
Lord of Life and Death 
That You May Believe, John 11:1-46 

Introduction 

• There are lots of Bible names for boys that are popular: Adam, Noah, 
Jonah, Daniel, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and Paul. 

• There are also some Bible names for girls that are popular today: Eve, 
Rachel, Leah, Deborah, Delilah, Ruth, Naomi, Hannah, Abigail, 
Elizabeth, Mary, and Martha. 

• What about Lazarus? Have you ever met a Lazarus? I wonder why? Do you 
think it's because of people associate that name so strongly with life and death? 

• Lazarus’ resurrection is the climax in a string of 7 signs in the Gospel of John. 
o Jesus turned water into wine at a wedding in Cana. 
o Jesus healed a royal official’s son in Capernaum. 
o Jesus healed a lame man by the pool of Bethesda. 
o Jesus fed a crowd of 5,000 men & their families w/ 5 loaves of bread & 2 fish. 
o Jesus walked across the Sea of Galilee. 
o Jesus healed a man born blind. 

• A sign is a miracle with a purpose – to reveal something about the one 
who performs it. 

• These weren’t the only signs that Jesus performed, but John chose these 
7 signs to show that JC is Lord over everything, including life & death. 

• Lazarus’ story resonates with all of us because we live in a life or death 
world. You may not have feed 5,000 or walk across a lake, but we will 
all face death someday. 

• Lazarus’s resurrection was witnessed by 3 different groups of people 
and they all had a question for Jesus. 

 

Body 
I.  Why would you risk your life? (vv. 1-16) 

A.  Mary & Martha sent word to Jesus that their brother, Lazarus, was sick. 
1.  The siblings lived in Bethany which was near Jerusalem. 
2.  Mary’s story isn’t introduced until the next chapter, but it was 

famous enough that everyone already knew about it. 
3.  Jesus had developed a close relationship with Lazarus & his sisters. 

B.  Jesus announced his plans to go to near Jerusalem and his disciples 
questioned him (v. 8) 
1.  The Jewish establishment had tried to kill Jesus through stoning twice. 
2.  He had escaped by running away to the countryside on the other side 

of the Jordan River. The father He was from Jerusalem, the safer. 
3.  It didn’t make sense to the disciples for Jesus to risk His life if 

Lazarus was just sleeping. 
C.  Jesus explained more clearly that Lazarus was dead. 

1.  The Heavenly Father must have revealed this detail to him. 
2.  Jesus waited 2 more days to leave for Bethany also at the 

Heavenly Father’s direction. 

D.  Thomas displayed a tremendous amount of courage. 
1.  This is the same disciple who is nicknamed "Doubting Thomas" 

later in this Gospel. 
2.  He assumes that this trip to Bethany will mean certain death for 

Jesus and all his disciples and he says, “let’s go.” 
 

II.  Why did you wait so long? (vv. 17-27) 
A.  Jesus arrived in Bethany and found a large group of people from Jerusalem 

there to comfort Mary & Martha. 
B.  Martha came out to meet Jesus and questioned him. (v. 21) 

1.  She knew that Jesus had an intimate relationship with the 
Heavenly Father. 

2.  If Jesus had come earlier and prayed for Lazarus, he definitely 
would have recovered. 

C.  Jesus revealed that He was and still is “the resurrection and the life.” 
1.  This “I Am” statement teaches us about Christ’s power over life 

and death. 
2.  Life after death (eternal life) can only be experienced through 

Jesus Christ – not apart from him. 
 

III.  Why didn’t he do something? (vv. 28-46) 
A.  Mary came out to speak with Jesus followed by a large group of mourners. 

1.  It wasn’t uncommon in that day to hire professional mourners. 
2.  The large turnout speaks to the prominence of Lazarus’ family. 

B.  Mary’s response to Jesus was much more emotional. 
1.  She wept, and the Lord wept with her. 
2.  Jesus’ emotions came from a righteous indignation over sin and 

its effects on the human body. 
C.  The Jewish mourners watched and questioned him. 

1.  If he was a miracle worker, why didn’t he perform a miracle for 
this man and this family who he clearly loved? 

2.  If he could really heal why didn’t he heal Lazarus. 
D.  Jesus commanded them to remove the stone at the entrance to 

Lazarus’ tomb. 
1.  Martha (always the practical one) objected because Lazarus had 

been dead for 4 days and the smell would be overpowering. 
2.  The 4-day wait was important to prove that Lazarus was truly dead. 

a.  First-century Jews believed a person’s spirit hovered over their 
body for 3 days looking for an opportunity to reunite with the body. 

b.  After that, the spirit leaves and the body starts to decay. 
3.  Jesus prayed out loud for the benefit of the disciples, Martha & 

Mary, and all the onlookers because Lazarus’ death had a purpose. 
4.  Jesus commanded Lazarus to come out of the tomb – and he did. 

E.  Once again, the reaction to this sign was mixed. 
1.  Some believed in Jesus as the Lord of Life and Death. 
2.  Some went into Jerusalem to tell the Pharisees what he has done. 

 



Conclusion 

• Jesus answered all of these questions when he raised Lazarus from the dead. 
• This climactic sign teaches us that Jesus defeated death… 

o So that you could love Him. 
§ Jesus is motived by love all throughout this story. 
§ He risked his life to save the life of a friend he loved very much. 
§ The real question is will the people in this story – will you love 

him in return? 
§ Later in the Gospel of John Jesus stated, “Greater love has no one 

than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.” (Jn. 15:13) 
o So that you could glorify Him. 

§ Jesus didn’t wait to visit Lazarus because He didn’t care, but so 
that He might perform a greater miracle. 

§ Healing someone from a sickness is amazing but raising them 
from the dead is even more incredible. 

§ If Jesus can do that what can’t he do? 
§ He must be received and revered as God in the flesh – even today! 
§ Back in the introduction to John’s Gospel is says, “And the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, 
glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.” (Jn. 1:14) 

o So that you could believe in Him. 
§ Jesus' entire earthly ministry was about one thing – getting people 

who need to be saved to believe that he was their Savior. 
§ Believe (pisteuo) is an action word that means “to have faith or trust.” 

• You can’t be passive in your response to Jesus. 
• You either have to accept him or reject him. 

§ Believing isn’t a “head” response, but a “whole-life” response. 
§ The theme verse for the whole Gospel of John and this year’s 

VBS is John 20:31: “But these are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God and that by 
believing you may have life in his name.” 

• I’m sharing this message with you today so that you can see these truths 
for yourselves. (Do you see how I got these truths from the story?) 

• Here’s the challenge: Will you give your life to Jesus? 
o He is the Lord of Life and Death so there is no real life apart from him. 
o He defeated death through his resurrection from the dead so that you 

could experience eternal life through him. 
o He offers his life to you in exchange for your sinful and broken life. 

• Just like at Lazarus’ resurrection, some people encounter Jesus & reject him. 
o They enjoy the “religious show” and then go back to business as usual. 
o Even worse, they use the things of God to play politics in the church. 

• Jesus is the Lord of Life and Death. Will you give your life to him without 
reservation and without taking it back? 


