
Left Behind 
That You May Believe, John 14:1-31 

Introduction 

• Jesus left the world better than he found it. 
o He took on human flesh and came into a world darkened by sin. 
o He demonstrated his incredible power by turning water into wine, 

multiplying food, a bringing Lazarus back from the dead. 
o He taught people about God’s plan to save them and invited them to 

trust him as their Savior. 
o Those who loved him really loved him and those who hated him 

hated him just as much. 
o When the time was right, he told his disciples he was about to leave 

them, and it broke their collective heart. 
• But Jesus didn’t leave his disciples without a plan. 

o He told them about the plan ahead of time so they would cheer up 
and be strengthened in their faith (14:29). 

o His plan was to continue his ministry through his disciples even 
though he was returning to his Heavenly Father in heaven. 

o His plan bridges the gap between Jesus’ day and our day because 
we are still living out that plan. 

• In order to make sense of the pain of parting, we all hope to leave things 
and people better than we found them. 

• In the Farewell Discourse found in John 14:1-31, we read about 3 
realities that Jesus left behind that change the world forever. 

• I am sharing this message so you can align your life with God’s plan. 
o If you are a believer than its only natural that you would want to 

know and live according to God’s will for your life. 
o If you aren’t a believer than you’ve probably struggled with how to 

make sense of all of the details in your life. 
o If you get the big stuff right, the details will take care of themselves. 

Think about it – if you are planning a party, all you have to decide is 
when to have it, where to meet, and whom to invite. The details 
about how to decorate and what food to serve are not unimportant, 
but they will generally fall in line once you have decided the big 
stuff. 

• Jesus left the world better than he found it by leaving behind these 3 realities.   
 
Body 
I.  Jesus Left Behind Disciples Who Look Forward to His Return (14:1-6). 

A.  Jesus tried to comfort his disciples after telling them the bad news – 
that he was about to leave them. 

B.  Jesus promised that they would eventually be reunited. 
1.  The Heavenly Father’s house has many rooms. 
2.  While gone, JC would be preparing a place for each of his 

disciples.  

3.  The KJV translation in v. 2 is unfortunate. 
a.  Jesus described heaven as 1 mansion with many rooms (monai), 

not a countryside dotted with separate mansions for every believer. 
b.  I don’t know about you, but I’d rather have a corner of a 

room close to Jesus than a sprawling mansion all to myself. 
C.  Jesus emphasized that someday he would “come again.” (v. 3, 18, 28) 

1.  The disciples were stressed out about how to get to heaven, but 
Jesus assured them it’s about who, not how (“I am the way...” v. 6) 

2.  Instead of being stressed out, the disciples were urged to live 
with the tension between "already and not yet." 
a.  They knew that he was leaving, but he had not left yet. 
b.  They knew he was coming back, but it hadn’t happened yet. 

D.  The world was and is better off with a growing group of disciples 
working to make Jesus known while they look forward to his return. 
1.  Jesus didn’t just leave his disciples behind, he sent them out into 

the world to make more disciples on his behalf (John 20:19-21) 
2.  I praise God for the disciples, not just the decisions, that have 

been made through our church. 
 

II.  Jesus Left Behind Churches that Do Greater Work than He Did (14:12-14). 
A.  Jesus caught the attention of his disciples with another amazing 

promise: they would do “greater works” than he did. 
1.  He had just reminded them that his words and works and all 

come for the Heavenly Father because of their close relationship 
with one another (v. 10). 

2.  Certainly not greater in importance or degree for these is no way to 
top Jesus walking on water or raising Lazarus from the dead. 

3.  Disciples can do greater works than Jesus in terms of size & scale. 
B.  Jesus commissioned Peter along with the rest of disciples to “tend” Christ’s 

sheep that would be gathered in churches after he left (John 21:15-17). 
1.  As often as churches use the Word of God to exalt the Son of 

God, they do “greater works” than Christ himself. 
2.  Instead of 11 disciples gathered around to hear from God, there 

are hundreds of thousands of churches around the world with 
millions of disciples gathered to hear from God right now! 

3.  Those with the gifts of service are just as important as those with 
the gifts of speaking if they are glorifying God (1 Peter 4:11). 

 

III.  Jesus Left Behind the Holy Spirit that Ministers on His Behalf 
(14:16-17, 25-29). 

A.  Jesus also promised to send the Holy Spirit to help his disciples. 
B.  The world (unbelievers) cannot receive the Holy Spirit because they 

don't know God who sends the Holy Spirit. 
C.  The Holy Spirit is a teacher as well as a helper.  

1.  He teaches disciples through the Living & Written Word of God. 
2.  He reminds disciples of the Words they have already learned. 



a.  The might be through Bible listening, reading, study, 
meditation, or memorization. 

b.  The goal is to get in Word of God so that the WOG gets in you. 
D.  Pastor J. D.Greear wrote a book called Jesus, Continued…, but the subtitle 

really says it all “Why the Spirit inside you is better than Jesus beside you.” 
Conclusion 

• Jesus left the world better than he found it because he left behind 
three important realities: 
o Disciples who look forward to his return. 
o Churches that do greater works than he did. 
o The Holy Spirit that ministers on his behalf. 

• These realities are all independent - you can’t have 1 without the others. 
• As I said earlier, I am sharing this message, so you might align your life with 

God’s plan and promises. Here are 3 questions to help you take the next step. 
o Are you a disciple of Christ? 

§ I’m not talking about the denomination Disciples of Christ, and I’m 
not talking about being Christian (3 times vs. 269 times in the Bible) 

§ I’m talking about being a student of Jesus that is learning to 
reproduce yourself in other people. 

§ There are 2 ways to tell if you are a disciple. 
• You are looking forward to the second coming. (non-

disciples are either clueless or afraid. 
• You are investing yourself in the spiritual development of 

other people (your kids, a friend, or someone at church) 
o Are you engaged in the work of the church? 

§ Once again, don’t misunderstand me. I’m not asking if you attend. 
§ I’m asking if you are committed to & serving in some part of our 

collective ministry. (age-graded, SS, outreach, even administrative) 
§ God has placed us at a strategic crossroads in our community so 

that we can invite our neighbors to faith in Christ and invest in 
their spiritual development. 

§ It takes more than members, it takes members who use their 
gifts for God’s glory (btw, you are never too old or too young) 

o Are you hearing from the Holy Spirit?  
§ The Holy Spirit always speaks and works in concert with God’s 

Word like a megaphone. 
§ The phones and tablets that so many of us carry around these days 

can access infinite amounts of information, but they have to be 
connected to a wifi or cell signal. The Bible is your connection 
point to God, if you are never in it you will never hear from Him. 

• If you align yourself with the big stuff in God’s plan, the details that 
we so often worry about will fall into place. 

• Jesus left the world better because he left us behind to multiply his ministry. 
• He won’t be gone forever. His coming again someday soon Are you ready? 

 


