
Fighting for His People 
Moving Forward in Faith, Joshua 6:1-27 

Introduction 

• When the sailors stationed at Pearl Harbor woke on December 7, 1941, they 
were already at war even though they didn’t know it yet. The Japanese had 
already launched an assault on their position. Apparently, the Japanese 
Foreign Ministry had even sent a formal declaration of war to Washington, 
but it didn’t arrive until after the devastating attack. The sailors at Pearl 
Harbor weren’t ready to fight because they didn’t know they were at war. 

• As peaceful as it may seem this morning, you & I are at war this morning.  
o We are caught up in the cosmic struggle between God and the 

forces of darkness (Read Eph. 6:12) 
o Isaiah 42:13 says, “The LORD marches out like a warrior; he stirs up 

his rage like a man of war; he makes his anger heard.. (NIV) 
• This is war we cannot possibly win without God’s help, which is 

what takes up back to Joshua chapter 6. 
o The first stop after crossing the Jordan River was the city of Jericho. 
o The city of Jericho was sealed up tight, no one could get in our out. 

• In Joshua 6 we learn that God fights for His people and invites 
them to join in the battle. Let me share with you 5 ways… 

 

Body 

I.  God Fights for His People with Stirring Promises (vv. 2-5). 
A.  God restated his promises to Joshua and the Israelites – He 

would give them Jericho and the rest of the Promised Land. 
1.  Instead of the attacking the city, they were to perform a 

ceremonial siege of the city for 7 days. 
2.  On the 7th climatic day, God would give them the victory. 

B.  Our God is a promise-making God. 
1.  He makes promises to initiate conversation – He wants to be known. 
2.  He makes promises reveal His character - He can be trusted. 
3.  He makes promises to stir up our faith – He wants us to join Him. 

C.  In Jan. 2002, the [TB Buccaneers] had suffered a crushing 31-9 loss to the 
Philadelphia Eagles in the playoffs. Two days later, [head coach Tony] 
Dungy was fired.…He was now the former head coach of an NFL team. 
Reflecting on that moment he said, "It was hard to remember God's 
promise from Rom. 8:28 that all things work together for good to those 
who love Him. But I also tried to remember the promise in 2 Cor. 4:8 & 9 - 
that despite all of our troubles, God will never abandon us. What we often 
see as defeat is frequently the stage being set for a comeback.” 

II.  God Fights for His People with His Supernatural Presence (vv. 12-14) 
A.  The Israelites marched around the city of Jericho once a day for 6 days. 

1.  According to archeologists, the fortified part of the city was only 
about 10 acres which about the size of a football field. 

2.  The leaders of the Israelite victory parade could have easily 
circled the city and returned to camp before the rest of the 
people had their opportunity march around. 

3.  The victory parade included an armed guard, 7 priests with 
rams’ horns, a large number of Israelites, and a rear guard, 
but the centerpiece of the parade was ark of the covenant. 

B.  God is present with His people individually & corporately (Eph. 2:21-22). 
1.  As a community of faith, we are “being fitted together as a 

“holy temple in the Lord.” 
2.  More important than being impressed with our buildings, our giving, 

or our ministries, guests should sense God’s presence among us. 
III.  God Fights for His People by Punishing Sinners (vv. 17-19). 

A.  The city of Jericho was under the ban (“he-rem”) 
1.  The people and all the things in the city were devoted to the 

Lord and destined for destruction as an offering of sorts. 
2.  Only Rahab and her family and the valuables were to be saved. 
3.  If they violated the ban they would bring punishment on themselves.   

B.  This may seem unfair & extreme until you realize what was a stake. 
1.  The first and foremost of the 10 commandments is to 

worship God alone and to avoid any false substitutes. 
a.  The Canaanites had rejected God (Deut. 20:16-18). 
b.  In addition to rejecting God they attacked God’s special people. 

2.	 There was also the very real risk that if left alone, in time the 
Canaanites would influence the Israelites with their pagan worship. 	

3.	 In a way, God had no choice but to punish the residents of 
Jericho to defend His reputation as the supreme God of 
Heaven and Earth and to protect His people (Josh. 2:11) 	

C.   God is righteous and holy.  
1.  He allows unrepentant sinners to experience the harmful and 

devastating effects of their sin (Rom. 1:24-27) 
2.  He punishes those who resist his grace with burning, eternal, 

conscience punishment in hell (Matt. 25:41-46) 
D.  There are more than 7B. in the world right now. According to estimates, 2B of 

those people are Christians. That means that 5 out of 7 people right now are lost 
& headed to a hell when they die. (Look down your row & do the math). 

IV.  God Fights for His People with His Sovereign Power (vv. 15-16, 20-21) 
A.  On the 7th day, the Israelites marched around Jericho 7 times. 

1.  On the 7th circuit around the city, the priest blew their rams’ 
horn trumpets and the people let out a mighty shout. 
a.  The shout shattered the silence of the first 6 days. 



b.  The shout was a war cry mixed with shout of praise for 
the victory they were about to experience. 

2.  The walls crumbled in on themselves and the Israel’s army 
was immediately able to conquer the city. 

B.  God is all-powerful. There’s nothing too big for Him to conquer. 
There’s nothing too small for Him to take care of. 

V.  God Fights for His People with a Sympathetic Pardon (vv. 22-25). 
A.  Joshua and the Israelites honored their pledge to Rahab and her 

family and brought them out to safety. 
1.  The residents of Jericho all heard about God’s mighty 

wonders, but only Rabab responded in faith. 
2.  Her family followed her example by staying w/ her through the siege. 

B.  God gracious and merciful. 
1.  He patiently waits for sinners to come to their sense. (2 Peter 3:9) 
2.  His sinless Son, Jesus Christ, died in your place to pay the penalty 

for your sins so that you could be forgiven (1 Peter 3:18) 
C.  Bob Sheffield works for the Navigators in Colorado Springs, CO. Before 

becoming a Christian, Bob played professional hockey in Canada. He loved 
to fight & found himself in jail after a barroom brawl. Later, Bob & his wife 
became Christian & accepted an assignment with The Navigators in the U.S. 
1.  But Bob was denied entry into the U.S. in Canada because of 

criminal record. He decided to apply for what is called the 
"Queen's Pardon" in Canada. Following an investigation he 
received the following notice: “Whereas we have since been 
implored on behalf of the said Robert Jones Sheffield to extend a 
pardon to him in respect to the convictions against him, and 
whereas the solicitor general here submitted a report to us, now 
know ye therefore, having taken these things into consideration, 
that we are willing to extend the royal clemency on him, the said 
Robert J. Sheffield. We have pardoned, remitted, and released him 
of every penalty to which he was liable in pursuance thereof.” 

2.  From that day forward, whenever Bob was asked if he had a 
criminal record, he could honestly answer no. The pardon meant 
he was released from any possible punishment for the crimes.  

 

Conclusion 

• God fights for His people - He also invites us to join in the battle.  
• The message this morning is very simple – who’s in? 

o Have you received God’s pardon or are you still for his punishment? 
o Will you claim God’s promises and join with us in pushing back 

the power of darkness with the light of the gospel? 
• God provided the victory at Jericho, but he invited his people to join 

Him so that it was there victory too. 


