
Saved to Send 
That You May Believe, John 20:1-29 

Introduction 

• Delivery services are changing the way we shop for things like food, 
gifts, and groceries. 
o You can get groceries delivered to your door in Ashland with 

just a few swipes and a small fee. 
o My niece Kaitlin lives in Cincinnati. This past week was her 5th 

birthday. Instead of buying her presents and the store, boxing 
them up, and shipping them to her, we bought them online and 
has them shipped directly to her with a nice little birthday 
message.  

o Pizza delivery has been around a long time. Imagine if you 
ordered a pizza and had it delivered to your home. 
§ How would you feel if you open up the pizza box and 

discovered that the delivery driver had munched on a few 
pieces of pizza on his or her way to your house? 

§ I’d be very upset! I paid for the pizza – it's mine. The driver 
was sent on a mission to deliver the pizza, not eat it himself. 

• The first generation of disciples struggled with a similar situation – 
but from the other side of the equation. 
• They thought they had Jesus all to themselves – he was their Rabbi. 
• When he came back from the dead, they were relieved because 

they thought they had lost him, but then he came back. 
• Then they learned that in God’s plan to save the world, they 

were the messengers of salvation, not the owners of it. 
• In John 20, the Apostle John describes the resurrection of Christ. 

o While the resurrection is the greatest sign (miracle) JC performed on 
earth, the focus of this chapter isn’t on the resurrection itself. 

o The focus of this chapter is on the reaction of the disciples to the 
resurrection and the responsibilities Jesus gave them as a result.  

• I am sharing this with you today so that you will embrace your 
responsibility as a follower of Christ. In this passage, we learn that 
Jesus sent his followers into the world so that others might believe 
in him. 
o If you are a follower of JC, you’re also a messenger of the GN about 

JC. 
o If you aren’t a follower of Jesus yet, you need to consider the 

evidence for his death, burial, and resurrection. 
o That’s the first action step to becoming a messenger of the Gospel. 

• The bottom line is that if you’ve been saved, you’ve been saved to be 
sent, not just to sit and keep the GN about Jesus to yourself. 

Body 

I.  Believe in the evidence (v. 3-10). 
A.  Peter and John ran to the tomb after Mary Magdalen’s report. 
B.  John got to the tomb first where he found that the stone has been 

taken away - but Peter rushed inside. 
1.  They found the linen wrappings that held J’s body were cast aside. 
2.  The face-cloth that covered Jesus’ face was rolled up neatly. 

C.  When John saw the empty tomb and the grave clothes, he put his 
faith and trust fully in Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world. 
1.  He knew the OT teaching about the Messiah, and he had 

heard Jesus preach and teach about mission countless times. 
2.  But in that moment, confronted by the evidence of the 

resurrection, it all came together for and he believed. 
D.  As I said last week, there is more evidence for the death, burial, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ than any other event in history. We 
don’t have an opportunity to see what John saw, but we do have:  
1.  Fulfilled Prophecy: Jesus fulfilled more than 100 predictions (some 

scholars say 300) made hundreds of years before he was born. 
2.  Testimonies of transformation: Jesus appeared to 500 people before 

he went back to heaven. These people insisted they saw Jesus after 
he was crucified - some were even tortured (1 Cor. 15:6). 

3.  A missing body: The easiest way to disprove the resurrection 
of Christ is to show is the body. No one has ever done that.  

II.  Don’t be naïve about the past (v. 1-2, 11-18). 
A.  Mary Magdalen wasn’t the only woman at the tomb that 

morning, but she was the one honored for her faith. 
B.  Mary Magdalen saw the open tomb & ran to get the disciples. 
C.  Sometime later, she came back and found 2 angels inside the tomb. 
D.  Then, she came across Jesus but mistook him for the gardener in 

the darkness of the early morning. 
E.  When Jesus called her name, Mary Magdalen recognized Jesus 

and clung to him in reverence and relief. 
1.  Jesus told her to let him go, not because he didn’t want to be 

touched, but because things were about to change even more. 
2.  Mary Magdalen thought that things would go back to the way 

they used to be, but Jesus was about the ascend back to the 
Father & the disciples were about to be sent out on a mission. 

F.  Having a relationship with Jesus is comforting, but it’s also a calling. 
1.  Once you meet JC, you can’t go back to the way things used to be. 
2.  Having a relationship with means sharing our relationship with 

those who are far from Jesus so they can know him as we do. 
3.  Once graduate from school you are an alumnus, not a student. 



III.  Receive the Holy Spirit (v. 19-23). 
A.  The rest of the disciples were huddled behind closed doors for 

fear that they would be arrested. 
B.  Suddenly, Jesus appeared to them. 

1.  He wished them “peace,” which was a common greeting to 
those who've either seen God or his representative. 

2.  He commissioned them as his representatives. 
a.  He came to the world to reveal the Father and his plan of 

salvation (“sent” – completed action w/ continue consequences) 
b.  He sent his followers into the world to reveal the Gospel 

(“send” – present action that is ongoing) 
3.  He gave them the HS (promise) to complete their new task. 

a.  The power & presence of the HS is critical to fulfilling the GC. 
b.   Even today, the Church is responsible for proclaiming 

God’s forgiveness to the world. 
C.  You can’t be a messenger of Jesus without the Holy Spirit. 

1.  The HS works through you to give you the words to say. 
2.  The HS works in those you talk to convince them to respond. 

IV.  Leave your conditions behind (v. 24-29). 
A.  For some reason, Thomas was not with the other disciples when 

Jesus appeared to them. 
B.  Thomas refused to believe unless he saw Jesus personally and 

handled his scars. 
C.  The next week, the disciples have gathered again with Thomas 

and Jesus appeared again. 
1.  After greeting them, JC allowed Thomas to touch his scars. 
2.  JC acknowledged Thomas’ faith but praised those who 

believe without conditions.  
D.  Conditional faith isn't faith at all. (“I’ll believe when…”) 

1.  Conditions make put you in charge instead of God. 
2.  God is looking for people who will write him a “blank check.” 

 
Conclusion 

• JC sent his followers into the world so that others might believe in him. 
• If you are Christ-follower, Jesus sent you into the world so that 

others may believe. 
o The Gospel came to you on its way to someone else. 
o Aren’t you glad the disciples didn’t keep the Gospel to themselves? 

• If you aren’t Christ-follower yet, it’s time to consider the evidence 
for his death, burial, and resurrection. 
o The story of Jesus requires a definitive response, either you’re in 

or your out. 
o If you believe you will have eternal life (Read Jo. 20:30-31)  


