
That You May Believe 
Series Introduction – John 20:30-31 

 

Introduction 

• How would you spend your time if you knew that you were gonna die soon? 
• Jesus spent time with the people that were closest to him – his disciples. 
• In John 13, we read about the meal that Jesus shared with his disciples 

just before he went to the cross. 
o In those days, in that culture, people ate around a low, three-sided 

table shaped like a “U.” 
o Instead of sitting, they laid on cushions on their left sides, so they could 

eat with their right hand – their feet were extended away from the table. 
o As Jesus ate with his disciples he dropped a bombshell - one of 

them would soon betray him. 
§ Peter called out from across the table in response to the announcement. 
§ The disciple to Jesus’s right – the closest one to Christ – also 

leaned back to ask about who Jesus was talking about. 
o The disciple reclining closest to Jesus is identified in the text as “the 

disciple whom Jesus loved.” 
§ This was probably a nickname given to him by the other disciples. 
§ The disciple reclining closest to Jesus was John: 

• One of the famous “Sons of Thunder,” w/ his older brother James. 
• The most JR member of JC’s inner circle - always mentioned last. 

o From everything we know, John was the only disciple who lived into 
old age – dying of natural causes while in exile on the Island of Patmos. 

o John used his time to minister in the church and write Scripture. 
§ John wrote more of the NT than any other person except for Paul. 
§ John wrote 1 of the 4 Gospels about the life and ministry of 

Jesus, 3 epistles, and the book of Revelation. 
• Today, we are going to begin an extended sermon series in the Gospel 

of John under the title: That You May Believe. 
• We are going start with John’s purpose statement in John 20:30-31. 

o Ill: Our kids wrote a rap song to help memorize these verses for Awana. 
o These 2 verses hold the keys to unlocking the rest of the book. 
o These 2 verses are much more than a formality – they express God’s 

desire to engage your head & heart as well as, your hands & feet. 
• As we study this passage, we’ll focus first on the man, then on his message. 
 
Body 
I.  JOHN WROTE FROM HIS OWN PERSONAL EXPERIENCE (v. 30) 

A.  He was transformed by his time with Jesus. 
1.  In his book on the disciples called, Twelve Ordinary Men, 

Pastor John MacArthur outlines 3 ways that John changed. 
a.  He learned the balance of love and truth. 

i. John and his brother, James, once offered to call down 
fire from heaven to consume a whole Samaritan village 
because they did not welcome Jesus (Lk 9:54). 

ii. The only time we have direct quote from John is in Mk. 9:38, 
where he tells Jesus that he tied to stop someone from casting 
out demons because he was not one of the 12.  

iii. Love is a major theme in John’s Gospel & letters. 
b.  He learned the balance of ambition and humility. 

i. Early on, James & John enlisted their mom to ask JC for 
privileged positions in Christ’s kingdom (Matt. 20:20-28) 

ii. In all his writing, John never refers to himself by name, 
only as “the disciple that whom JESUS loved. 

c.  He learned the balance of suffering and glory. 
i. John ran away with all the other disciples to avoid 

suffering with Jesus when he was arrested (Mk. 14:20). 
ii. Yet, John was the only disciple that we know was 

present at the crucifixion (Jn. 19). 
2.  Ill: They say, “A leopard can’t change its spots,” but John did – he 

learned a lot as he followed Jesus. He grew from an imbalanced 
hothead into a loving elder statesman for the church. 

B.  He witnessed Jesus perform many signs and wonders. 
1.  The first half of John’s Gospel describe 7 special miracles, or 

“signs,” performed by Jesus – from the transformation of water 
into wine to the resurrection of Lazarus. 

2.  The last half describes JC’s most incredible miracle – his resurrection. 
3.  John tells us that these are just some of the signs & wonders that Jesus 

performed in his lifetime – he did many more that were not recorded. 
4.  Ill: The only other place in the Bible where signs & wonders are 

so widespread is in the story of the Exodus (Ex. 10:1-2) 
a.  God performed many signs through Moses. 
b.  The purpose was so that the people would recognize God. 

5.  John was thoroughly convinced that Jesus was God in the flesh (Jn 1:1) 
because he saw Jesus do so many miracles & raise himself from the dead 

II.  JOHN WROTE FOR A SPECIAL PURPOSE (v. 31) 
A.  He wrote so that his readers would exercise faith in Jesus. 

1.  “Believe” is the most frequently used word in John’s Gospel. 
a.  John uses the verb 98 times, compared to 36 times in the other Gs. 
b.  Almost everyone that Jesus comes in contact with is faced 

with a choice to either believe in Jesus or not. 
2.  John wrote the way he did to lead his readers to faith (belief) in 

JC as the Son of God and the Savior of the World. 
3.  The world’s most famous verse comes from this book and it’s 

no surprise that it focuses on believing in Jesus and eternal life. 
4.  Ill: I’ve never met a grandparent who wasn’t excited about show 

pictures of their grandkids or even introducing them to others. 



B.  He wrote so that his readers would experience eternal life. 
1.  Faith is our response to Christ’s invitation to “follow him,” but 

life – eternal life - is the gift we receive in return. 
2.  Eternal life: 

a.  Is always linked to faith in Jesus Christ (Jn. 3:15) 
b.  Is the opposite of eternal judgment and death (Jn. 5:24) 
c.  Is perpetually satisfying (Jn. 6:27) 
d.  Comes from Christ himself (Jn. 10:28) 
e.  Is the same as knowing God (Jn. 17:3) 

3.  Eternal life is a quality of life as well as a quantity of life. 
a.  It describes what life is like in heaven with Jesus. 
b.  It also describes what it is like to walk with Jesus day by 

day on this earth. 
C.  Ill: Jesus talked about the need to be “born again.” A baby in its mother’s 

womb is very much alive, but it’s sights, sounds, and experiences are 
limited. When that baby enters the world, he or she enter a whole other 
level of life with many new things to experience. 

 
Conclusion 

• John wrote his Gospel so that his readers - you - would believe in 
Jesus Christ and receive eternal life. 

• Ill: God wants to engage your heart as well as your head. It is possible to 
miss heaven and eternal life by 18 inches. That’s the approximate 
distance between your head and your heart. Your head is where you 
learn about the details of Christ’s life and ministry, but your heart is 
where you fall in love with him. You’ll know when God has engaged 
your heart because he will empower your hands and your feet as well. 

• I want to urge you to close the gap between your head, heart, & hands today: 
• John was the only disciple that we know that was at the crucifixion (Jn. 19). 

o John was standing by the foot of the cross with Jesus’ mother Mary 
and some other women. 

o While Jesus was hanging on the cross, Jesus asked John to take his 
mom into his home and take care of her. 

o This tender moment paints a beautiful picture of faith & discipleship. 
§ John identified with Jesus at great risk to himself. 
§ John dedicated his life to caring for the people that Jesus cared 

about – His mom. 
§ John shared his story of transformation with Jesus. 

• Just like the characters in this Gospel you have a decision to make – 
what will you do with Jesus. 
o Will you identify with Jesus through repentance and faith? 
o Will you dedicate your life to caring for the people Jesus cares about? 
o Will you share your story of transformation in Christ with others? 

• Ill: I want to close with a quote from British missionary C.T. Studd: “Only 
one life, twill soon be passed. Only what’s done for Christ will last.” 


