
The Danger of False Faith 
That You May Believe, John 8:12-59 

Introduction 

• The 7-day Feast of Tabernacles was one of the most popular Jewish 
festivals in Jesus’ day, if not the most popular – and for good reason. 

• The Feast was full of meaningful rituals and traditions 
o The people ate and slept outside in temporary shelters made of 

wooden walls and topped with tree branches and palm fronds. 
o The other traditions all revolved around the symbols of water & light. 

§ Every morning the people celebrated the water ceremony. 
§ Every evening the people gathered in the court of women for a 

time music, dancing, and celebration. 
• Four huge lamps illuminated the area around the temple.  
• Men with religious influence carried burning torches in their 

hands and danced with enthusiasm while the temple 
orchestra filled the night with music. 

• The combination of the temple, the crowds, the music, & the 
glow of lamps & torches would have made quite an impact 
combined in a time long before electric lights were invented. 

• That’s what was going on in John 8 when Jesus made the startling 
announcement on the last day of the Feast: “I am the Light of the world; he 
who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the Light of life.” 

• Based on John’s thesis statement in John 20:30-31, we might expect 
read how many people in the crowd came to believe in Jesus. 

• Instead, we find the opposite; we see how many in the crowd came to reject JC. 
• As the conversation unfolds, John highlights 5 kinds of people who 

don’t believe in Jesus.  
• I have two aims todays. 

o One aim is to explain to you how Jesus got to the cross: How did 
Jesus go from being revered as popular preacher and miracle 
working to being executed like a common criminal?  

o Another aim is to warn you about the danger of false faith. 
§ The “unbelievers” in this passage were thoroughly religious. 
§ In some cases, they were even religious leaders and teachers of 

the Mosaic Law. 
§ Being “religious,” or participating in religious activities is not 

the same as having saving faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Body 
I.  People who reject Jesus’ testimony about Himself (8:13). 

A.  The Pharisees dismissed Jesus’ announcement about being “The 
Light of the world” because he was speaking on his own authority. 
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B.  Jesus reminded them that the Law only required two people to 
establish a testimony as true. 
1.  Jesus didn’t speak by himself, but in concert with the HF. 
2.  The Pharisee didn’t recognize Jesus as God’s messenger 

because they didn’t know God (oida means “first hand or 
personal knowledge,” v. 19). 

C.  From 1885 to 1991, about two hundred mainline NT scholars 
gathered throughout the U.S. twice a year as the Jesus Seminar.1 
1.  The goal of this group was to reconstruct the “real historical 

“Jesus apart from the “mythical” Jesus that is presented in Bible. 
2.  Beginning from this assumption, this group concluded that Jesus 

never said 82 percent of words attributed to Him in the Gospels. 
D.  This conclusion is unacceptable, but people commit the same kind 

of error today when they pick and choose which parts of the Bible 
they want to believe and obey. 

 

II.  People who are confused about Jesus’ death (8:22) 
A.  Jesus told the crowd that He would soon be going away. 
B.  They Jews wondered if Jesus was going to commit suicide. 
C.  JC explained that they would know who He was when He was “lifted up.” 

1.  This was a clear allusion to His death on a cross. 
2.  When Jesus was lifted up on a cross, He gave His life as 

sacrifice for the sin of the world. 
3.  Those who refused this gift would die in their unbelief (v. 24). 

D.  Those who think that Jesus was just religious leader, or a moral 
example can’t help but see His death as a waste. Jesus was cut down 
in the prime of his life and his full potential was never filled. 

E.  Those who believe that JC was both the Son of God & the Son of Man know 
that His death was a great gift as God bridged the gap between Him & us. 

 

III.  People who make a profession of faith without follow through (8:31) 
A.  Verse 30 says, “Many people came to believe in Him.” 
B.  I’ve always seen that as a positive statement, but in light of the 

context, now I’m not so sure. 
C.  Jesus explained that genuine faith goes deeper than an outward statement. 

1.  It takes obedience and consistency to show that you are really a 
follower of Jesus (meno means “to reside, abide, or stay,” v. 31). 

2.  Genuine faith results in genuine freedom in the way a flashlight allows 
you to move through unfamiliar terrain without hurting yourself. 

D.  Our community is full of people with a superficial understanding of faith. 
1.  There are about 30k people who live within a 3-mile radius of our church. 
2.  Even though an overwhelming majority would claim some sort of 

affiliation with Christianity, only 2 out of 10 attend church on any 
given Sunday & only 4 out of 10 show evidence of genuine faith. 



IV.  People who are blind to their own sin (8:33). 
A.  The Jews claimed they had “never been enslaved to anyone.” 

1.  This claim was historically inaccurate. At one time or another 
the Jews have been enslaved or controlled by Egypt, Assyria, 
Babylonia, Media-Persia, Macedonia, Syria, and Rome. 

2.  The Feast of Tabernacles was a reminder of their liberation from Egypt.2 
B.  The Jews were blind about their political situation just like they 

were blind about their spiritual situation. 
1.  Sinner sin because they are enslaved to their sin (v. 34) 
2.  Sinners sin because of the nature they inherited from their 

father, the devil (v. 43). 
C.  A 67-year-old woman went in for a routine cataract surgery and 

received quite a shock. The woman had worn disposable contacts 
for 35 years. From time to time, she couldn't find her lens in her 
right eye to remove it, so she figured she'd dropped it somewhere. 
When she went in for cataract surgery, the doctor found a “blue 
mass” made up of 27 contact lenses that had been left in eye. 

D.  Those who are blind to their sin see no need for a Savior. 
 

V.  People who worship their religious traditions (8:53). 
A.  The Jews were offended at the idea that Jesus was greater than Abraham. 

1.  They were proud of their ethnic and religious heritage. 
2.  They were fiercely protective of the rituals and traditions 

associated with that heritage. 
B.  Jesus claimed to be the God who blessed Abraham. 

1.  In Gen. 12:1-3, God promised to bless the whole world through Abraham. 
2.  Jesus claimed that promise had finally come true through Him. 

C.  Jesus claimed to be the God who Abraham worshiped. (Ex. 3:13-15) 
D.  Resistance to change is one indication of misplaced worship. 

1.  If your faith is in faith, or the outward observances of that faith than 
change can be scary because you don’t have anything beyond it. 

2.  In about a year and a half, my oldest, Gavin will go off to college. As 
proud as Sarah and I will be of him, we will miss him a lot. As nice 
as it might be to turn his bedroom into a guestroom, or sowing room, 
or a mancave, we will probably leave it alone. It would feel disloyal 
to change his room because it’s a symbol of him in our home. 

 

Conclusion 

• Not only does this passage explain how Jesus came to be hated, it 
exposes 5 kinds of false believers - people who don’t believe in Jesus.  

• The people in this passage aren’t heathens, pagans, or atheists, they’re 
religious people gathered for a 7-day religious feast. 

• As I close, I ask you to examine your heart for any of these variations of false 
faith. Saving faith is trusting in the death, burial, & resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
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