
Holy Spirit 
That You May Believe, John 16:5-15 

Introduction 

• Ill: D. L. Moody was a shoe salesman turned international evangelist near the 
end of the 19th century.  He had a huge impact on the Kingdom of God, 
holding crusades & other meetings across America & Europe.  His influence 
is still felt today through the institutions that he left behind: Moody Bible 
Institute, Moody Publishers, & the Moody Church.  While preparing for a 
crusade in England, a local pastor protested, "Why do we need this 'Mr. 
Moody'? He's uneducated & inexperienced.  Who does he think he is 
anyway? Does he think he has a monopoly on the HS?" Another wiser pastor 
rose and responded, "No, but the HS has a monopoly on Mr. Moody.”  

• Those who know about the Holy Spirit know the effect that He can 
have in the life of a believer.  
o He makes the presence of God personal. 
o He demonstrates the power of God in the life of the believer. 

• In his Farewell Discourse in John 16:5-15, Jesus revealed that the Holy 
Spirit also has a ministry to the world. 

• That’s the big idea of today’s sermon – the Holy Spirit has a ministry 
to church AND the world. 
o If you miss that, you miss half of the Holy Spirit’s ministry. 
o You will also find it hard to make sense of Jesus’ instruction in this 

passage where he says, “it is to your advantage that I go away.” 
§ Jesus is “Immanuel, God with us.” 
§ His coming into the world signaled a turning point in God’s 

plan to save the world. (How can it be an advantage?) 
• I am sharing this message with you today so that you can understand 

and cooperate with the Holy Spirit and his work all around us. 
o The NT warns us against three bad responses to the Holy Spirit: 

§ Resisting the Holy Spirit (Acts 7:51) 
§ Grieving the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) 
§ Quenching the Holy Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) 

o If you’ve ever had the experience of walking against a strong 
wind in a storm or swimming again a strong current in the water 
– but it can be intense. When we resist, grieve, or quench the HS, 
we make it much harder to make spiritual progress in our lives. 

• I am sharing this message with you today so that you can cooperate 
with the Holy Spirit and his work in the world. 

• The Holy Spirit has a dynamic ministry to church AND the world – 
we’ll start with His ministry to the world. 

 
Body 

I.  THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVICTS THE WORLD OF SIN. (v. 9) 

A.  To understand the ministry of the HS, we must understand sin. 
1.  Sin is missing the mark - any thought or action that falls short 

of God’s perfect will. (Like an arrow that is off-target) 
2.  In John’s writing, sin is defined as lawlessness & unrighteousness. 

a.  “Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness, 
and sin is lawlessness." (1 John 3:4) 

b.  “All unrighteousness is sin.” (1 John 5:17a) 
3.  Before anyone tries to wiggle out of this definition or shift 

the blame - Rom. 3:23 says, "All have sinned." 
B.  The result of sin is rejecting Jesus Christ. 

1.  Our sin natures lead us to rebel against the righteous 
expectations of God & reject his gracious offer of salvation. 

2.  Ill: It’s as if someone where drowning and refused to let anyone 
help them.  JC is the lifeline & we “grab hold” of him by faith. 

C.  Ill: The HS works in the world like a prosecuting attorney in a 
courtroom.  The prosecuting attorney does everything in their 
power to convince the jury that the defendant is guilty of the 
charges that have been presented against them. 

II.  THE HS CONVICTS THE WORLD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. (v. 10) 
A.  Ill: Some people claim that morality is relative, and that is fine 

until someone assaults their family member or steals their car.  
B.  Righteous describes someone who has a right to stand before 

God – to be in a relationship with Him. 
1.  God is the one who gets to decide what is right. 
2.  God is our standard of righteousness. 

C.  The HS picks up where JC left off, condemning sinners & calling 
them to repentance. (He condemned Pharisees/forgave the repentant) 

D.  Ill: Let’s return to the courtroom scene we imagined earlier.  While 
pursuing a conviction, the prosecutor appeals to the moral standards that 
have established through the law.  A criminal is guilty, not just of 
committing a crime, but failing to live up to the legal standards of the law.  

III.  THE HS CONVICTS THE WORLD OF JUDGMENT. (v. 11) 
A.  Sin always ends in judgment either now or later. 
B.  Jesus knew all sin is inspired by Satan, “the ruler of this world.” 

1.  The term is in the perfect tense, meaning that it has already happened, 
and we are living out the continued effects. 

2.  Those who side with the ruler of this world over the Savior of the 
world will be judged for all eternity when Christ comes back. 

C.  Ill: Let’s return one more time to the courtroom scene. After the 
prosecutor presents all of evidence & references all of the legal standards 
that are relevant to the case, he urges the jury to come back with a 
“guilty” verdict, so that the criminal can be sentenced for his crime. 



IV.  THE HS GUIDES BELIEVERS TO THE TRUTH (v. 12-15) 
A.  Jesus introduced the Holy Spirit to his disciples as “the Spirit of 

Truth,” or The Teacher 
1.  The disciples couldn’t take it all in as they were walking 

with JC, but the HS inspired some of them to complete 
God’s authoritative Word. 

2.  The same Spirit that inspired the Bible guides people to the truth. 
3.  The Holy Spirit focuses the glorify on Jesus Christ, God’s Son. 

a.  There are all kinds of helpful nuggets, helps, and tips in the 
Bible about all kinds of things in life. 

b.  But the Bible and the ministry of the HS isn't focused on you, 
it's focused on Jesus Christ and the message of the gospel.  

B.  Ill: Heb 4:12 says, “For the word of God is living & active & sharper 
than any two-edged sword, & piercing as far as the division of soul & 
spirit, of both joints & marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart."  The HS uses the Word of God as a surgeon's 
scalpel in our lives.  No one that I know enjoys surgery, but we 
submit to it when we know there is no other way to get healthy. 

Conclusion 

• The HS has a dynamic work to the church and the world. 
o He convicts the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment. 
o He guides the believers to the truth. 

• Ill: The HS is like a floodlight. Floodlights point out danger and highlight 
possibilities. When lighting is well done, you don’t see the lights 
themselves, but the hazards or the buildings the lights are trained. The HS 
lights up the dark places in our lives so we can see that we need to be saved. 
The HS also lights of the Savior so that we can see our need for Him. 

• The HS is here and active in our world today, the question is will you 
cooperate with his ministry? 
o Will you escape the judgment that has already been passed on 

you because of your sin? 
o Will you live out the truth of the gospel this week? 

• Ill: You don’t have to be a famous evangelist like D.L Moody to 
experience the work of the HS in your life.  You just have to take 
Jesus Christ at his word and receive the helping presence of the HS 
in your life by faith.  


