
Enduring Hardship 
Leaving a Legacy that Matters, 2 Timothy 2:8-13 

Introduction 

• They say a picture is worth a thousand words. If that’s true than the 
first 7 verses of 2 Timothy are worth 4 thousand words because it 
contains 4 pictures of effective ministry. 

• We looked at those 4 pictures 2 weeks ago in order to understand 
what takes to have an effective ministry. 
o The pictures are: 

§ A strategic teacher 
§ A selective soldier 
§ A self-disciplined athlete  
§ A strong farmer 

o Even if you haven’t been called to serve a vocational ministry, God 
has given all his children the gifts to do ministry in His name. 

• The truth implied by those pictures is effective ministry – gospel ministry – 
can be hard sometimes. A quick survey of 2 Tim. gives some reasons why. 
o Sometimes the people that you love desert you (1:15) 
o Sometimes the people that you trust turn away from the truth (2:18) 
o We all struggle with our tendency towards sin (2:22) 
o We have an enemy who opposes us (2:26) 
o We live in difficult times where people self-focused, lightly 

spiritual, and easily sway be what sounds good (3:1-9, 4:3) 
• With all of these issues it like it would be easier to just give up. 

o That’s what Paul was trying to prevent. 
o He was trying to keep Timothy & church in Ephesus from giving up. 

• In 2 Timothy 2:8-13 we find three reasons why we should endure 
hardship for the gospel and gospel ministry. (Read passage) 
o Maybe you are discouraged, and you are ready to "throw in the 

towel" or maybe you know someone who is? 
o I want you to take these 3 biblical realities to heart so that you 

can leave behind a legacy that matters. 
 

Body 

I.  Endure Hardship Because of the Accomplishments of Christ (v. 8) 
A.  The first direction to look when you experience a hard time is to 

look back and remember what Jesus Christ as done for you. 
1.  He defeated sin and the grave when he came back to life 

again on the third day after his crucifixion. 

                                                
1 The Episcopal Church’s core beliefs can be found at 
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/posts/publicaffairs/episcopal-church-core-beliefs-and-doctrines. 

2.  He came to earth through the family of David and fulfilled all of 
the OT qualifications to be the Messiah – the Savior of the World. 

B.  You can make it through the tough times because Jesus made it 
through the tough times for you. 
1.  The resurrection was glorious, but he had to go through the 

crucifixion first, which was horrendous. 
2.  Some received him as the Messiah, but others rejected him 

as a fake and a fraud. 
3.  He paved the way to eternal life so that you and I could 

follow in his footsteps by faith.  
C.  Jackie Robinson was the first African American to play Major League 

Baseball. He wasn’t a Savior, but he endured a lot of abuse to make a 
way for other talented African Americans to play in the big leagues.   

II.  Endure Hardship Because of the Authority of God’s Word (v. 9) 
A.  You can also look around you when experiencing hard times   

1.  Paul was arrested and put under house arrest for his witness. 
2.  He was locked up, but the gospel and God's Word were free 

to transform hearts and lives.  
a.  In Philippians 1:12-18, Paul praised God that he was in prison 

because it empowered others to preach God’s Word and it 
gave him a chance to share the gospel with his guards. 

b.  On the outside, it looked like Paul was the one who was 
in chains, but it was the unbelievers around him that 
were chained to their sin – Paul was free! 

B.  You can make it through tough times if u believe in the authority of GW.  
C.  This spring our family visited Colonial Williamsburg. There were 

many things we liked about our visit, but I really enjoyed visiting 
the Burton Parish Church which has been in continuous operation 
since 1674. I was fascinated by their history and architecture but 
disappointed by their theology. As an Episcopal Church, the tour 
guide explained that they believe in the bible as understood through 
tradition and reason. As soon as you filter the authority of the Bible 
through tradition, or reason, or personal experience, or science, or 
whatever, you undermine the authority of God’s Word.1 

D.  When looking around, you can see the hard times, but you should also be 
able to God transforming lives through the power & authority of His 
Word. 

III.  Endure Hardship for the Anticipation of Future Reward (v. 11-13) 
A.  A third direction you should look to when you experience hard 

times is to look forward. 



1.  The “trustworthy statement” in verses 11-13 are probably 
part of a first-century hymn. 

2.  Two of the actions are positive (died/live, endure/rule) and two 
of the actions are negative (deny/deny, faithless/faithful). 
a.  Eternal life is reserved for those who identify with Christ’s 

death, burial, and resurrection. 
b.  If we endure hardship here on earth, we will be part of 

Christ's administration in the coming kingdom of God. 
c.  If we deny him or are unfaithful, Christ will be faithful to 

principles of justice and righteousness. 
B.  In his book, Stumbling on Happiness, Harvard psychologist and 

researcher Daniel Gilbert argues that the defining feature of humanity 
is our ability to think about the future. Gilbert is not a believer, but his 
view is insightful. He believes that the average adult spends 12 
percent of the day thinking about the future (1 in 8 hours). This makes 
us unique compared to the animals and prepares our souls for heaven. 

 

Conclusion 

• Life and ministry can be hard sometimes. I hope you’ve heard some 
good reasons to endure hardship for the ministry of the gospel. 

• I love road trips, but I’m finding that I love them a little as the years 
go by. It’s not that I don’t enjoy traveling as much, it that I’ve 
become more realistic about the effort involved. Our family traveled 
to Florida earlier this month and we had a great time, but it was a 
very long drive. When I get tired of driving and my mind is not very 
sharp, I find the strength to keep going in 1 of 3 things. 
o I think about all that our family accomplished to be able to getaway. It 

takes a lot of work to vacation with a family of 6. I think about the 
saving, planning, scheduling, and packing and I'm thankful. 

o I try to enjoy the journey for what it is – the conversations in van, 
the songs, & movies we listen to, and even the stops along the way.  

o I also think about how great it will be when we get to our 
destination: the weather, the fun, the food, and the relaxation time. 

o Life and ministry are like road trips sometimes, they can have 
some rough spots, but they are more than worth effort! 

• Let me encourage you today to look beyond your circumstances and 
to see God at work. 
o Because ultimately life isn't about you working for God or even 

working to earn your salvation, it's about God working in and 
around you to accomplish his goodwill. 

o Philippians 2:13 tells us to, “work out your salvation with fear 
and trembling; for it is God who works in you to will and to act 
in order to fulfill his good purpose.” 


