
Big Shoes to Fill 
Moving Forward in Faith, Deuteronomy 34:9, Joshua 1:1-2 

Introduction 

• This past fall I read through the book of Joshua with my Discipleship 
Group. I grew so much during that time I wanted to share it with you. 

• The first few verses of chapter 1 introduce Joshua and God’s call for 
him to lead the Israelites into the Promised Land. (Read Josh 1:1-2) 
o Moses was a legend! A living legend! Imagine trying to fill his shoes! 
o How do you prepare for something like that? 

• It reminds me of George & Jane who were 92 & 89 respectively. George & 
Jane were excited about their decision to get married. They went for a stroll 
to discuss wedding plans when they passed a drugstore. Suddenly, the 
elderly couple entered the store and George asked to speak to the owner. 
o “We're about to get married,” George informed him. “Do you 

sell heart medication?" "Of course, we do," the owner replied. 
o “How about support-hose to help w/ poor circulation?" “Definitely.” 
o “What about medicine for rheumatism, osteoporosis, & arthritis?" 

George continued. "All kinds," said the owner with confidence. 
o George asked, "Hearing aids and denture supplies?" "Yes, sir." 
o “What about eye drops, sleeping pills, Depends, & Ensure?" “Absolutely." 
o “Do you sell wheelchairs, walkers, and canes?” “All kinds and 

sizes,” the owner replies. “But why all these questions?"  
o George smiled proudly and announced, “We'd like to use your 

store as our bridal registry.” 
• George and Jane had a lot of experience – they were well-prepared.  
• Joshua was well prepared too. (this is the first time; he is mentioned 27 times) 
• One of the most interesting descriptions of Joshua is found in Deut. 34:9. 

o He was filled with the Spirit of wisdom (the Spirit who gives wisdom) 
o He was publicly endorsed by Moses 
o As a result, the sons of Israel listened to him as they did Moses 

• This year I want to lead you through a new series in the book of 
Joshua called Moving Forward in Faith. 
o We’ll follow along with Joshua and the Israelites as they take 

possession of the Promised Land 
o I believe that our church is at a crossroads in its existence. 

§ Unity Baptist has been around for 183.  
§ The decisions we make now will determine if she is around 183 more. 

o Many of u are at a crossroads in your life looking for the faith to move forward. 
• Today, we’ll learn that God prepares the person as well as the project. 

o What did Joshua do to receive the training God had for him? 
o We’ll look at 3 pivotal moments in Israel’s journey and Joshua’s 

personal life that prepared him to step into Moses’ shoes. 

Body 

I.  He led others at an early age (Ex. 17:8-13). 
A.  The Amalekites were nomads that lived south of Canaan. 

1.  They were one of the first peoples to domesticate the camel and 
use its quickness to terrorize & plunder other nearby peoples 

2.  As descendants of Amalek, Esau’s grandson, they may have 
been driven by the generations-old feud between Jacob & Esau.  

3.  Or, they may have heard about Israel’s plan to conquer 
Canaan and they wanted to strike the first blow. 

4.  Either way, the Amalekites ambushed the Israelites at Raphidim. 
B.  This is the first time Joshua is mentioned in the Bible. 

1.  It says in Ex. 33, that Joshua was Moses’ young assist. 
2.  The Israelites had not been allowed to have weapons or defend 

themselves in Egypt, but Moses asked Joshua to form an army. 
C.  Joshua chose men who were able to fight, outlined their strategy, 

and led them as underdogs into battle against the Amalekites. 
D.  The story makes it clear that Joshua did not fight alone. 

1.  Moses had stationed himself on a hill overlooking the battlefield 
and Aaron & Hur helped him hold his staff over his head. 

2.  The battle went back & forth based on how high Moses held his staff. 
3.  Eventually, Joshua’s army defeated the Amalekites and the 

Israelites celebrated their first military victory. 
E.  Preparation is a partnership. God supplied the ability and Joshua 

supplied the skill and the bravery  
 

II.  He was devoted to the Word of God (Nu 13:1-3, 25-29, 14:1-10) 
A.  God told Moses to send 12 men as spies to check out Canaan. 

1.  God had repeatedly promised to give this land to the Israelites. 
2.  It was a desirable land that was flowing with “milk & honey.” 

B.  When the spies returned after 40 days, their report was mixed. 
1.  Ten of the spies said the land is everything they could want, but 

the people who live there are too strong to defeat. 
2.  Two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb had a different report. 

a.  Joshua reminded them of God's promise to give them the land. 
b.  He urged others to trust God’s Word even in the minority. 

C.  Even though the Israelites had to wander the wilderness for 40 years, 
Joshua distinguished himself as a man who followed God's Word. 

 

III.  He was mentored by Moses (Nu 27:15-23). 
A.  God told Moses to commission Joshua as his successor. 

1.  Moses ordained Joshua as his replacement in front of the people. 
2.  From that point forward, Joshua made preparations to lead 

the Israelites into the Promised Land (Nu. 32:28) 
B.  This wasn’t a surprise - Moses had been developing him for years. 



1.  Joshua helped Moses from the time of his youth (Nu. 11:28). 
2.  Moses took Joshua along when he met with God on Mt. 

Sinai and received the 10 Commandments (Ex. 24:13). 
3.  Moses allowed Joshua to be at the tent of meeting (Ex. 33:11). 
4.  Joshua defended Moses after the people rebelled (Nu. 11:28). 
5.  Moses made Joshua the focus of his farewell address (Dt. 31:1-8). 

C.  Joseph learned how to lead the nation of Israel by walking 
closely with someone who lead the nation of Israel well. 

 

Conclusion 

• Joshua had some big shoes to fill when he followed Moses, but he wasn’t alone. 
o God had been prepared Joshua for years before he showed up in Josh 1. 
o That’s because God prepares the person as well as the project. 

• The story of Joshua is about faith in the promises of God and how God 
worked through one man to make his promised available to all His people. 

• The story of Joshua points to the story of another man in the NT that 
was used by God to make his promises available to all His people. 
o The name Jesus is based on Joshua which means “to rescue or deliver.” 
o While Joshua fought for victory over the Canaanites, Jesus 

fought for victory over sin and death. 
o The battles of the OT should encourage us to put our faith in 

God’s ultimate warrior, Jesus Christ. 
• The story of Joshua is a wonderful picture of our partnership with 

God and I want to give you 3 specific takeaways from this message. 
o Lead where you are. 

§ Don’t wait until you are older, have everything figured out, 
get a special invitation, or are better known. 

§ What can u do this week to impact & influence others for God’s glory?  
§ I started a bible study in junior college without a position or paycheck. 

o Take God’s Word to heart. 
§ We all tell ourselves stories about what is and isn’t possible. 

• Some of these stories line up with Scripture & some do not. 
• What assumption are you making, that if were false, 

would produce a breakthrough in your life? 
§ I’ve spoken with several people in our church who’ve said, “I 

could never lead others in prayer” who have lead others in prayer. 
o Put yourself in a learning relationship 

§ A learning relationship is called mentoring. 
§ There are 2 ways to find a mentor if you want one. 

• Mentor others – People are attracted to those who care for others.  
• Ask God for one – I can’t explain it, but I’ve seen it. 

• God will prepare you for something great if you’ll only receive His instruction.  

 


