
Faith Over Fear 
Moving Forward in Faith, Joshua 1:1-18 

 

Introduction 

• In my first semester of seminary, Sarah and I visited a new church. I don’t 
remember the circumstances that led us to that church. To tell you the 
truth, I don’t remember the sermon, the building, or anything else about 
our visit – except the question I got in Sunday School. The man who 
taught the mixed adult class was thoughtful and welcoming. In his 
warmup to the lesson, he asked me, “How many promises are in the 
bible?” Apparently, that’s something he thought a first-year seminary 
student is supposed to know. I was caught off guard, so I gave some sort 
of, “It depends on who’s counting,” answer and we moved on. 

• There must be lots of other people asking the same question. If you type, 
"How many promises…" into any online search engine it will auto-populate 
with things like, "…are in the bible?" or, "…did God make?" If you follow 
some of the results you will find lists that contain 3572 promises, 5467 
promises, or 7487 promises, & the top 7 or 50 promises in the Bible. 

• God is definitely a promise-making God. But I wonder if our fixation 
with counting His promises has distracted us from claiming them. 

• The Israelites stood by Jordan river looking over into the Promised Land. 
o It was a good land flowing with milk and honey. 
o God had promised to give them the land so often it was called 

“The Promised Land” (Deut. 6:3 on screen) 
• As we read Joshua 1, we learn that God prepared Joshua as Joshua 

prepared the people to take possession of the Promised Land after 
wandering in the wilderness for 40 years. (read passage) 
o God made promises to them, but He’s also made promises to us. 
o This morning, I want to inspire you to move forward in faith to 

claim God’s promises for your life. 
• In order to move forward, your faith must be bigger than your fear. 

o The Israelites had lots of reasons to be afraid (past failures, 
painful obstacles, unpredictable circumstances). 

o Some of you are struggling with fear right now and it has kept 
you from moving forward and claiming God’s promises for 
yourself – like a giant bully blocking your way. 

o How can you grow your faith so that it overshadows your fear? (4 ways) 
 

Body 

I.  Embrace God’s Presence (vv. 1-6). 
A.  God commanded Joshua to rise up & lead the Israelites into the PL. 

1.  Joshua would be leading the charge, but God was the one 
giving Israel the land. (in v. 3, “given” is in the perfect tense) 

2.  From south to north, the land stretched from the desert on 
the Sinai Peninsula to mountains surrounding Lebanon. And 
from east to west, the Mediterranean Sea to Euphrates River. 

B.  God promised Joshua success because He would be with Joshua. 
1.  Moses is mentioned 11 times in this passage, and 6 of those 

times he is described as the “servant of the Lord.” 
a.  Moses is the only who is ever described like this - except 

once at the end of the book after Joshua’s death (Josh. 24:29) 
b.  It expresses the personal nature of his relationship with God.  

2.  God promised that He would never fail or forsake Joshua. 
C.  God closed out this section with the first of 3 commands to “be 

strong and courageous” (v. 7, 9, and 18). 
D.  The writer of Hebrews brings that same promise into the NT (Heb 13:6b). 

1.  God is present everywhere, & He is especially present w/ His children. 
2.  It can be scary to lose a child in a store. But the terror quickly 

goes away when the lonely child is reunited with her parents. 
II.  Establish God’s Word as a Priority (vv. 7-9) 

A.  God promised Joshua success if he obeyed The Law. 
1.  The Law of Moses is the moral code God Moses on Mt. Sinai. 
2.  He was not allowed to deviate from it, to the right or the left. 
3.  He was to think about & share it with others on a continual basis. 

B.  We need to acknowledge something here that makes this passage relevant. 
1.  The conquest of Canaan was a military & political operation. 
2.  But Joshua wasn’t told brush up on his military maneuvers, or his 

negotiating tactics – he was told to brush up on his bible verse! 
a.  Jesus promised that heaven & earth would pass away, but His 

words would remain forever (Lk 21:33) 
b.  Natural disasters can be frightening. Duracell has branded 

itself as the battery brand for first responders, but they don’t 
do any good if the batteries aren’t installed ahead of time. 

C.  Some bible teachers read this passage as a guarantee that all 
Christians can and should prosper, in every situation. If not, it's 
because of a lack of faith. Tonight, I will delve deeper into this topic 
with a response to the "health and wealth" gospel.  

III.  Expect Full Participation (vv. 10-15). 
A.  Once God prepared Joshua, Joshua started preparing the people. 
B.  Joshua gave special instructions to the 3 tribes that settled east of the 

Jordan: the Reubenites, Gadites, & part of the tribe of Manassah (Nu. 32) 
1.  These tribes were made up of the original slackers. 
2.  They found the land on the east side of the Jordan was great for taking 

care of livestock, so they asked Moses for permission to stay put, 
while the rest of the tribes took over the land God has promised them. 



3.  This request struck at the heart of Israel’s unity – like a state 
seceding from our United States of America.  

4.  Moses agreed on 1 condition: that when the time came, they would 
lead the other tribes in battle until the whole land was secure. 

C.  Jesus promised that He would be present wherever 2 or 3 are 
gathered in His name (Mt. 18:20). 
1.  We usually use that verse as an excuse to make ourselves 

feel better about lower church attendance. 
2.  In context, that’s an explanation about the value of wandering 

sheep and the importance of trying to recover them. 
IV.  Emphasize Obedience Over Pledges (vv. 16-18). 

A.  The Israelites responded to Joshua’s instructions positively. 
1.  They promised to do everything and go anywhere he commanded. 
2.  They promised to obey him just like they obeyed Moses. 

a.  How well did they obey Moses? (grumbling, rebellion, etc.) 
b.  Another thing that gives me pause in their response is the 

condition in verse 17: “only may the Lord your God…”  
B.  As encouraged as Joshua might have been to receive a pledge of 

allegiance from the Israelites, he needed to keep the focus on the 
task ahead of them. 

C.  In James 1:25, God promises a blessing to those who do the 
Word of God, just hear about it a forget it 

 

Conclusion 

• Today, I’ve shown you 4 ways to grow your faith so that it 
overshadows your fear. 
o Your faith must be bigger than your fear so that you can 

move forward in faith. 
o Without faith, you are leaving too many of God’s promises unclaimed. 

• I’d like to sum all of this up with 2 applications using an empty chair. 
o Every time you see an empty chair or an empty pew, I want you 

to remember that God is here – he is present with you/us. 
§ You can step up & step out in faith knowing that you are not alone. 
§ You don’t have to give in to loneliness or discouragement 

knowing that you are not alone. 
o I also want you to remember that your participation here is vital. 

§ We’ve outlined a pathway to spiritual growth so that you and 
your family can grow together (Love, Learn, Live, & Share). 

§ Your attendance pattern won’t keep you out of heaven, but it 
will keep you from fully participating in God’s work on 
earth and it will keep you from growing in your faith. 

• I still don’t know exactly how many promises there are in the bible, 
but think we have enough to keep us busy in Joshua 1. 


