
Crucified to be Glorified 
That You May Believe, John 19:16-37 

Introduction 

• Sometimes the first impression is the wrong impression. If you walk past my 
office on a Thursday morning you might hear the conversation & sometimes 
laughter and assume that I’m just “shooting the breeze,” - but you would be 
wrong. I am investing in the spiritual growth of some of the men in our church. 
We are reading & memorizing the bible with together, praying with & for each 
other, and sharing our weekly highs and lows. It may seem like we are having a 
good time (and we are), but we are also trying to live out the gospel together. 

• At first glance, Christ’s crucifixion on John chapter 19 seems like the 
absolute lowest point in the whole Gospel - but it’s not. 
o What seems like the lowest point is actually the highest point, as 

Jesus Christ gives himself as a sacrifice for sin. 
o John tells the story of Jesus through a series of signs or miracles. 

§ JC uses these signs to demonstrate his power & reveal his true identity. 
§ The crucifixion & resurrection are both parts of the last & best sign. 

• They’re a sign of his grace, not his disgrace 
• They’re a sign of his honor, not his shame 
• They’re a sign of his glorification, not humiliation 

• I am sharing this with you so that you will be able to explain this 
difficult part of the Gospel story to others. 
o Progressive thinkers object to the cross because it seems immoral to 

punish an innocent person for the sins of a guilty person. 
o Muslims reject the crucifixion of Jesus because they believe God’s 

prophets are always victorious against their enemies. 
o Unreligious people dismiss Christ’s death as a made-up fairytale, or 

irrelevant, ancient history. 
• I am also sharing this with you so that you will pledge your faith and 

devotion to Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord. 
o That has been the theme of this entire study: that you may believe. 
o In v. 35, John singles out this story as a reason to believe in Jesus. 

• In John 19:16-37, we learn that Jesus was crucified so that he 
might be glorified. 
o After I read the text, I want to point out 2 ways that Jesus was 

glorified in his crucifixion. 
o Before we go further, I want to ask God to apply his word to our hearts. 

 
Body 

I.  Jesus was glorified as the conquering King of Israel (v. 16-25a). 
A.  John developed the theme of Christ’s kingship throughout his Gospel. 

1.  When Nathaniel met JC in the first chapter, he said, “Rabbi, 
You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel” (Jo. 1:49). 

2.  When the crowds welcomed JC into the Jerusalem for the 
Passover they said, “Hosanna, blessed is he who comes the 
name of the Lord, even the King of Israel” (Jo. 12:13). 

3.  When Pilate questioned Jesus, he asked Jesus if he was, “the 
King of the Jews” (Jo. 18:33). 

B.  Jesus’s victory parade was different from any other. 
1.  Before David was king, he returned from a successful 

campaign against the Philistines to a group of women from the 
city singing, dancing, & play instruments (1 Sam. 18:6-9). 

2.  Roman victory parades were filled with all the pomp and 
circumstances Rome could muster. 
a.  The prisoners of war came first, walking in chains. Their 

leaders were usually executed along the parade route as a 
sacrifice to the Roman gods. 

b.  The weapons and treasures that were captured came on along 
next in wagons with paintings depicting significant battles.  

c.  Roman senators and magistrates followed on foot while 
the victorious general rode in a four-horse chariot and 
his officers rode horseback. 

d.  Unarmed Roman soldiers made up the final unit of the 
parade shouting in triumph. 

C.  Jesus had his crowning moment on the cross.  
1.  The other Gospel writers describe JC’s journey through Jerusalem along 

the Via Delarosa, while caring the heavy horizontal part of a cross. 
2.  John simply tells us that they took Jesus to a place called 

Golgotha, which means "the place of the skull." (picture) 
3.  A squad of 4 soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross along with 2 

other men, one on either side of him. 
4.  Pilate made sure the inscription hanging above Jesus read, 

“Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” 
a.  This clarified Jesus’s charges and discouraged everyone 

in the community from rebelling against Rome. 
b.  It was also Pilate's way of getting back at the Jewish 

authorities for manipulating him into crucifying Jesus. 
c.  Most importantly, it was the Heavenly Father’s 

declaration that Jesus was in fact, King of the Jews. 
5.  The soldiers took Jesus' clothes for their own and gambled 

for his seamless tunic to fulfill Scripture (Ps. 22:18) 
6.  At the cross, God took the most awful way to die and turned 

it into the most awesome demonstration of His love for us. 



II.  Jesus was glorified as the Spotless Lamb of God (v. 25b-37) 
A.  One of the most important nicknames for Jesus in John’s Gospel 

(and there are many) is “Lamb of God.” 
1.  John the Baptist introduced JC that way, twice: “Behold, the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” Jo. 29, 36. 
2.  The annual Passover feast and meal revolved around the 

sacrifice of a spotless lamb. 
3.  The Passover feast was instituted by God when the Jews left 

Egypt (Ex. 12:1-13). 
a.  Every household was to pick out a male lamb who was 

perfect - free from any physical defects (v. 5) 
b.  If the household was too small, they were to join in with 

their nearest neighbors in selecting a lamb (v. 4). 
c.  The lamb was to be killed just before twilight without 

breaking any of its bones (v. 6, Nu. 9:12). 
d.  The blood was to be spread on the doorposts of the home 

with hyssop (v. 7, 22). 
e.  The meat was to be eaten with bitter herbs and the 

leftovers were to be disposed of immediately (v. 10). 
4.  John repeatedly points out that these climatic events are happening 

during the Passover feast (Jo. 13:1; 18:28, 39; 19:14). 
B.  Everyone prepared for the Passover that day, even on Golgotha. 

1.  Jesus was surrounded by his family: his mother, her sister, 
Mary Magdalene – and John, the disciple whom Jesus loved. 

2.  Jesus joined his family to John’s by asking him to take care 
of Mary after he was gone. 

3.  A sponge of sour wine was raised to Jesus’s lips on a hyssop branch. 
4.  When Scripture was perfectly fulfilled, JC called out & gave up his spirit. 
5.  The Jewish leaders were concerned that there would be 

bodies left on Golgotha for the rest of Passover, so they 
asked for them to be taken down. 
a.  Even though the crucifixion was incredibly bloody and 

painful, the major cause of death was usually asphyxiation. 
b.  To speed up the process the soldiers would use an iron 

mallet to break the legs of the prisoner. 
c.  JC was already dead when they got to him so they stabbed 

him in the side to confirm (Ps. 34:20, Zech. 12:10). 
C.  God demanded a final payment for sin, but he also provided that 

payment; all we need is the faith to believe that our debt is “paid in full.” 
D.  In vv. 38-42, John describes how 2 unknown disciples, Joseph of Arimathea 

& Nicodemus, took care of JC’s body. Tonight, I’m going to preach a 
message asking the question, “can you be a secret disciple of Jesus? 

 

Conclusion 

• Jesus was crucified so that he might be glorified. 
o Jesus was glorified as the conquering King of Israel. 
o Jesus was glorified as the Spotless Lamb of God. 

• Those who object to the cross as immoral are forgetting about the 
dignity of sacrificial death. 
o Soldiers are honored for dying for their country and parents are 

praised for protecting their children with their lives. 
o JC willingly gave up his life to demonstrate his love for us (Rom. 5:7-8). 

• Muslims who reject Jesus because he was crucified need to remember this: 
o The Qur’an promises a reward for those who sacrifice themselves 

for the cause of Islam. 
o Why couldn’t God call on his own Son to sacrifice his own life? 

• Unreligious people who dismiss Christ’s death and resurrection are 
ignoring the facts of history. 
o Various historical & legal experts have concluded there is more evidence 

for the death & resurrection of JC than any other event in human history. 
o As JC said in John 8:32, “You will know the truth and the truth will 

set you free.” To ignore Christ’s death is to ignore the truth. 
• We could talk about various groups of people that reject Christ’s 

death and resurrection all day, but that’s beside the point. What about 
you? Do you believe? 
o Do you pledge your faith and devotion to Jesus as your Savior 

and Lord – as your King? 
§ We have a love-hate relationship with monarchs these days. 

In the case of the British monarchy, we are fascinated & 
curious about their lives, but we hate the idea of being ruled. 

§ 1 Peter 1:29 says that those who have come to Jesus are “a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, & holy nation, and people for God’s possession.” 

§ Philippians 2:10-11 says, “at the name of Jesus every knee will 
bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
that every tongue will confess that J is Lord, to the glory of GtheF.” 

§ A pledge of faith and devotion is not a one-time thing, its ongoing.  
o Will you accept the payment made on your behalf by the Lamb of God? 

§ Jesus is the only one who could atone for the sins of the world 
because he isn’t just any lamb, he’s the perfect Lamb of God. 

§ When you accept his payment on your behalf, you are not only freed from 
something (separation from God in hell), but you are freed for something 
(sanctification – good works prepared beforehand, Eph. 2:10)   

§ Accepting God’s payment for sin should change your life. 
• Jesus didn’t run from the cross or avoid it – he embraced it. He knew the cross 

was the only way to defeat sin and death and bring God the glory he deserves. 


