
Reach Out 
Be the Church 1 Peter 3:15-16 

 

Introduction 

• As a Christian, I tend to be self-oriented in my approach to suffering 
and hardship. 
o My first impulse is to assume that the difficulties I’m facing are 

because I’m a Christian. 
o So I look through the Bible for ways to handle pain and adversity. 

• But unbelievers experience suffering and hardship too. 
o In Rom. 8:20, we learn that all of creation (the earth & everyone living 

on the earth) are in the process of breaking down & falling apart. 
o This means that everyone is affected by disasters, disease, & death. 
o Here’s the good news - during times of crisis, unbelievers tend to 

be more receptive to the good news of the gospel.  
• We should use the current health crisis to reach out to the people 

around us – just don’t get closer than 6ft and don’t spread germs. 
o There are lots of opportunities to meet practical needs. 
o There are also opportunities to meet spiritual needs as well. 

• Reaching out from person-to-person and family-to-family is one of 
the ways that we can put our faith into practice. 
o We can’t go to church right now, but we can be the church.  
o This needs to be our goal for the duration of this crisis. 

• I’ve found inspiration for this kind of outreach in a familiar set of 
verses in 1 Peter. 
o The book of 1 Peter is all about persecution, suffering, and faith. 
o The 3rd chapter explains how we should live in a broken world 

among those who don’t understand or share our source of hope. 
o The truth is, people of hope stand out in times of fear & anxiety. 

§ People flocked to churches follow the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11. 
§ Christian outreach ministries were received with open arms during 

the aftermath of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria in 2017. 
• As you stand out, reach out and explain the reason for your hope.  
• 1 Peter 3:15-16 explains how to stand out and reach out with the good 

news of the gospel. 
 

Body 

I.  Affirm Your Allegiance to Christ 
A.  You only have room for one #1 in your life. 

1.  There are all kinds of important people and things in your 
life, but you can only have 1 top priority. 

2.  JC said, “You cannot serve both God & money.” (Matt 6:24) 
B.  Jesus doesn’t just want to be your Savior; He wants to be your Lord. 

C.  Since 1968, we have been reserving parking spaces in the U.S. for the 
handicapped and physically impaired. In recent years, that has been 
expanded to include preferred parking for expectant mothers and 
veterans. I think it’s a shame when someone takes a parking space 
that is reserved for someone else. It’s an even bigger shame when 
someone gives away the space in their heart that’s reserved for Jesus. 

II.  Prepare a Persuasive Explanation  
A.  This verse is not as passive as it seems 

1.  It’s not advocating the approach that says, “Preach the 
gospel at all times, and if necessary, use words.” 

2.  Good works are important, but the gospel can’t be preached 
without using words. 

B.  People who have hope naturally stand out in times of fear & anxiety.  
1.  You should want to reach out to your family, friends, & 

acquaintances out of a genuine desire to love your neighbor 
as yourself (Mk 12:30-31). 

2.  When you do, you should be ready to explain why you are not 
overcome with fear (God is in control, He loves me, I’m prepared) 

C.  There are two things to keep in mind when reaching out: 
1.  Preparation is important – Apologetics isn’t an apology, its 

an authentic and thoughtful explanation. 
2.  Attitude matters – do it was “gentleness and reverence” 

III.  Keep Your Conscience Clean 
A.  There’s nothing that will undermine your explanation of hope 

and transformation faster than hypocrisy. 
1.  Unbelievers may say unkind things about your, with Christ’s 

help you can make sure they aren’t true. 
2.  If your conscience is clean, they'll be the one to feel bad, not you. 

B.  I know the lyrics of the song "Clean Hands" sound like a public service 
announcement for COVID-19, but they are based in part off from Psalm 
24:5-6. The chorus begins, “Give us clean hands/Give us pure hearts/Let 
us not lift our souls to another/Give us clean hands/Give us pure 
hearts/Let us not lift our souls to another.” The song goes on to speak 
about the importance of honesty & sincerity in our relationship with God. 

 

Conclusion 

• As you stand out, reach out & be ready to explain the reason for your hope.  
o Do it with thoughtfulness, integrity, and creativity. 
o Do it with an eye towards sharing the good news about Jesus. 

• We could all use some good news right now and Christ's death, burial, and 
resurrection are the best news around. 

• Make your response to today’s message personal today by asking yourself, 
“How can I reach out to others this week? How can I be the church?” 


