the wisdom and strength of man.” 

C.  In comparison there is not comparison. 
 
Conclusion 
• In today’s passage we discover that the crucifixion is absolutely 

necessary. 
o Jesus had to suffering and die – there wasn’t any other way 
o He was the only one who could pay for our sins and survive. 

• This Easter season I want to invite you to embrace the paradox of the 
gospel. 
o Salvation comes through suffering 
o Life comes through death 
o Freedom comes through submission 

• Instead of rejecting or rebuking Jesus like Peter, you must accept the 
gospel and receive its as a free gift. 


