
The Resurrection and the Gospel 
Easter Sunday (1 Corinthians 15:1-11) 

Introduction 
• Easter’s a big deal. 

o Easter is the oldest festival celebrated by the Church. 
§ Since Christ’s death & resurrection took place during the time 

of the Passover, it’s assumed that the first Christians focused 
their Passover observance on JC as the sacrificial lamb of God. 

§ By the 2nd century, it had become an all-night observance for the 
church, beginning on Saturday evening & ending with baptisms 
and the Lord’s Supper on Sunday morning.   

o Easter has become the heart of the spring season. 
§ It’s a time when we expect April showers to bring May flowers. 
§ It’s a time when we are used seeing lots of chicks, bunnies, & 

lambs because they are born around Easter. 
§ It’s a time when people bring out their spring wardrobe and 

pastel colors and meet with their family over a meal.  
o Easter also has a huge economic impact. 

§ Everyone knows that lots of money is spent at Christmas (over 
1 trillion) 

§ Experts expect Americans to spend over 18 billion dollars this 
year on clothes, food, decorations, and candy. (Compared to 9 
billion at Halloween, and 7 billion on Valentine’s Day) 

• Easter’s an even bigger deal because he resurrection of JC is a big deal. 
o Seasons and family gatherings will come and go, but the work that 

Jesus Christ did on the cross for us will last a lifetime and beyond. 
o You don’t have to boycott the Easter Bunny or throw away your 

Reese’s BP Eggs – you just have to remember the real reason for 
Easter – to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus! (I know a guy) 

• The resurrection a big deal because it’s central to the Gospel – the main 
message of Old and New Testaments. 
o If you don’t have a resurrection, you can’t have the Gospel. 
o Ill: It’s like love and marriage in old Frank Sinatra song – “you 

can’t have one without the other.” 
o 1 Cor. 15:17 says, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is 

worthless.” 
• In the same chapter, the Apostle Paul lays out the importance of Christ’s 

resurrection in relation to the Gospel. (Read 1 Cor. 15:1-11) 
• This morning, I want to highlight 3 ways that the resurrection is 

central to the Gospel so that you will embrace the supernatural side 
of Easter. 
o Easter isn’t season or an excuse to spend money, it’s a celebration 

of the biggest miracle in human history! 

o And it’s a miracle we all need. We are more delicate than we want 
to admit, and our lives are passing quickly away. 

o Ill: As Mark Maynard wrote in a recent article on KY Today, “We 
all need Easter because we all need hope.”  

Body 
I.  THE RESURRECTION INFORMS THE IMPLICATIONS OF 

THE GOSPEL. (v. 1-2, 11) 
A.  If Christ was raised from the dead than you can be raised too. 

1.  Some of the people in the church at Corinth were confused.  
a.  They believed in Jesus but rejected the idea of the 

resurrection. 
b.  Paul reminded them of message that he had preached to 

them when they formed the church – unless they believe in 
vain. 
i. They received it. (past) 
ii. They stand in it. (present) 
iii. They are saved by it. (present and continuous) 

c.  “Vain” is the not the best translation in that verse. The 
phrase refers to the lack of a coherent grasp of the gospel. 

2.  JC shares his resurrected life with everyone who comes to him 
by faith. 
a.  Jesus is the forerunner of life after death. (“But now 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 
who are asleep.” 1 Cor. 15:20) 

b.  He gives spiritual resurrection (He “has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead.” 1 Peter 1:3) 

c.  He gives bodily resurrection (“So also is the resurrection. Is 
it is sown a perishable body, it is raised an imperishable 
body.” 1 Cor. 15:42) 

B.  Everyone who preaches the resurrection preaches the same 
message. 
1.  Paul preached a message that he received directly from God, 

along with a growing group of believers who shared their faith. 
2.  The death, burial, & resurrection of JC are the most important 

thing about the church. We can find great hope & solidarity in 
that message! 

 
II.  THE RESURRECTION SUPPLIES THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 

GOSPEL. (v. 3-8) (these are the bare bones) 
A.  Christ died for our sins. 

1.  Jesus died for other people’s sins, not his own. 
2.  While presiding over the Last Supper, he said, “This is my 

body, which is for you.” (1 Cor. 11:23-24) 



3.  Christ’s sacrificial death was predicted in throughout whole OT, 
not just one particular passage.  

B.  Christ was buried. 
1.  Christ’s death required a burial. 
2.  This detail adds gravity and reality to Christ’s death.  

C.  Christ was raised on the third day. 
1.  Jesus predicted his resurrection as well as his death: “And He 

began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests & the 
scribes, & be killed, and after 3 days rise again.” (Mark 8:31) 

2.  The third day was key because it provided that Jesus was really 
dead. In Jewish thinking, the spirit didn’t leave the body until 
the 3rd day. 

D.  Christ appeared to many. 
1.  Jesus appeared to his disciples and his brother, James,  
2.  He also appeared to 500 more people, many could still give an 

eye witness account when Paul wrote to the believers in 
Corinth. 

3.  Last of all, Jesus appeared to the Paul making him an apostle as 
well.  

 
III.  THE RESURRECTION EMPHASIZES THE EFFECTIVENESS 

OF THE GOSPEL (v. 9-10) 
A.  The gospel delivers us from death to life. 

1.  In verse 8, Paul refers to himself as “one untimely born.” 
a.  That phrase is referring to a baby who is still born. 
b.  Paul is pointing out his spiritual death and bankruptcy  

2.  Paul’s experience is our experience – we are all born “dead in 
our trespasses and sins.” (Eph. 2:1)  

3.  By God’s grace, we are given a new spiritual life. 
4.  Ill: From time to time we hear about someone who was brought 

back to life through the heroic actions of a 1st responder or 
some other medical professional. As dramatic as those 
moments, they are resuscitations not resurrections. Only God 
has the power to resurrection someone! 

B.  The gospel takes us from hurting to helping. 
1.  Paul was so spiritually dense, he persecuted the church. 
2.  By God’s grace, Paul began to build up instead of tear down the 

church. 
3.  Like Paul, we can’t take any credit for “labor,” because it is all 

by God’s grace. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
4.  Ill: NPR aired a segment on learning from the deceased 

featuring a marketing expert named Lux Narayan. Narayan 
examined 2,000 obituaries over a 20-month period between 
2015 & 2016 along w/ his employees. Do you know what was 

the most common word? It was “help.” It seems that people 
have an innate desire to be helpful. 

 
Conclusion 
• The resurrection is central to the Gospel – u can’t have one w/o the 

other. 
• I’ve highlight 3 ways that the resurrection is central to the Gospel 

this morning so that you will embrace the supernatural side of 
Easter. 
o Easter isn’t season or an excuse to spend money, it’s a celebration 

of the biggest miracle in human history! 
o And it’s a miracle we all need. We are more delicate than we want 

to admit, and our lives are passing quickly away.  
• I want to close by suggesting 2 ways u can embrace the supernatural 

side of Easter. 
o Analyze the Gospel you believe (Jesus? Sin? Burial? Resurrection?) 
o Assess the effects of the Gospel in your life (How have you 

changed?) 
• Ill: “The truth of the resurrection gives life to every other area of gospel 

truth. The resurrection is the pivot on which all of Christianity turns and 
without which none of the other truths would much matter.” (Pastor 
John MacArthur) 


