
Victory or Defeat? 
Moving Forward in Faith, Joshua 6:1-27 

Introduction 

• People magazine once undertook a part-serious, part-tongue-in-cheek 
survey of its readers on the subject of sin. The results were published as 
a "Sindex," with each sin rated according to its seriousness.   
o Sins like murder, child abuse, & spying against one's country were rated 

the worst, with smoking, swearing, & illegal videotaping far down the list.  
o Parking in a handicapped spot was rated surprisingly high, 

whereas unmarried people living-together got off lightly.  
o Cutting in front of someone in line was deemed worse than divorce. 
o Readers surveyed said they commit about 4.64 sins per month. 

• This survey reveals our ingrained habit of viewing some sins as “more 
acceptable” than others, and some people as “more sinful” than others.  

• When we compare ourselves to each other, we have a tendency to overlook 
our sin, but in God’s eyes we are all sinners and all sin is serious. 
o “For all have sinned & fall short of the glory of God.” (Rom. 3:23) 
o “For the wages of sin is death…” (Rom 6:23) 

• The ancient Israelites learned an important lesson about sin in Joshua 7. 
o They crossed the Jordan & conquered Jericho in dramatic fashion. 
o They were so confident they only sent a few men to capture the nearby Ai. 
o Instead of another miraculous victory, they were quickly defeated. 

• The reason for the Israelite’s setback is revealed in verse 11. (look) 
o The Israelite’s sinned and transgressed their covenant with God. 
o They violated “the ban” that was placed on the city of Jericho by 

stealing valuables & hiding them among their own possessions 
• Today, we learn how important it is to safeguard our hearts from sin. 

o We have to acknowledge the danger of sin and take definitive 
steps to distance ourselves, personally and collectively, from it. 

o Sin can be attractive at first, but in the end, it's very dangerous, 
like keeping a raccoon for a pet. 
§ Gary Richmond, a former zookeeper, explains that raccoons go 

through a glandular change at about 24 months. After that, they 
attack their owners often without any apparent reason. 

§ Gary had a friend who owned a raccoon that was approaching 
this change. The friend listened politely then explained, “It will 
be different for me. Bandit wouldn't hurt me. He just wouldn't. 

§ You guessed it, 3 months later, that same friend had to endure plastic 
surgery on her face when her raccoon went wild without warning. 

§ Sin comes dressed in an adorable disguise; it’s easy to play with. We 
say, "It will be different for me," but the results are always the same. 

• This morning, I want to share 3 reasons to safeguard your heart from sin. 
 

Body 

I.  Sin has severe consequences. 
A.  Thirty-six men lost their lives during the first battle for Ai (7:5). 
B.  Joshua & the elders mourned over the outcome of the battle (7:6-15) 

1.  They wondered if they made a mistake in crossing the Jordan River. 
2.  They were worried that the other Canaanites would here they 

were vulnerable and band together to attack them. 
3.  They were upset that God’s name & reputation would be damaged. 
4.  They found out their corporate relationship w/ God was strained. 

a.  They would not have any more victories unless… 
b.  They destroyed the things in their camp that were under the ban. 

C.  Sin always has consequences, even if they are unintended. Take, for 
example, the Seattle man who tried to steal gasoline from a motor 
home. Attaching a siphoning hose to the vehicle and he started to 
work. Sometime later the police found him writhing in agony in the 
street. It seems he had attached the hose, not to the gasoline tank, 
but to the motor home's sewage tank! The owner declined to press 
charges; he was too busy laughing at the would-be thief. 

D.  Sin is a personal offense to God & an attack on His infinite glory. 
1.  Sin separates us from God (“Your iniquities…made a sep. Is. 59:2) 
2.  Sin stings us & scars those around you like a ricochet bullet. 
3.  Sin spreads out into more sin like an uncontained virus. 
4.  Sin sends us to hell (“…into the eternal fire of hell” Ma. 25:41) 

II.  Sin is a constant struggle (vv. 12-14) 
A.  Joshua searched through Israel by tribes, clans, and families until 

he found the one who had violated the ban – Achan 
B.  Achan confessed to the sin – notice the progression (7:20-21) 

1.  He saw some valuable items: a beautiful garment from 
Shinar, 200 sheckles of silver, and 50 sheckles of gold 

2.  He coveted them in his heart – he took delight in them. 
3.  He took them even though he knew there were dedicated to the Lord. 
4.  He concealed them under his tent so that no one would know. 

C.  Achan repeated the pattern Gen. 3:6 (Eve saw, coveted, & took) 
D.  The power of sins, specifically covetousness can be seen in one 

six-year-old boy’s interaction with the tooth fairy.  
1.  Covetousness is craving more of what you have enough of already. 
2.  When he lost his 1st tooth he put it under his pillow and 

woke up to find a quarter in its place 
3.  When he lost his 2nd tooth, he did the same thing w/ the same result. 
4.  When his 3rd tooth dropped out, he wrote the following notes: 

“Dear Tooth Fairy: I have been a good boy. I wonder if you could 
give me $1 for my tooth because I could use more money.” 



III.  Sin has a solution – but it’s costly. 
A.  The Israelites took Achan, his family, and his possessions – including 

the things he stole – to a place called the Valley of Trouble.  
1.  They stoned them, burned them with fire, & buried the remains.  
2.  This may seem extreme but compare his fate to Rahab. 

a.  Rahab obeyed and became an Israelite by faith.  
b.  Achan disobeyed & became a Canaanite by his lack of faith. 

B.  Achan’s punishment is something we have a hard time 
understanding in our ruggedly individualistic culture. 
1.  When sin is discovered, it must be dealt or it will affect the whole group. 
2.  When sin is discovered, it should be confessed as such so that 

everyone affected by it can move past it. 
C.  Sin is like fire, it’s hard to measure. 

1.  How do we measure the size of a fire? By the number of 
firefighters and fire engines sent to fight against it.  

2.  How do we measure the seriousness of a medical condition? 
By the amount of risk doctors take in treating it.  

3.  How do we measure the gravity of sin and the incomparable 
vastness of God's love for us? By looking at the magnitude 
of what God has done for us in Jesus, the Son of God who 
became like a common criminal for our sake and in our place 

 

Conclusion 

• We must safeguard our hearts from sin if we are to experience 
victory rather than defeat. 

• Joshua went from the highest-of-highs to the lowest-of-lows all 
because of what seemed like a relatively small sin. 
o But all sin, whether it’s a sin of commission or omission is 

serious before a holy and righteous God. 
o We may not be as sinful as we could be, but we are all thoroughly sinful. 

• Imagine someone sitting down with a blank page and pen. He begins to write 
out his perfectly scripted life, explaining how he would love others, how he 
would structure his prayer life, or how he would build a beautiful Christian 
family. But indwelling sin and Satan crouch at his elbow, disrupting every 
pen stroke and messing up every word and sentence. At every point in the 
Christian life, our own flesh and Satan jab our elbow, and our pen skids 
across the page as our perfect plan is reduced to scribbles. 

• God will rewrite the story of your life if you’ll give your life to Him, but 
you must also safeguard your heart from sin. 
o Keep your mind clear (“We r taking every thought captive” 2 Cor. 10:5b) 
o Establish accountability (“provoke 1 another to love/good works” Heb 10:24) 
o Avoid temptation (“Put on the JC/make no provision for the flesh” Ro. 13:14)  

• God has already won the victory for us if we’ll just follow Him by faith. 


