
The Next Step 
Moving Forward in Faith, Joshua 8:30-35 

Introduction 

• Last year Gavin and I drove out to the ACTC campus on Technology 
Drive to watch Anson compete in a Lego robotics tournament. Anson had 
to ride the bus home, so Gavin and I traveled back home together in my 
truck. I haven’t been out there very often, so I plugged our home address 
into the GPS on my phone to find the fastest way home and Gavin got 
behind the wheel to drive us home. Instead of the Industrial Parkway, the 
GPS sent us down a dirt road towards Route 5. The farther we went, the 
rougher the road got but Gavin turned on the 4-wheel drive and we kept 
going. At one point we drove through a water-filled rut so deep that we 
scraped the bottom of the truck frame on the ground. Then we were lost -
we were on a road that wasn’t on the map.  We made a few turns and 
eventually found our way back to civilization. 

• Have you ever gotten lost? Has your spouse ever gotten lost? 
• The Israelites made some great progress in conquering the Promised Land, 

but after a miraculous victory and a surprising defeat, they seem a little lost. 
• After dealing with sin in the camp they went on to conquer Ai (8:18-21, 26-28) 

o Joshua commissioned a group of men to ambush Ai from the west. 
o Joshua sent them out and then spent the night with the main 

fighting force who would be stationed to the north of the city. 
o The next morning, Joshua and the main fighting group went up 

to Ai and the king of Ai sent out his people to fight them.  
o The Israelites pretended to be beaten to draw the people out of Ai. 
o At the right time, Joshua stretched out his javelin and the ambush 

force attacked the city and burned it with fire. 
o When the residents of Ai saw the fire, they realized they were surrounded 

& were overcome - everyone was killed except the king. 
o The Israelites were allowed to take the cattle & valuables for themselves 

& they killed the king before buried his body under a pile of stones. 
• The 2nd battle of Ai is exciting, but it’s not the most interesting part of 

Joshua 8. The most interesting part is what happened after the battle. 
o The Israelites travel 20 miles out of their way to the north to 

offer sacrifices on Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim. 
o They had some ups & down & they were unsure about what to do next. 

• You and I should follow their example - When you’re not sure 
about your next step, navigate your way back to God. 
o Today, I want to show you 2 ways to navigate your way back to God. 
o God is never very far away. 

• Jeremiah 29:13 says, “You will seek Me and find Me when 
you search for Me with all your heart.” 

Body 

I.  GO BACK TO THE PLACE WHERE IT ALL BEGAN. 
A.  Joshua and the people traveled to Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim.   

1.  Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim were close to one another 
a.  The land in between was an ideal meeting spot for large 

groups of people. 
b.  The people were able to call out to each other from the 

elevated terrain. 
2.  There was a significant city in between them – Shechem. 

a.  It was the site of the covenant renewal ceremony that took 
place at the end of Joshua’s life. It was the place he said, 
“As for me & my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Jo. 24:1) 

b.  It became Jacob’s home after he reunited with Esau (Ge. 
33:18-20). Jacob became the father of the Israelite nation. 

c.  It was also the first place Abraham made a sacrifice to 
God after he left his family and his home (Gen 12:6) 

3.  Even though it was new to Joshua the current generation of 
Israelites, it was the place where their relationship began. 

B.  When you don’t know what’s next, look behind you. 
1.  Go back to a literal place that shaped your relationship with God. 

a.  It could be the place where you were when you trusted 
Christ as your personal Lord and Savior. 

b.  It could be a place where you made a significant spirit decision. 
2.  Think back to a time when you were particularly close to God. 

a.  It could when you started your relationship with God. 
b.  It could when you passed some memorable milestone. 

3.  I have very vivid memories of the spiritual milestones in my 
life, but I will never forget where I was when I gained rock-
solid assurance of my salvation – It was in the lower level of 
the library at Cedarville College, over by the research carols.   

II.  REVIEW THE LAST MESSAGE YOU RECEIVED. 
A.  The Israelites trip to Shechem involved a lot of activity. 

1.  Joshua built an altar uncut stone. 
2.  The people offered burnt offerings & fellowship offerings. 
3.  Joshua wrote the words of the law on stones and read the 

words of the law to all the people. 
B.  Four times we learn that their actions were taken in obedience to 

the commands of Moses in the Pentateuch (v. 31(2), 33, & 35) 
1.  In Deut. 27:2-13 they were told to offer sacrifices on Mt. Ebal. 
2.  In Deut. 31:9-12 they were told to renew their relationship 

with God every 7 years. 



C.  In the NT, Jesus didn’t come to abolish the Law of Moses, but to 
fulfill it (Matt. 5:17). 

D.  The Jews found 613 commands in the Law of Moses. When 
asked about the greatest of the commands, Jesus had 2 answers 
(Matt. 22:36-39). 
1.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind 
2.  Love your neighbor as yourself. 

E.  Like the Jews, we can get overwhelmed by everything we know 
we should do for God.  
1.  When that happens, we should focus on loving God & loving others. 
2.  Will the next thing you are about to think, say, or do show 

love for God or someone else? 
F.  Hachi is a movie about Parker Wilson, a college music professor, 

and his dog, Hachi. Every day, Parker would ride the train into the 
city for work and every Hachi would be waiting at the train station 
when he returned home. One day, Parker suffered a fatal heart 
attack in the classroom. Unaware of what has happened, Hachi 
waited for hours at the station for his master. For the next ten years, 
the loyal dog waited at the train platform every evening. 

 

Conclusion 

• When you’re not sure about your next step, navigate your way 
back to God. 
o Go back to a place where your relationship with God was strong 

and full of energy. 
§ You may have to back to a physical place to get back in touch. 
§ Or you can do that right now in prayer. 

o Review the last message you received – what was the last thing 
God clearly said to you. 
§ If in doubt, make the choice to love God and love others. 
§ God’s will for you would never involve something hateful or selfish. 

• Like the Israelites, you and I have victories and defeats. 
o Sometimes the next step in life is clear & sometimes it’s terribly uncertain. 
o Sometimes times we know where we are going and sometimes, 

we need to recalibrate our G.P.S. – God’s Positioning System 
• I want to give you an opportunity to reconnect with God and discern 

God’s will for our life. 
o We talked about navigating your way back to God. 
o The good news is that God is never very far away. 

• Jeremiah 29:13 says, “You will seek Me and find Me when 
you search for Me with all your heart.” 

 


