
Ministers of Forgiveness 
That You May Believe, John 21:1-17 

Introduction 

• In 2016, he finally admitted to a year-long struggle with alcohol 
abuse. Not just taking a sip here and there, but a daily dependence on 
alcohol to cope with the stresses of his marriage and his busy job. 
o Those that knew him well approached him several times about his 

struggles, but it didn’t seem to make a difference until he lost his job. 
o As heartbreaking as this situation is, it’s not headline-news unless 

you’re the pastor of one of the fastest growing churches in NA. 
o Perry Noble founded NewSpring Church in Anderson, SC in 2000. 
o By the time Perry Noble was removed from the pastorate in 

2016, the church had grown to over 30,000 in weekly 
attendance, making it one of the largest churches in the SBC. 

• Perry Noble isn’t the only pastor to disqualify himself from ministry recently. 
o Unfortunately, there are dozens and dozens of Christian leaders who 

have disqualified themselves for reasons ranging from sexual 
misconduct, to financial mismanagement, to abuse of power. 

o For every “mega-church” pastor that makes the news, there are 
other lesser known leaders that walk away in disgrace. 

• I don’t want to place blame on Perry Noble or NewSpring Church, but I 
want to highlight the Biblical fact that we’ve “all sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.” – even those who serve as Christian ministers. 
o We have a tendency to put our leaders up on a pedestal – and that’s 

not bad. Those who lead in the church should be careful how they 
live, so they don’t hurt the credibility of Christ or His church. 

o But pastors and other church leaders draw on the same well of 
forgiveness that everyone else does – a well that never runs dry. 

• The very last chapter of the Gospel of John is all about forgiveness. 
o For all practical purposes, Gospel of John is done a chapter 20. 

§ God’s sinless Son, JC, came to earth preaching & performing miracles. 
§ He upset the Jewish establishment so much that they 

eventually had him crucified by the Romans. 
§ That’s when he performed his greatest miracle by coming 

back from the dead. His death was a payment for our sins. 
o But anyone following the story is bound to ask, “What happened to Peter? 

§ Peter was the most promising & outspoken of JC’s disciples. 
§ But when he was tested, he disqualified himself, denying JC 3 times.  

• John 21:1-17 explains how Peter was restored to the ministry. 
o As imperfect disciples, we are supposed to put ourselves in Peter’s 

sandals as Jesus revealed himself and taught 3 final lessons. 
o I’ll save verses 18ff for tonight to ask, “What happened to the Apostles?” 

Body 

I.  We are called to be fishermen and shepherds. 
A.  Sometime after the resurrection, the disciples returned to Galilee 

and Peter suggested that they go fishing. 
1.  We don’t know if they were returning to their former occupation 

(at least 4 were fisherman), or they were just hungry. 
2.  Either way, they set out on an all-night fishing trip and 

didn’t catch a thing.  
B.  Jesus appeared suddenly on the beach and called out for them to 

cast their net on the other side of the boat. 
C.  The disciples didn’t know it was Jesus, but they moved their net 

anyway and caught more fish than they could handle. 
D.  All of the sudden, John realized it was Jesus - and Peter jumped 

into the water to swim to shore to see Jesus up-close. 
E.  When they got to shore, they found that Jesus had made them 

breakfast and Peter pulled the net full of fish onto land. 
F.  After breakfast, Jesus asked Peter some very pointed questions. 

1.  He asked Peter if he loved him more than the other disciples, 3 times. 
2.  Peter was forced to acknowledge his limits and his denials as 

he reaffirmed his love for Jesus. 
3.  Three times, Jesus told Peter to be a shepherd to his sheep. 

G.  The disciples miraculous catch and Jesus’ pointed questions 
were designed to emphasize the main ministries of the church. 
1.  In Jo. 20:21, JC gave his disciples and all those who follow Him 

through their testimony in the power of the HS and mission. 
2.  Matt. 28:19-20 say the mission of the church is to make disciples. 
3.  Half of that mission is pictured by the activity of fishing. 

a.  The disciples’ net was full to capacity, but it did not break. 
b.  Jesus started his earthly ministry with the invitation: “Follow 

me and I will make you fishers of men (Matt. 4:19).” (Evang) 
4.  Jesus mixed his metaphors – the other half of the mission of the 

church is pictured by the activity of shepherding sheep 
a.  As persons are “caught” by God’s grace, they must be cared for. 
b.  Jesus is chief shepherd who expects his under-shepherds 

lead and feed his flock. (Discipleship) 
II.  We are co-workers with Christ. 

A.  Jesus appeared on the beach, not in the boat.  
1.  He knew where all the fish were, and he shared his 

knowledge with the disciples. 
2.  He wanted to help the disciples catch fish, not catch them himself. 

B.  Jesus was about to ascend back into heaven, and he was leaving 
disciples behind to carry on his work in the world. 



1.  He wanted them to “fish” for lost men and women. 
2.  He wanted them to “shepherd” the saved. 

C.  All Christians are co-workers with Christ, not just professional ministers. 
(I want to fish & shepherd, I just don’t want to be the only one) 
1.  “And He gave some…as pastors and teachers, for the 

equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the 
building up of the body of Christ” (Eph. 2:8-10) 

2.  “So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but God who causes the growth. Now he who plants 
and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own 

reward according to his own labor. For we are God’s fellow 
workers…” (1 Cor 3:7-9a) 

III.  We can proclaim forgiveness because we have been forgiven. 
A.  Jesus took the imitative to restore his relationship with Peter and 

restore him to the ministry. 
B.  A lot attention has been given to the fact that Jesus and Peter use 

2 different forms of the word love (agape, phileo), but the main 
point is that Peter was forgiven. 
1.  Peter was grieved that Jesus asked him the same question 3 

times, but it was fitting since he denied Christ 3 times. 
2.  Jesus didn’t just say, “I forgive you,” He told him to get off 

the sidelines and back in the game. 
C.  Peter said it like this in his own epistle: “for you once were not a 

people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy.” (1 Pet. 2:10) 

 
Conclusion 

• Here’s the MP of the last chapter of John: The ministry of the church can’t 
move forward until the ministers of the church receive God’s forgiveness. 
o The mission of the church is disciple-making and the 2 main 

ministries under that banner are evangelism and discipleship. 
§ Everything we do either needs to invite people to faith in Jesus 

or invest in their spiritual growth – if not we don’t need to do it. 
§ Our vision statement breaks these 2 ministries down into steps. 

• Loving, Learning, & Living Out: Discipleship 
• Sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ: Evangelism 

§ I’ve enjoyed teaching seminary extension classes here at Unity 
on Tuesday nights. One of the first things we do every week is 
take a quiz. If someone gave you a quiz right after church, would 
you be able to identify the 2 main ministries of the church? 

o All Christians are ministers, not just the ones who get paid for is. 
§ I said this earlier, but Thearon, Brad, and I want disciple others 

and evangelize, we just don’t want to be the only ones. 

§ In his book, The Master Plan for Evangelism, NT Scholar and 
KY resident, Robert Coleman says, “The test of any work of 
evangelism (and discipleship) thus is not what is seen at the 
moment, or in the conference report, but in the effectiveness 
with which the work continues in the next generation” 

o You must accept God’s forgiveness. 
§ I’ve met too-many people who lived like they either don’t need 

God’s forgiveness or couldn’t accept it. 
• They don’t need God’s forgiveness because they are 

always pointing out the flaws in others. 
• They can’t accept God’s forgiveness because God couldn’t 

never truly forgiveness them for what they’ve done. 
• Sometimes these people are Christians who’ve missed the 

main point of the gospel.  
§ You can’t “sell” something you don’t believe it. Would you trust an 

apple phone salesperson who used a Samsung? A Ford salesperson 
who drove a Chevy? A travel agent who never traveled? 

• Pastor Perry Noble made news again earlier this year by launching a 
new church aptly titled Second Chance Church. 
o I don’t know enough about the particulars of that situation, to know 

if that’s a good or a bad thing, but I do know that God gives second, 
third, and fourth chances – and beyond. 

o I do know that God wants to use you in his ministry to save the world 
and to pass on that ministry to others. 

o I do know that God want us organize this church and pursue 
ministry in a way that would allow us to make a spiritual impact at 
the crossroads where we have been planted.  

• The ministry of this church can’t move forward until the ministers of this 
church receive God’s forgiveness – myself included. 
o As we sing one more song during a time of response, I want to 

invite you to join me at the front at the alter if you are ready to 
receive God’s forgiveness. 

o Let’s stand as we pray… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Apparently, Peter has stripped down to his skivvies to work, but he 
wanted to be presentable for Jesus. 

o Verse 7 highlights the character of these 2 prominent 
disciples.  

§ John is known for his understanding and insight. 
§ Peter is known for his enthusiasm and action. 
§ As an aside, it’s inspiring to see howboth of 

these men contributed to Christ’s continuing 
work on the earth. 

 


