
As for Me and My House… 

Joshua 25:14-15 
Introduction 

• One of our greatest strengths, humanly speaking, is the difference in 
our ages – we are a multi-generational church. 
o We have kids, parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents here 

from 1 to 101 – and that is a good thing. 
§ We have the blessing of experience from our older members. 
§ We also have the benefit of energy from our younger members. 

o On occasion, I have mentioned getting rid of the generation gap here 
at Unity, but that’s not right; we need to bridge the generation gap. 

o Imagine what our church would be like if everyone here was under 30? 
§ Everything would be really quiet because no one would talk 

- they would just be texting back-and-forth on their phones.  
§ The Celebrators Conference would miss us because we couldn't 

send anyone (BTW – pick up your itinerary after the service) 
o Imagine what our church would look like if everyone here was over 60? 

§ We’d have to produce 2 bulletins, regular & LARGE PRINT. 
§ We couldn’t have the Living Christmas Tree anymore because no 

one could climb past the 2nd row (“The Living Christmas Hedge”) 
o I’m teasing, but you get my point – it’s good to be a multigenerational church. 

• We are celebrating more than our kids, we are celebrating the 
parents, grandparent, and extended family that care for those kids. 

• One of the greatest multigenerational texts in the Bible is Joshua 24:14-
15 and I want to look at the lessons it has for us today. 
o Joshua was Moses’ assistant and successor in Israel. 
o Joshua led well, securing the Promised Land for the Israelites. 
o Before he died, Joshua gathered the Israelites for a ceremony. 

§ He reviewed God’s blessings to Israel (24:2-13). 
§ He urged them to renew their commitment to God. (24:16-24). 
§ At the high point of the ceremony, he vowed to lead his family 

to serve God, even if no one else followed him (24:14-15). 
• Joshua 24 illustrates that the arrival of every generation presents 

a new opportunity to serve God. 
o I want to show you how to serve God in your generation as we look at 14-15. 
o Just as I prayed for individual families earlier, I want to pray for all of us now. 

 

Body 

I.  Remove false gods. 
A.  The Israelites worshiped a number of false gods. 

1.  The ancient world was full of false gods – they were polytheistic. 
a.  Every tribe & city worshipped their own collection of idols. 
b.  They pursued their worship w/ idols, festivals, & holy places.  

2.  Even though the Israelites were rescued from polytheism, 
they didn’t always worship the One True and Living God. 
a.  They worshipped false Gods beyond Euphrates river, 

during the time of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob  
b.  They worshipped false Gods in Egypt while they were in slavery. 
c.  This one is shocking -they worshipped false Gods of the 

Amorites after they took over in the Promised Land. 
B.  We have lots of false gods today, they just come in different forms. 

1.  A false god is anything that you rely on or trust in more than God. 
a.  It’s not wrong to rely on our trust in an institution like 

the company you work for, or a people in your family, or 
a pursuit like playing or watching football. 

b.  It crosses the line when you rely on or trust in that thing 
to meet your needs or make you happy more than God. 

2.  There are lots of false gods today, I’ll just name a few. 
a.  Materialism is the belief that all human needs can be 

met by material means (money, stuff, and pleasure)  
i. The song “Part of Your Word” sung by Ariel, the Little 

Mermaid captures the emptiness of materialism. She 
has “everything,” but she still wants something more. 

ii. When we find our happiness in things, we reduce 
our dependence on God to partial dependence. 

b.  Convenience is the belief that you should never be 
inconvenienced. 
i. Convenience says, “I am more important than anyone else.”  
ii. The rise of fast-food delivery services is a perfect illustration 

of this overgrown value. Not only is cooking at home 
inconvenient, so is driving through a pickup window.  

c.  Power, science, & education are all popular false gods today. 
C.  You have to “put away” false god before you can serve God. 

II.  Reclaim your identity in Christ. 
A.  God’s faithfully cared for Israel in the past. 

1.  God multiplied Abraham’s descendants (v. 3). 
2.  God rescued them from slavery & defeated the Egyptians (v. 6-8). 
3.  God gave them land, cities, & fields they did not earn or deserve (v. 13). 

B.  God faithfully cares for you to today 
1.  God made you in his image and has a plan for your life. 
2.  God rescued you from sin and death through the death, 

burial, and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ. 
3.  God gives you eternal life & blessings that you cannot earn or deserve. 

C.  Joshua was committed to what he knew about God.  
1.  The OT anticipates JC, while the NT announces Jesus Christ. 



2.  Jesus is God’s revelation to us – we obey Him as our Savior & Lord. 
3.  Mars is one of the world's largest candy companies. It was started 

by Frank C. Mars in 1911 and was run for years by members of his 
family. Today it’s by a non-family member, but members of the 
Mars family make up the board of directors. 

D.  You have to “reverence” God and reconnect with Him before you can 
serve Him. 

 

Conclusion 

• As I said at the beginning of this message, the arrival of every 
generation presents a new opportunity to serve God. 
o Joshua's vow connected with those who came behind him and 

the Israelites served the Lord faithfully in those years. 
o But there's no guarantee for the future – the generation after that 

turned from God and returned to their idols and false gods. 
• I want to give everyone a chance to affirm or reaffirm their trust in 

God and their desire to serve him – just like the parents of the babies 
who were dedicated today.  
o Every new generation must make their own decision to trust in 

God and serve Him.  
o The promises of your parents and grandparents are their 

promises, not yours. 
• Some of you may be bothered by a the call for a public response – 

it's your spiritual status between you and God? 
o Yes, but it’s not only between you and God. The Christian life is 

meant to be shared with others, not kept to yourself. 
o Yes, but we are a multigenerational church, and we need 

commitment and participation from people of all ages to be healthy. 
• If you’d like to affirm or reaffirm your trust in God and desire to 

serve him, I’d like you to stand to your feet now. (Wait) 
• After I pray for you, I’d like you to come down front to the alter if 

you have a false god you need to remove from your life or want to 
reconnect with God. 
o Removing idols from your life isn’t a one-time thing, it’s an 

ongoing process as love God and love your neighbor as yourself. 
o You can give your life to Christ, or rededicate your life to him at 

any time, but there’s no better time than the present. If you don’t 
do it know, you may never do it. 

• I’d like everyone to stand to their feet as we pray. 


