
Confidence in the Future 
Leaving a Legacy that Matters, 2 Timothy 3:1-9 

Introduction 

• The Pew Research Center conducted a survey this past spring that reveals a 
growing pessimism in America. Those who responded were skeptical about:1 
o The economy and the gap between the rich and the poor. 
o The environment and the possibility of climate change. 
o The political division and dysfunction in Washington. 

• You don’t have to look far to see hopelessness in our own community. 
o Substance abuse and addiction 
o Theft, domestic violence, and even suicide  

• Cynicism has even invaded the church. Dr. Chuck Lawless wrote a blog 
post about pessimists in the church. Does any of this sound familiar?2 
o Every sentence has a “but”. . .  
o You see yourself as a realist, not a pessimist.  
o You continually point out the difference between “faith” & “foolishness.” 

• Sometimes things look gloomy for Christians, but they were gloomy 
in the 1st century too. 
o Religious persecution was common & martyrdom was growing 
o False teaching was rampant inside and outside the church. 
o Christianity was growing, but it was still small and insignificant. 

• After warning his readers about the corrosive and influence of false 
teaching, Paul addressed the forces that oppose the church. 

• In my experience, this familiar passage has been used to inspire 
negativity and defensiveness in the church. 
o “We are in the last days and things will go ‘from bad to worse.’” 
o “We just need to keep our distance and pray for the rapture.” 

• When I read this passage, I don’t see reasons to despair, I see reasons 
to have great confidence in the future of the church.  
o Sure, it says “difficult times will come,” but I’d rather know that ahead 

of time than be surprised by it. And the fact that it’s predicted ahead of 
time proves that comes from a God who has everything under control. 

o Sure, there is a long list of negative character qualities to watch out for, 
but that’s not any different from hearing about all the tough side-effects 
you or a loved one might face on your way to becoming “cancer-free.”   

o Sure, it says that there will be false teachers and spiritual imposters, 
but their foolishness will come out in the end. (Read passage) 

• I believe, we can have confidence in the future of the church, 
even when we experience resistance. Here are three reasons why  

 

                                                
1 https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/03/21/looking-ahead-to-2050-
americans-are-pessimistic-about-many-aspects-of-life-in-u-s/ 

Body 

I.  Resistance to the Truth of the Gospel is Normal (v. 1, 8) 
A.  The “last days” started when Christ came to earth, and they have 

continued for 2,000 years. 
B.  There will be periods of time when things will be especially 

difficult for the follower of Christ, and overall, society will 
disintegrate, and morality will break down (3:13) 

C.  This is why JC came to save us in the 1st place – we’re sinners by nature. 
1.  Paul was clear about the problem in Ephesus – Certain men were 

opposing the truth (v. 8) 
2.  This sounds like what Paul told the church in Romans 1. 

a.  Sinners are resistant to the truth that is revealed in creation 
and even in our own consciences (vv. 19-20) 

b.  Sinners prefer to worship the creation than the Creator (v. 25). 
c.  Sinful self-obsession has consequences (vv. 26-27). 

3.  Resistance to the Truth of the Gospel is sad, but it’s normal. 
D.  We have to see things for what they are – sin & resistance to the Truth. 

II.  The Gospel is the Only Way to Reform the “Cult of Self.” 
A.  Resistance to the truth begins and ends with selfishness. 

1.  “Men” will be lovers of self, lovers of money, as well as 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God. 
a.  Self-love leads to the love of money and Jesus said you 

can’t love money and God at the same time (Matt. 6:24) 
b.  Jesus also said the Greatest Command is to love God with all of 

your heart, soul, & mind -  the 2nd Greatest Command is to love 
your neighbor as yourself (Matt. 22:35-40). 

2.  The 14 other character qualities flow out of this self-absorption. 
a.  I could define and parse them for you, but that’s beside 

the point – these are self-worship to the extreme. 
b.  This person will do anything they have to get their own way. 

3.  The end result is a self-delusion that holds to a thin veneer of 
Christianity while denying the power of the Gospel and the 
call to repent from sin and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4.  In Paul and Timothy’s day, selfish men used their false 
spirituality to take advantage of women and others who were 
vulnerable which still happens today.  

B.  The men and women of God are “avoid such men as these.” 
1.  This doesn't mean we are to separate ourselves from these 

people altogether – which would be impossible. 

2 http://chucklawless.com/2018/05/11-characteristics-of-church-pessimists/ 



2.  It does mean we should see our interactions with them through 
the lens of the Gospel. (Pres/mid.-Continuous action) 

3.  We should also be discerning because false disciples, predators, 
and self-promoters take advantage of good intentions. 

III.  Imposters Will Reveal Themselves Eventually. 
A.  If you haven’t found a reason to be confident yet, go with me to 

the part of the exodus story that appears in Exodus 8 and 9  
1.  Paul compares the “resisters of truth” in his day to Janes & Jambres.  

a.  According to OT and Jewish tradition, Janes & Jambres 
are names of two of the magicians in Pharaoh’s court.  

b.  They used their “secret arts” to imitate the plagues. 
i. That worked ok until the plague of gnats (Ex. 9:18-19) 
ii. Not only couldn’t Janes and Jambres duplicate the plague 

of the boils, they couldn’t appear before Pharaoh because 
they were overcome with boils (Ex. 9:11) 

2.  Janes & Jambres were exposed when their behavior was obvious. 
A.  You can take comfort in this: what we are is seen in what we do.3  

1.  Even though someone can adjust his or her behavior temporarily, 
they will eventually show their character by what they do.  

2.  Jesus said a good will be known by its good fruit (Matt. 12:33). 
 

Conclusion 

• I think I’ve found three good reasons to have confidence in the 
future of the church - even when experiencing resistance.  
o Resistance to the truth of the gospel is normal. 
o The gospel is the only way to reform the “cult of self.” 
o Imposters will reveal themselves eventually. 

• This passage is more than a call to confidence, it’s a call to action. 
o Trust in God’s plan and His timing. 

§ Another word for confidence is trust. You can either trust 
God and his plan to save the world or you can trust in your 
ability to do it better. You can’t have it both ways. 

§ You must also trust his timing; we have no experience saving the world. 
o Preach the gospel to yourself and to others. 

§ The biggest problem in the world is sinful selfishness. Not cute little-
kid-selfishness, but separated from God, spend an eternity in hell-
selfishness. The G can change that because the G is selflessness. 

§ The problem isn’t just out there somewhere, it’s also in here (heart) 
• Let me close with one more JC quote, "…In the world you will have 

tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world." (Jo.16:33b) 

                                                
3 Lea, T. D., & Griffin, H. P. (1992). 1, 2 Timothy, Titus (Vol. 34, pp. 229–230). 
Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 


