
Men of Faith 
Father’s Day 2019, Genesis 22:1-19 

Introduction 

• This year’s SBC Annual meeting was in Birmingham, AL this past week. 
o Even though I did not attend, I’m proud to be a Southern Baptist as 

messengers voted overwhelmingly to condemn racism and sexual 
abuse in the church – two issues that we must be taken seriously. 

o The last time I visited Birmingham I had the privilege of visiting the 
historical Dexter Avenue Memorial Church where Dr. Martin Luther 
King served as pastored while fighting against racism in his day. 

o Dr. King Jr. was a father to 4 children as well as a man of deep faith and 
conviction. He once said, “Faith is taking the first step even when you don't 
see the whole staircase.” 

• This fits very well with the Bible’s definition of faith found in the book of 
Hebrews 11:1: “faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen.”  I like the way the NIV puts it: “Now faith is being sure of 
what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” 

• This Father’s Day I want to focus on a father in Bible who was an 
excellent example of faith: Father Abraham. 
o God had called Abraham out of his homeland and promised to bless 

him (Gen. 12:1-3). 
o That blessing included a land and children to pass that land to (Gen. 

13:14-18, 15:1-4) 
o God’s blessing was put in jeopardy many times as Abraham and 

Sarah passed out the child bearing years (Gen. 18). 
o God’s promise finally came true when Abraham had a son named 

Isaac, but that wasn’t the last test of his faith. 
• In Genesis 22, God presents Abraham with one last test of faith – to 

sacrifice his beloved son on an altar. 
o As we follow Abraham along this particularly hard part of his 

faith journey there are 3 lessons we must learn if we are going to 
walk by faith. 

o I want to encourage father’s today to be men of faith. 
o I want to encourage children at any age, to pay attention to 

examples that you have all around you. 
 
Body 
I.  THE TOUGHEST TEST (v. 1-6) 

A.  Story 
1.  This was a test devised by God. 

a.  Don’t let that make you uncomfortable. 
i. God also tested the nation of Israel on Mt. Sinai with 

the 10 Commandments (Ex. 20:20)   
ii. The nation is Israel tested God’s patience repeatedly. 

b.  A test is simply a way for God to reveal obedience, produce 
reverence, and discover authenticity. 

c.  For Abraham, it looked back to the way His relationship 
with God began, and it looked forward to the way his family 
would relate to God in the future. 

2.  God told Abraham to take his only son, Isaac, to Mt. Moriah 
and offer him as a burnt sacrifice. 
a.  Although child sacrifices are unthinkable today, they were 

common in Abraham’s day. 
b.  They were eventually outlawed in Israel (Deut. 12:31, 18:10). 

3.  Abe rose early the next morning & made preparations for the trip. 
4.  After 3 days, he arrived & left his helpers at the base of the mountain. 

a.  Abraham was apparently familiar with. Mt. Moriah 
b.  Tradition states that it was the exact place where Solomon 

built the temple and where the Dome of the Rock stands today. 
5.  As they climbed to the place of sacrifice, Abraham carried the 

torch and the knife and Isaac carried the wood for the fire. 
B.  Point: God tests us for our benefit. 

1.  Abraham’s test was unique to his faith journey. 
2.  Following God today still requires faith and at times situations 

that will test our obedience and reverence.   
C.  App: What kind of benefits can we expect? 

1.  Our faith is strengthened (Like working out) 
2.  We are able to live out the purpose that we were made for: to 

listen to and obey God and to enjoy Him forever. 
3.  Ill: It’s summer and schools are out, but some you – student and 

teachers – are still recovering from your end of the year testing and 
final exams. Testing and exams aren’t very fun, but they are need 
to show that the teaching process has been effective. 

 

II.  THE LONGEST WALK (v. 7-8) 
A.  Story 

1.  The last leg of the trip was understandably the hardest for Abe. 
2.  Isaac saw the wood & the fire, but he asked where the offering was. 
3.  Abraham responds with a tremendous amount of faith explain 

that the Lord will provide the offering. 
4.  Hebrews 11:19 helps us to understand what Abe was thinking. 

a.  He knew God would provide and work out all the details. 
b.  He believed that God would raise his son from the dead if 

necessary to fulfill His promises. 
B.  Point: God wants us to trust Him in spite of the benefits. 

1.  Abraham knew that God would provide, but he was willing to 
obey even if he did not receive anything in return. 

2.  If we were to face a test today it would not be in sacrificing a 
child, it would be in a different area. 



C.  App: Would you give God a chance if there was nothing in it for you? 
1.  Would you trust Christ if there was not heaven or hell? 
2.  Would you give to the church if there were no tax breaks? 
3.  Would you serve if there was not promise of recognition? 
4.  Ill: Sometimes dads or even grandparents get accused of trying 

to buy their kids love.  God does not want us to love Him just 
because he gives us stuff. 

 

III.  A LAST-MINUTE PARDON (v. 9-14) 
A.  Story  

1.  Abraham built an altar and arranged the wood for a fire. 
2.  This time he tied up Isaac and laid him on the altar, raising the 

knife high over his head to kill him. 
3.  Just then, the angel of the Lord stopped him. 
4.  He said, “Now I know that you fear me.” 
5.  As Abraham caught his breath, he noticed a ram caught in the 

thicket and took it and offered it up in Isaac’s place. 
6.  Abraham called it, Jehovah Jireh, or “the Lord Will Provide.” 

B.  Point: God cares for the long-term and day-to-day issues of life. 
1.  Abraham trusted God to fulfill his promises, but he also trusted 

God to work out the details. 
2.  Following God requires us to let Him play both roles on our lives. 

C.  App: Will you trust God? 
1.  God is in control of the here-after (John 3:16, 14:3) 
2.  God is in control of the here and now (John 10:10) 
3.  Did you know there is a London-based travel company that 

guarantees that rain will not ruin your wedding day? According to 
their website, their “cloud-bursting” service starts at $150,000 & 
employs the talents of pilots & meteorologists and takes over three 
weeks to plan. The company their results are 100-percent guaranteed 
– unless a natural disaster occurs that cannot be controlled. 

 
Conclusion 

• Father Abraham’s test teaches us about his faith and our faith as well. 
o I hope it encourages father’s today to be men of faith. 
o I hope it encourages everyone else to pay attention to examples that 

you have all around you. 
• I also hope it reminds us of how far God was willing to go to bring us back 

to him, since he really did sacrifice his son, Jesus Christ, on a cross us. 
• Ill: One night a house caught fire and a young boy was forced to flee to the 

roof. The father stood on the ground below with outstretched arms, calling to 
his son, "Jump! I'll catch you." He knew the boy had to jump to save his life. 
All the boy could see, however, was flame, smoke, and blackness. As can be 
imagined, he was afraid to leave the roof. His father kept yelling: "Jump! I 
will catch you." But the boy protested, "Daddy, I can't see you." The father 
replied, "But I can see you and that's all that matters." 


