
Claiming God’s Promises 
Moving Forward in Faith, Joshua 1:1-18 

 

Introduction 

• We usually content to wait for the turning point of a story 
somewhere near the end. 
o The conflict is introduced; the characters are developed; and the 

plot progresses until it all comes together at the climax. 
o The book of Joshua surprises us with an early highpoint. 

§ Chapters 3 and 4 describe Israel’s crossing of the Jordan in 
great detail. 

§ This is the moment the Israelites had been anticipating for 40 years. 
§ Everything else in the book of Joshua happens in reference 

to this one event – it’s the focal point of the whole book. 
• That’s why I want to give you the main point of today’s message 

right up front. 
o As a text-driven preacher, my goal is not only to explain God's 

Word but to explain it in a way that follows the contours of the text. 
§ We don’t always have “three points and a prayer.” 
§ Sometimes we 2 points and sometimes we have 4. 

o Sometimes we have to wait for the main point and sometimes the 
main point appears right upfront. 

• So right up front, we learn that to claim God’s promises we must 
move forward in faith while giving thanks for the past.  
o Two weeks ago, we established the fact that God is a promise-

maker. 
o God hasn’t promised us the same things to us that He promised to 

the nation of Israel, but He has made promises to us. 
§ He promised salvation to all who believe in His Son (Rom. 1:16–17). 
§ He promised to His abiding presence and power to fulfill our 

mission and church (Matt. 28:18-20, Acts 1:8). 
§ He promised that He would return someday and take us to 

heaven (John 14:2-3) 
o Have you seen all of the families who have tried to recreate their 

only family photos and then posted them online? They are hilarious 
§ View pictures on the screen 
§ Let me point out the obvious about these pictures 

• The original pictures are priceless snapshots of the past. 
• No matter how hard you try, you can’t recreate the past. 

• Like the ancient Israelites, we have an opportunity to claim God's 
promises for ourselves, personally and collectively. To do that we 
have to do 2 things in faith. 

 
 
 

 

Body 

I.  Move When God Moves (3:1-6, 14-17). 
A.  God made his presence known through the ark of the covenant.  

1.  It was constructed according to God’s specs (Ex. 25:10-22) 
2.  It was contained reminders of Israel’s relationship with God. 

a.  Aaron the high priest’s rod 
b.  The tablets of the 10 Commandments 
c.  A jar of manna 

3.  It was carried with poles so that it wouldn’t be touched. 
4.  It was the centerpiece of the holy of holies in the tabernacle. 

B.  Jesus makes God’s presence known to us through a higher holy 
of holies (Heb. 9:23-24) 
1.  The tabernacle and the temple were man-made copies of the 

real holy place in heaven.  
2.  Jesus entered the holy of holies in heaven and made his presence 

available to us through his sacrificial death on the cross. 
C.  God made His presence known so that His people would follow. 

1.  When the priest’s feet touched the edge of the water, the 
water stopped flowing miles of stream. 

2.  The Israelites had to keep their distance from the ark – a 
1,000 yards upstream and downstream – so they could see 
which way God was leading them. 
a.  They needed God to guide them geographically. 
b.  More importantly, they needed God to guide them spiritually. 

i. They were very familiar with disobedience involved 
in circling the Promised Land for 40 years. 

ii. They were unfamiliar with the obedience that it took 
to follow God in the Promised Land. 

3.  The priests' stood still with the ark of the covenant as the 
whole nation crossed the river on dry ground. 

D.  Jesus makes God’s presence known to us so that we will follow. 
1.  Jesus introduced himself to his disciples and invited them to 

follow Him (Matt. 4:18-22, Mk 2:14). 
2.  Paul urged believers in Corinth to follow him as he followed 

Jesus (1 Cor. 11:1) 
3.  Christ has suffered for us so that we would follow in His 

footsteps (1 Pet. 2:21) 
II.  Keep Memories of the Past Alive (4:1-9, 19-24) 

A.  God told the Israelites to collect stones from the riverbed so they 
could construct a monument for future generations. 
1.  One man from each tribe carried a stone from the middle of 

the river to their new campsite in Gilgal. 



2.  Joshua had the 12 stones built into a monument for future generations. 
a.  The monument would remind them of the miraculous 

way God showed up at the Red Sea & the Jordan River. 
b.  The monument would always remind them to trust in God. 

B.  Like the Israelites, our memories of past miracles are a 
portal to the faith of our forefathers 
1.  Imagine the faith & commitment that was present in 1858 when Union 

Bap. merged with Friendship Bap. & Unity Bap. Church was born. 
2.  Think of the faith it took to plant a handful of churches and 

missions in the 1950s, '60s, and '70s. 
3.  Bro. Harold Cathey for a great man of faith. Under his 

leadership, the church started a thriving bus ministry and the 
Living Christmas Tree program that we still enjoy today. 

4.  I imagine the surprise when Bro. Floyd Paris unveiled the 
Judgement House ministry for the first time. That is only outdone 
by the faith it has taken to put on that program for the last 20 years. 

C.  Like the Israelites, these memories must propel us forward in faith. 
1.  As great as it was to cross the Jordan River, the Israelites 

couldn't camp there forever – they had a take possession of 
the Promised Land. 

2.  As many times as God has blessed us in the last 40 years, we 
can’t stay in the past. 

3.  We must use the memories of what God has done in the past as 
fuel for the journey ahead. 

 

Conclusion 

• To claim God's promises we must move forward in faith while 
giving thanks for the past. 

• I want to do something a little usual in response to today’s message.  
o I want to give you a chance to share a brief praise report about 

how God has moved in and around our church in the past. 
o I also want to give you a chance to share where you see God 

moving our midst right now. 
• I want to close with one last verse of Scripture. Hebrews 11:6 says. 

“And without faith, it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes 
to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those 
who seek Him.” 


