
The Marks of a Disciple 
That You May Believe, John 15:1-17 

Introduction 

• 31-one-year-old Jermaine Wilson grew up in Leavenworth, KS selling 
drugs out of his childhood apartment. He started using drugs at age 11 and 
was in juvenile detention by 15. By 21, he was in the maximum-security 
wing at Lansing Correctional, a state prison in Kansas. 
o While there, he had a realization. "If I don't change,” he thought, “I'm 

either going to spend the rest of my life in prison or dead in a casket.” 
o In a strange turn of events, Jermaine is now the mayor of 

Leavenworth, KS according to a story that air on CBS earlier this 
year. Jermaine credits the transformation to God, education, and 
volunteer work. After prison, he started serving his community and 
got his felony record expunged, paving the way for a political run. 

o Today, Jermaine couldn't be more opposite. The school district 
that once expelled him now welcomes him back with open arms. 
He also works for a non-profit that helps ex-cons find and keep 
good jobs. Of course, he has his duties as the mayor. It's all made 
possible, he says, by the “gift of incarceration.” 

• J. Wilson’s story isn’t that different from Jesus’ followers in the Gospels. 
o Jesus called 12 ordinary men to be his students and mentees. 
o These men were imperfect, uneducated, sinners in need of a Savior. 
o Something happened along the way – they became disciples of Jesus. 

§ In one sense, they were disciples the moment they said, “yes.” 
§ But in another very real sense, they didn’t become disciples 

until they put their faith in the resurrected Jesus. (Jo. 20:29) 
o Jermaine Wilson was transformed from inmate to a mayor; Christ’s 

followers were transformed from unbelievers to disciples. 
• Jesus used the parable of the vine and the branches to teach us about 

spiritual transformation in John 15:1-17. (Please open your bibles) 
o Verses 1-8 relay the contents of the parable, Verse 9-17 the explanation. 
o Jesus states the main point of the parable in verse 8. 

§ God is glorified when unbelievers “bear fruit” and become 
disciples of Christ. (ginomai, to enter a state or condition) 

§ Bearing fruit as a branch connected to Christ is 1 of the 3 
marks of a true disciple of Christ.  

• I want to give you the other 2 marks of a disciple as we unpack Jesus’ parable 
and ask, “When does an unbeliever become a disciple?” (Read passage.) 

• This message is vitally important for those who have misunderstood the Gospel. 
o The Gospel is a transformation, not just information. 

§ The tag line for this sermon series is “That You May Believe,” but 
if you only become a “believer” in Jesus you sell yourself short. 

§ The good news (Gospel) about Jesus is a message to be 
believed, but it’s also a mindset to be adopted. 

§ That’s why we’ve chosen to focus our church programs & 
ministries on learning, loving, and living out the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and sharing it with the world. (mental assent is only 1 part) 

o The Gospel is an expedition, not just a destination. 
§ Responding to the good news about Jesus is the start of a 

relationship, not just the end of your sin and brokenness. 
§ Baptism is the starting line, not the finish line of the Christian life. 
§ As you’ll see, the marks of a true disciple are dynamic, not 

static – they develop and change over time. (Pray) 
 
Body 

I.  Disciples build a friendship with Jesus. 
A.  Social media has changed the way we view friendship. 

1.  It used to be that you had to be physically present with 
someone to make a friend, but now you can become friends 
with people all over the world with the click of a button. 

2.  Social media can increase our ability to communicate, but it 
can’t increase our capacity to care. (shallow) 

B.  A friendship with Jesus is based on trust and affection. 
1.  Friends depend on each other because they have a two-way bond. 

a.  Jesus calls us to “abide in me and I in you” (v. 4). 
b.  We are branches and branches can do nothing by 

themselves, they are just sticks (v. 5). (mark of a D) 
2.  Friends are better than servants because they care for each other. 

a.  Jesus considers us friends because he gave his life for us (v. 13). 
b.  JC considers us friends b/c he reveals himself and the Heavenly 

Father’s will to us (v. 15, we can’t claim ignorance). 
C.  It takes time to build a friendship with Jesus. 

1.  It takes up to 3 years to grow grapes on a vine. After the vine/branches 
are established, grapes grow like the life of the vine moves into them. 

2.  Jesus could have downloaded everything he wanted his disciples 
to directly into their brain the moment he called them, but he 
didn’t because he wanted to develop a relationship with them. 

 

II.  Disciples bear fruit that lasts. 
A.  Spiritual fruit is the word of God put into practice. (def) 

1.  In a broad sense, it's every act done in obedience to Christ 
a.  Fruit is every display of Christ-like character. 
b.  Fruit is ever prayer prayed in accordance with God’s will (v. 7, 16). 
c.  Fruit is every deed done to bring unbelievers to faith in Christ. 



d.  The beauty of the vineyard is in the sheer magnitude of grapes 
produced, not just one particular grape. 

2.  In a narrow sense, its ever act of love done for another 
believer. (more about that in a moment) 

B.  God prunes us to make us more fruitful. 
1.  The vinedresser removes all the old growth to make room 

for new growth and fruit. 
2.  God uses His Word to prune and clean us (v. 3). 
3.  He works to remove things in our lives that get in the way of our 

fruitfulness. (sinful habits, misplaced priorities, harmful relationships) 
4.  People who don’t bear fruit aren’t disciples, they’re imposters (v.6). 

C.  True spiritual fruit remains to the end 
1.  Anyone can do something that looks spiritual on the outside. 
2.  Only the deeds done in the power of God will make a lasting impact. 

 

III.  Disciples demonstrate love for other believers. 
A.  Spiritual fruit is the word of God put into practice (broad/narrow). 
B.  Demonstrating a love for other believers is a prominent mark of a disciple 

because grows out of 1st & 2nd great commands (Matt 22:35-40). 
1.  These commands cover all of God’s instructions (the 10 Comm). 
2.  The first command is assumed (v. 9) 
3.  The second command is reinforced here. 

C.  We must follow Jesus’ example in demonstrating love for others. 
1.  Jesus laid down his life for the ones he loved – his friends. 
2.  We must show love to everyone we meet as our “neighbor,” but 

we have a special responsibility to love our “family of faith.” 
3.  We must not become puffed up with pride over our special 

relationship with Christ. 
a.  He chose us (elected/eklegomai), we did not choose him (v. 16). 
b.  You don’t need to be afraid of the doctrine of election, (it's in 

the bible) just understand it rightly. (Purpose not privilege) 
c.  Back to the parable, he planted us we did not plant ourselves. 

 
Conclusion 

• When does an unbeliever become a disciple? When he or she 
displays the marks of a disciple (friendship, fruit, and love) 

• Can an inmate become a mayor? Anything’s possible through the 
transforming power of God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Are you an unbeliever or a disciple? Only you can answer that today 
based on the marks of the disciple Jesus gave us in His Word. 

• I do know this, that your answer matters now and for all eternity. 
o Only disciples will be with Christ for eternity. 
o Imposters will be thrown away and burned up in the fire. 


