
More Than Fair 
Moving Forward in Faith, Joshua 2:1-24 

 

Introduction 

• “Wicked” is a Broadway musical based on a novel by Gregory 
Maguire by the same name. As some of you know, the musical 
retells the familiar story of The Wizard of Oz from the perspective of 
Elphaba, the Wicked Witch of the West, & Glinda, the Good Witch. 

• Imagine the story of Joshua from the perspective of the residents of 
Jericho.  
o The city of Jericho was country onto itself, but it wasn’t without 

outside influence or control. The Babylonians, Hittites, & Egyptians 
were constantly struggling for ownership over this region. 

o The Bronze age brought great advances in tools and weapons as 
the residents of Jericho tried to make a living for themselves and 
protect their families from invaders. 

o The city of Jericho took great pride and comfort a great wall that 
had been constructed around its perimeter. 

o These peaceful people were just minding their own business 
when they began to hear horrible reports of how the Israelites 
had overthrown the Egyptians and destroyed Amorites. 

o It doesn’t seem fair that God would just give their land to someone else. 
• Joshua 2 isn’t about fairness, it’s about faith. 
• God called Joshua to lead his people and then signaled that it was 

time for them to move into the Promised Land. 
• In preparation, Joshua sent 2 spies to Jericho to gather information. 

o While they were there, the spies met a Canaanite woman named Rahab. 
o Rahab was easy to find because she made her living as a prostitute. 

• Joshua 2 is unique in that it focuses on an unlikely heroine – Rahab the harlot.  
 

Body 

I.  Rahab hid the spies – but why? (vv. 1-7). 
A.  Joshua told the spies to explore the land in secret & bring back a report. 
B.  The spies must have stuck out like a sore them because they were 

spotted right away, and their presence was reported to the king. 
C.  The king sent men right away to Rahab’s house to arrest the spies.  

1.  Rahab's house wasn't a brothel, it was probably more like a 
tavern, or an inn – a logical place for an out-of-towner to 
gather information and rest. 

2.  When the king’s men showed up, Rahab acted decisively. 
a.  She said she saw the men but had sent them away just 

before the city gate was about the shut for the night. 
b.  She urged the king’s men to pursue them quickly. 

3.  When the king’s men were gone, Rahab climbed the stairs to her 
roof where she had hidden the spies beneath some stalks of flax. 

D.  Rahab had hidden the spies – but why? 
1.  She put herself and her family at great risk. 
2.  She betrayed her country and lied to the king 

II.  Rahab had come to believe in Israel’s God (vv. 8-14) 
A.  When the coast was clear, Rabah visited with the spies on her roof. 

1.  She told them how afraid the residents of Jericho were of them. 
2.  She explained how for her, fear had become faith. 

a.  She “knew” that God’s promise was inevitable 
b.  He would give the Israelites her homeland. 

3.  She recounted their victories. 
a.  God has given them freedom from the Egyptians. 
b.  When Shilon, king of the Amorites, refused to give them 

safe passage through his lands, God gave them victory 
over the Amorites too (Nu. 21:21-35). 

4.  She made an even more revealing announcement – her faith 
was must deeper than heroics.  
a.  She believed that Israel’s God was the one true God & the 

One who rules the “heavens above & the earth below” (NIV). 
b.  She had grown up believing in the gods of the Canaanite 

but now she believed in Yahweh – the God of Israelites. 
B.  Rahab asked the spies for a pledge of protection. 

1.  Since she had saved their lives, she asked that they save her life & 
the lives of her family members when the Israelites conquer the city. 

2.  She made the spies take an oath that they would deal faithfully 
and kindly with her, even though she was a Canaanite. 

C.  The spies agreed to Rahab’s request. 
III.  Rahab’s faith showed itself in two ways (vv. 15-24). 

A.  Rahab helped the spies escape by lowing them down from a 
window in her house that overlooked the wall of the city. 

B.  The spies agreed to Rahab’s request with three conditions. 
1.  She had to mark her house with a scarlet cord. 
2.  She had to get her family in her house and keep them there.\ 
3.  She had to keep their arrangement a secret. 

C.  Rahab’s faith showed itself in two ways during her time with the spies. 
1.  Courageous action – she hid the spies and helped them 

escape at great risk to herself. 
2.  A change of allegiance – she gave up her gods and put her 

trust in the Promise-Keeping God of the Israelites. 
D.  The spies hid in the hill country for 3 days before making their 

way back to Joshua with their report. 
 



Conclusion 

• The story of Rahab teaches us that God is more than fair; He’s gracious.  
o The Canaanites weren’t peaceful people minding their own business.  

§ They’d done all kinds of “detestable things” to please their 
gods (Deut. 20:16-18). 
• They were guilty of idolatry and all the sins that go with it. 
• They were happy to share their sinful ways w/ the Israelites. 

§ They weren’t morally neutral; they were in line for God's judgment. 
o The Canaanites deserved death, but God offered them life.  

§ The offer was open to the whole city, but Rahab’s response was unique. 
§ Heb 11:31 makes it clear that Rahab responded in faith, saving faith 

• Her scarlet chord points us to us of the scarlet chord Tamar 
tied around the wrist of one of his twin boys as they were 
being born. His name was Zerah and he was mentioned in 
the genealogy of Jesus Christ (Gen 38) 

• Her scarlet chord also reminds us of lamb’s blood that was 
painted on the doorposts and lintels during the Passover 
when the Lord brought judgment on the Egyptians. 
Everyone who stayed in the house was saved (Ex. 12) 

• The story of Rahab shows how God extends grace to sinners & strangers. 
o Rabab was an idol worshiper and prostitute who lived among 

people who were far from God. 
o In Joshua 6 we learn that God graciously saved Rahab and her 

family because of her faith. 
• You and I may be more advanced and civilized, but we need his 

grace more than ever. 
o “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 

truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8, NIV). 
o “He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the 

gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting 
destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from 
the glory of his might” (2 Thess. 1:8-9, NIV). 

• The story of Rahab and her faith can be applied in two ways. 
o You need to change your allegiance 

§ From trusting in false gods or the false security of those around you. 
§ You can’t experience God’s grace changing your allegiance.  

o You need to take courageous action 
§ Faith is more than belief, it’s belief in action. 
§ Witnessing? Baptism? Church membership? Service? 

• JC died on a cross for you even though you are a sinner & stranger to God.  
• God is more than fair, He’s gracious. You and I need his grace 

more than ever. 


