
Mercy and Compassion 
That You May Believe, John 8:1-11 

Introduction 

• The story of Karla Faye Tucker is heartbreaking. 
o Karla Faye was only 10 when her parents divorced in 1969. 
o By the age of 14, she had dropped out of school and followed her 

mom into a life of prostitution and drugs. 
o When she was 21, she started dating an older man name Danny Garrett. 
o After a weekend of drug use, Tucker and Garrett broke into a nearby 

apartment to steal some motorcycle parts for drug money. While in the 
apartment, Tucker & Garrett killed 2 people with a hammer & a pick ax. 

o Tucker & Garrett where arrested and eventually sentenced to death. 
o Daniel Garrett died from liver disease while awaiting execution, but 

Karla Faye Tucker became a Christian. 
§ She “stole” a free Bible from a visiting ministry group and gave 

her life to Jesus after reading it in her cell. 
§ She became a model prisoner & showed great remorse for her actions. 

o When a date was eventually set for her execution, a crowd of supporters 
urged the state to change her sentence to life in prison. A number of 
conservative Christian leaders joined that push to save Tucker’s life. 

o Karly Faye Tucker was executed in 1998 by lethal injection with a 
few close friends and family members by her side, including Ronald 
Colson the brother of one of her victims. 

• The story of Karla Faye Tucker’s like and death is heartbreaking, but it is a 
necessary backdrop to understanding an equally tragic story in John 8:1-11. 

• Bible scholars struggle with the authenticity and placement of what has 
become known as the story of “The Adulterous Woman.”1 
o The earliest and most reliable manuscripts of the Bible do not 

contain this passage. 
o The vocabulary and theme of the passage fit better with the Gospel 

of Luke rather than the Gospel John. 
o This passage is not unbiblical, it’s a “text looking for a context.”2 
o The passage has been placed it in the middle of the story of Jesus’ 

teaching in the temple to illustrate the depth of our (humanity’s) self-
righteous & the greatness of God’s mercy toward us. 

• Right after we learn that Jesus is the Source of Living Water (7:37-38), 
and just before we learn that Jesus is the Light of the World (8:12), we 
learn that Jesus is the Righteous Judge (7:24, 8:15-16). 

• I am sharing this message from God with you for two reason today. 
o One reason is that you would give up your self-righteousness. 
o Another reason is that you would glory in God’s great mercy toward you. 

• Please open you Bibles to John 8:1-12 as we read God’s Word together.  
                                                
1 Carson, D. A. (1991). The Gospel according to John (pp. 333–334). Leicester, 
England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; W.B. Eerdmans. 

Body 
I.  Jesus declares judgement on the self-righteous (8:1-9). 

A.  During the Jewish feasts is was common for Jesus to teach in the temple 
court in the morning and then spent the night on the Mt. of Olives. 

B.  One day the scribes and Pharisees brought a woman to Jesus who 
had been caught in adultery – in the very act. 
1.  Stoning was the most severe punishment in the Mosaic Law. 

a.  Adultery was and still is a serious offense before God 
because it violates the marriage covenant. 

b.  Both men & women, engaged & married, could be charged 
with adultery in Jesus’ day, but it was rarely enforced. 

2.  Even though these religious leaders seemed like they were 
interested in justice, they were really trying to trap Jesus. 
a.  If Jesus rejected the punishment, He would lose credibility 

as a teacher of the Law. 
b.  If Jesus enforced the punishment, He would lose popularity with 

the people & might even get in trouble w/ the Roman authorities. 
C.  Instead of answering them, Jesus stooped down and started writing 

in the dirt with his finger. (What was he writing?) 
1.  Some commentators think He was just stalling. 
2.  Others think He was listing out the sins of the accusers. 
3.  Another theory is that He wrote out some verses in the OT that 

talk about the danger of being a false witness (Ex. 23:1,7). 
4.  The truth is, we don’t know what He wrote. 

D.  The scribes and the Pharisees kept pressing Jesus for an answer, so 
he stood up and told them, “He who is without sin among you, let 
him be the first to throw a stone at her.” 
1.  This was a direct reference to Deut. 13:9. 17:7. 
2.  Jesus was not saying they had to be perfect or free from sin to condemn 

the woman, but they did have to be sinless in this particular case. 
a.  They were content in their own self- righteousness. 
b.  They held this woman to a higher standard of righteousness 

than they held themselves too. 
c.  Sadly, they were willing to sacrifice this woman’s whole 

life to cover up their own sin and condemn Jesus. 
E.  As Jesus bent back to down to write in the dirt again, the religious 

leaders filed out one by one until they were all gone. 
1.  They came to embarrass Jesus but embarrassed themselves instead. 
2.  They snuck out of the temple one by one until they were all gone. 

 

II.  Jesus demonstrates mercy on the unrighteous (8:10-12). 
A.  Straightening up, Jesus addressed the woman for the first time. 

1.  He asked her where he accusers had gone. 

2 Borchert, G. L. (1996). John 1–11 (Vol. 25A, p. 369). Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman Publishers. 



2.  She replied that there was no one left. 
B.  Jesus did not say she was innocent, just that she was not condemned. 

1.  He chose to show her mercy because she knew something the 
religious leaders did not know – She was guilty & unrighteous. 

2.  The religious leaders knew the woman was guilty, but they 
failed to see their own guilt and unrighteousness. 

C.  A genuine encounter with Christ is transformational and Jesus sent 
the woman out to live a transformed life. 

 

Conclusion 

• Jesus looks past the outer appearance and judges the heart – He is 
the Righteous Judge (7:24, 8:15-16) 
o The problem is that we storm the courtroom and take the 

responsibility of judging ourselves and judging others on ourselves. 
o Like it says in James 2:4, we judge with a double standard and 

become “judges with evil motives.” 
• Jesus Christ declares judgment & demonstrates mercy on whoever He wishes. 

o He makes a declaration on those on the self-righteousness.  
o He demonstrates mercy toward those who own up to their unrighteousness.   

• God is challenging you to do 1 of 2 things today in response to His Word. 
o Give up your self-righteousness by showing compassion to 

another sinner this week. 
§ This doesn’t mean we can’t call sin, sin. It means we should not 

rush to condemn someone who God has forgiven. 
§ We judge other people harsher than we judge ourselves in order 

to make us feel better about our righteousness (or lack thereof). 
§ It’s old case of blowing out some else’s candle so ours burns brighter. 
§ You may already know who that “sinner” is or may have to ask 

God to reveal him or her to you along the way. 
§ The degree to which you can show compassion and mercy on 

someone else who has wronged you, is the degree to which you 
have cast off your own self-righteousness. 

o Glory in God’s great mercy toward you by giving up 1 of your sins. 
§ We all struggle with a number of sins (“Lier,”1 John 1:8). 
§ It’s interesting that the women in this story was accused of sexual sin. 

• Sexual sin is no worse than any other sin, but it can be harder 
to overcome because it is self-destructive (1 Cor. 6:18). 

• Pre-marital sex, adultery, pornography, homosexuality, & other 
sexual sins are all celebrated today, but they very dangerous. 

§ Listen to me very carefully – you can’t change the past, but you 
can the future with God’s help. 

• These are the challenges laid out by the Righteous Judge, Jesus Christ. 
o You can fool me, fool your family & friends, but you can’t fool God. 
o He wants to show you mercy and help you escape from the prison of 

your own self-righteousness.  


