
A Blessing or a Curse 
That You May Believe, John 9:1-41 

Introduction 

• Light can either be a blessing or a curse. 
o The lamp beside your bed can help you find your way to bathroom in the 

middle of the night, but it will also annoy your spouse who is trying to sleep. 
o A fire in a fireplace is warm & inviting, but a fire in the kitchen is terrifying. 

• Jesus introduces himself in John 9 as “The Light of the world” (8:12). 
• In John 9, we see what happens when Jesus shines his light in the world. 

o “The Light of the world” divides the world into 2 groups: 
§ Those who see Jesus as a curse. 
§ Those who see Jesus as a blessing. 

o We learn that “The Light of the world” helps the hopeless and 
condemns the conceited. 

• From time to time, a story teller chooses to tell the same story from 
different points of view. In this passage, John tells of two groups of 
people who experienced Jesus from two different points of view. 
o A helpless and hopeless man who was blind from birth. 
o A group of conceited Pharisees who were blind to their spiritual need. 

• My objective today is to share this story with you from both 
perspectives so that you can assess which group you fit into. 
o By the way, the stories in Gospels are not legends or fairy tales. 
o They are historically accurate accounts of the things that Jesus said 

and did while he was here on this earth.  
o They have been recorded and preserved for us so that we can 

believe in Jesus Christ, God’s Son. 
 
Body 
I.  A blind beggar is healed. (with humility and excitement) 

A.  Something amazing happened to me right after the Feast of 
Tabernacles. (8:1-12) 
1.  I was sitting beside the road begging for money when Jesus 

walked by with his disciples. 
2.  My eyes didn’t work, but my ears worked just fine and I 

overheard Jesus and his disciples talking about me. 
a.  One of his disciples asked whose fault it was that I was 

blind: me or my parents. 
b.  I was relieved to hear that neither one of us were to blame, 

but that God wanted to show His mighty work in me. 
3.  At that point, I heard Jesus spit on the ground and then I felt 

him wipe clay on my eyes. 
4.  He told me to wash my eyes out in the nearby pool of Siloam, 

and since I didn’t have anything better to do, I did what he said. 
5.  As I washed my eyes in the cool water the most amazing thing 

happened – my eyes worked for the first time and I could see! 

6.  I was so excited about what had happened, I told everyone 
about it on my way back thank Jesus, but it was weird. 
a.  People that had walked past me for years didn’t recognize 

me. It was if I had become a different person. 
b.  They kept asking me “how” and all I could tell them what 

Jesus had done. 
B.  The word about my healing traveled so fast I was called before the 

Pharisee for an interview. (8:13-17) 
1.  I explained what had happened to the Pharisees, but they were upset. 

a.  Every day and night used to be the same to me because I 
couldn’t see and because I couldn’t see I didn’t have a job 
or any prospects for the future. 

b.  Jesus had violated some of their restrictions on the Sabbath, 
but I was just happy to have my eyesight. 

2.  The Pharisees began to argue among themselves about Jesus. 
a.   Some were saying, “He can’t be from God because he 

doesn’t keep the Sabbath.” 
b.  Others were asking, “How could he heal people and do all 

the other miracle he has done if he wasn’t from God?” 
3.  The Pharisees even asked me what I thought about Jesus and I 

told them I thought he was prophet sent from God. 
C.  The Pharisees didn’t believe that I used to be blind so they call in 

my parents for an interview too. (8:18-23) 
1.  My parents were terrified they would be thrown out of the synagogue. 

a.  They can do that, you know. 
b.  They can just kick you out of the synagogue and the temple 

and then you have no way to make things right with God. 
2.  My parents told them about my vision problems, but that was it. 

D.  At that point, the Pharisees called me in for another interview which 
turned into an interrogation. (8:24:34) 
1.  They kept asking me about Jesus and all I could do was tell 

them what I knew: “I once was blind, but now I see.” 
2.  When I asked if they wanted to follow Jesus they got angry. 
3.  They are the people with all the answers, but it was obvious to 

me where Jesus was from. 
a.  He healed me and gave me hope after a lifetime of hopeless. 
b.  Miracles like that don’t happen, they come from God. 

4.  It was clear that they didn’t want to hear what I had to say 
because they threw me out synagogue. 

E.  Jesus came and found me after that (8:35-41) 
1.  He asked me if I believed in the Messiah and that he was him. 
2.  I was so excited I put my trust in him and bowed low in worship. 
3.  Some of the Pharisees overheard our conversation and they 

weren’t pleased, but I knew right then and there I had found the 
hope I had been looking for. 
 



II.  The Pharisees excommunicate a troublemaker. (with hubris & frustration) 
A.  I am one of the Pharisees and I’m also a scribe too. 

1.  We help preserve God’s law and teach it to the people. 
2.  God continues to bless us because we go above and beyond in 

obeying His law. God is lucky have us around. Otherwise it 
would be like the “wild west.” 

B.  For example, there was a beggar recently who supposedly regained 
his sight after being blind from birth.  
1.  He insists that he was healed, but the people who know him 

from the road outside of town don’t think he’s the same guy. 
2.  We met with his parents too, but they weren’t much help. 

a.  How can we trust someone who had a child that was born blind? 
b.  How much of a sinner do you have to be cursed by God like that? 

3.  To top it off, he claims to have been healed by Jesus, that 
troublemaker from Nazareth. 
a.  Jesus has been a threat to the establishment for a long time. 
b.  He’s a good preacher, but I think he’s a trickster with all of 

those so called “miracles” that he pulls off. 
c.  He claims to speak for God, but he doesn’t have any formal 

training and he doesn’t follow the rules. 
d.  He supposedly healed that beggar guy by making clay out 

of his spit and anointing his eyes – on a Sabbath. Everybody 
knows that anointing your eyes, kneading things, and 
healing are sinful on the Sabbath! 

4.  The beggar was so sure that Jesus was a messenger from God, 
we had to excommunicate him from the synagogue. 
a.  He even suggested that the Pharisee wanted to be followers 

of Jesus – how ignorant! 
b.  We had to get rid of him; we couldn’t afford to have a 

Jesus-supporter like that spreading lies in God’s house. 
C.  I’m glad we did excommunicate him, because latter on one of the other 

Pharisee’s overheard that beggar talking to Jesus near the temple. 
1.  The beggar was worshiping Jesus like He was god or something. 
2.  Then, Jesus said he came into the world so that those who do not 

see may not see and those who see may become blind. I have never 
heard of something so preposterous and blasphemous. 

3.  Jesus had the nerve to tell my friend, another Pharisee, that he 
was a sinner when everyone knows we always obey God. 

 

Conclusion 

• Jesus is “The Light of the world” and “The Light of the world” helps 
the hopeless and condemns the conceited. 

• The two character in today’s story both experienced Jesus, but from two 
different points of view. 
o A helpless man who was blind from birth. 
o A group of conceited Pharisees who were blind to their spiritual need. 

• These two opposing viewpoints can be distilled down into 2 distinct lessons: 
o The helpless are drawn to Jesus. 

§ You may not think of yourself as helpless or hopeless 
• You came here in a “newish” car, your belly is full, you 

have shoes on your feet, and money in the bank. 
• You are energetic and talented with lots of options for the 

future: education, marriage and a family. 
§ Spiritually, we are all helpless and hopeless before a holy God. 

§ “All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned 
to his own way; but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us 
all to fall on Him.” (Isaiah 53:6) 

§ “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead.” (1 Peter 1:3) 

§ Like a moth to flame, the helpless are drawn to Jesus. 
o The conceited are driven from Jesus. 

§ Conceit might be at opposite end of the spectrum as 
helplessness, but we the label just as much. 

§ We prefer labels like well-prepared or confident. 
§ “Thus says the Lord, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and 

let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of 
his riches; 24 but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands 
and knows Me, that I am the Lord who exercises lovingkindness, 
justice and righteousness on earth.” (Jeremiah 9:23, 24a) 

§ Like a racoon running from the headlights, the conceited are 
driven from Jesus. 

• My objective today is to share this story with you from both 
perspectives so that you can assess which group you fit into. 
o Are you more like the helpless and hopeless blind man? 
o If so, are you willing to be a bold witness for Christ (“once I was 

blind, but know I see.”) 
o Are you more like one of the conceited Pharisees who was blind to his 

spiritual need? 
o If so, are you willing to humble yourself so that you don’t miss out on 

eternal life? 
• Light can either be a blessing or a curse – the decision is yours. 


