
Save the Best for Last 
That You May Believe, John 2:1-12 

 

Introduction 

• John 1:14 says, “And the Word (JC) became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we saw his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full 
of grace and truth.” 
o This means that Jesus took on a normal human with all of its natural 

functions, minus the sin nature. 
o This also means that Jesus took on the full range of normal human 

experiences that were unique to his time and place in history. 
§ He participated in family functions 
§ He was present for community events 
§ He took part in religious activities. 

• In the first half of his Gospel (chapters 2 through 11), John describes the 
signs that Jesus performed in order to show his true identity. 
o These were more than just miracles, they were powerful acts done for a 

specific purpose: to show that the God of the OT had come in all his glory. 
o John concentrates on signs that Jesus performed at or near a Jewish 

festivals or institutions. 
§ A wedding, the temple, as a rabbi, near a well 
§ The Sabbath, Passover, Tabernacles, Hanukkah 

• The first sign appears in John 2:1-12, where Jesus attended a Jewish 
wedding. (Read passage) 

• Jesus showed the unsuspecting wedding guests and his disciples that 
their religion was not good enough. 
o These were people who believed in God and honored the Scriptures. 
o These were people who had a long history of interacting with God. 
o These were people who took time out for God at least once a week - 

and yet their religion was not good enough  
• Have you ever wondered the same thing? Is my religion good enough to 

gain God’s attention? To get me into heaven? 
• Today’s message will help you answer that question once & for all. 
 

Body 
I.  JESUS ATTENDED A JEWISH WEDDING (2:1-5) 

A.  Jesus attended a wedding (w/ his disciples) on “the third day.” 
1.  Those who know the rest of Jesus’s story, know that something 

very special happened on “the third day.” 
a.  Jesus performed his final sign by coming back from the 

dead after being crucified on the cross. 
b.  It could be coincidence, but I think John wanted us to know 

something special was about happen. 
2.  Jesus’s mother, Mary, had some sort of connection to the bride 

& groom and some responsibility over the wedding feast so she 
made sure that Jesus was invited too. 

B.  A wedding was an important part of Jewish life. 
1.  The bride and groom pledged themselves to each other & then the 

groom would leave to prepare a home for his soon-to-be bride. 
2.  The groom would return for the bride and celebrate with their 

friends and family for as long a week. 
C.  At some point in this wedding celebration, the wine ran out. 

1.  This was major embarrassment for the bride and groom. 
2.  The wedding guests brought gifts for bride & groom, & in return, 

the bride & groom supplied food and drink for the celebration. 
D.  Mary asked Jesus to help with the crisis. 

1.  Our first impression is that Jesus was rude to him mom, but he was 
using a generic form of address that some common in that day. 
a.  Women from all walks of life were addressed as “Woman.” 
b.  Jesus was living under the authority of his HF instead of his 

earthly mother. 
2.  The “hour” that Jesus was referring to, was the hour of his 

suffering and eventually glorification. 
a.  Six times throughout his Gospel, John tells us that JC’s hour 

has not come yet. 
b.  Jesus began his High Priestly prayer w/ these words: 

“Father, the hour has come, glorify your Son.” (Jn. 17:1) 
E.  Mary (didn’t know what JC would do) but she trusted him to what was right. 

 

II.  JESUS TURNED WATER INTO WINE (2:6-10) 
A.  There were 6 stone water pots at the wedding, each with the 

capacity to hold 20 to 30 gallons of water. 
1.  Clay pots were more common & affordable, but they could become 

“unclean,” so the Jews used stone pots for ceremonial washings. 
2.  The Jews had a complex set of rituals & traditions when it came 

eating and preparing food (Mark 7:1-4) 
a.  They would not eat without washing their hands in a special way. 
b.  This wasn’t about hygiene, but about proving your standing w/ God. 

B.  Jesus told the servants to fill the pots w/ water & it to the head waiter. 
1.  Somewhere between the water pot and the headwaiters’ lips, the 

water became wine. 
2.  The headwaiter was so impressed that he spoke to the bridegroom. 

a.  “Most people serve the good wine first, when people are 
most thirsty and can appreciate the high quality.” 

b.  “But you’ve surprised us, you’ve saved the best for last.” 
3.  This story has caused a lot of controversy in the church. 

a.  Some see it as conclusive proof that God endorses the use 
alcohol - others got to great length to explain the wine in 
this story as non-alcoholic grape juice. 

b.  Ill: There are reasons to abstain from alcohol – but that is 
not the point of this story. (4 from Chucklawless.com) 



i. For fear for the warnings of S about the power of alcohol. 
ii. To avoid being a stumbling block to others. 
iii. Because of the many lives who’ve been wrecked by alcohol. 
iv. Abstinence from alcohol will never hinder your ability 

to share Christ, but imbibing might hinder your witness. 
 

Conclusion 

• The last two verses in this passage tell us the point of the passage. 
o Jesus performed this sign (turned water into wine), not because his 

mother asked him to, or because there was need, but so show his 
glory and to cause people to believe in him. 

o Jesus turned water into wine to show that he was better than the 
religious rituals or traditions of the Jews. 
§ Ceremonial washing was limited & it had to be done over & over again. 
§ Ceremonial washings were dependent the limited resources on 

man, not the unlimited resources of God. 
• Like the ancient Jews, we have our own set of religious rituals & traditions that 

have a limited basis in Scripture and little bearing on our relationship with God. 
• Like the Jews, we sometimes enjoy looking down on others because they do 

not follow our rituals or traditions. 
• This morning you need to know that Jesus is better than your 

religious rituals or traditions. (Here are 3) 
o Wearing certain style of clothing to church 

§ Baby boomers prefer suits and ties while Millennials prefer 
skinny jeans, but Jesus wore robe and sandals. 

§ Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for focusing on outward appearance 
while neglecting the state of the heart.   

o The times and frequency of our worship services 
§ 10:45a on Sunday morning is not sacred and there are no verses in 

Scripture that require us to come back on Sunday nights and even 
fewer verses that require us to meet on Wednesday evenings. 

§ We don’t meet on Sun. because it’s the Sabbath, we meet Sun. 
because it’s the “third day” when JC came back from the dead.   

o Even ending the sermon with a call for public response. 
o The public invitation came into use during the Second Great 

Awakening in the early 1800’s 
o There is nothing Scripture that says we have to have one, or that 

we can only sign certain songs while we do – and yet 
• The point of today’s message is that Jesus is better than your religious 

rituals or traditions. 
o You need to reevaluate your spiritual life in light of Gospel. 
o You need to trust in Jesus, not some experience or practice. 
o You need to follow Jesus and his leadership in your life.   

• When you do, you will able to answer the all-important question: is my 
religion good enough to gain God’s attention? To get me into heaven? 


