
Wise Counsel 
Moving Forward in Faith, Joshua 9:1-10:15 

 

Introduction 

• Last year in PA a bank teller accidentally deposited $120,000 in the 
wrong account, the account’s owners went on a shopping spree. 

o State police said the couple purchased an SUV, a race car, two four-
wheelers, & a camper, as well as paying bills and giving $15,000 to friends. 

o The bank contacted them after realizing the error and told them 
they had to return the money. The problem was the didn’t have 
the money anymore. The bank took them to court where they 
faced felony theft charges. As they arrived at court on Monday, 
Robert Williams told a TV reporter, “All I’m going to say is we 
took some bad legal advice from some people, and it probably 
wasn’t the best thing in the end. 

• Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not 
lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
and He will make your paths straight.” 

• As the story of Joshua and the Israelites unfolds, they learn a very 
important lesson about Godly wisdom and counsel. 
o They encountered a people group that was craftier than they were 

courageous. 
o They had a couple of victories and a revival under their belt and 

they lost sight of God’s leadership. 
• As we unpack the story of Israel and the Gibeonites in Joshua 9 and 

10, we learn that just like the Israelite, we must pay attention to 
God’s counsel, or suffer the consequences. 
o God makes His guidance available through His Word. 

§ The Father declares His Word with authority. 
§ The Son embodies the Word of God. 
§ The Spirit illuminates the Word of God. 

o God has promised: “I love those who love me; and those who 
diligently seek me will find me.” (Prov. 8:17) 

• Here are 2 reasons why we must pay attention to Godly counsel. 
 
 Body 

I.  Not Everything is as it Appears (9:1-15). 
A.  When the kings of Promised Land heard about Israel’s victories 

and defeats, they banded together to fight them off. 
B.  All except the Gibeonites, who tried to defeat the Israelites 

through deception. 

1.  They put worn-out sacks on their donkeys along with worn-
out wineskins; they dressed in worn-out clothes and put 
worn-out sandals on their feet. 

2.  They approached the Israelites and pretended they were from 
a faraway country far outside the Promised Land. 

C.  The Israelites questioned the story and the Gibeonites doubled 
down on their deception. 
1.  The Gibeonites tied to flatter the Israelites by telling them 

they came because of the fame of Israel’s God. 
2.  They showed them their bread which was dried out & crumbled. 

D.  Instead of asking the Lord – the Israelites looked at what they thought was 
convincing evidence and made a peace treaty with the Gibeonites. 
1.  It wasn’t a sin to be deceived, but it was a sin to make such a 

big decision without consulting God. 
2.  God could have saved them a lot of problems if they would 

have paused long enough to ask Him. 
E.  The text doesn’t tell us why they made this choice, be we can 

imagine a few reasons. 
1.  They were in a hurry and didn’t want to wait to hear from God. 
2.  They were naïve and didn’t think the Canaanites would try 

to deceive them. 
3.  They were overly confident in their own ability to figure out 

the situation. 
4.  They were apathetic and lazy and only saw what they 

wanted to see so they didn’t have to fight. 
5.  They were misguided and didn’t think God would have 

anything to say about their political alliances. 
F.  We don’t know why exactly why they made the mistake, but we 

do know that not everything is as it appears. 
II.  Every Decision Has Consequences (9:16-10:15). 

A.  Three days later, the Israelites heard the truth about the Gibeonites. 
B.  When they came to the cities of the Gibeonites the truth was obvious. 

1.  The peace treaty was irreversible. 
2.  The people wanted to kill them, but the leaders defended them. 

C.  Joshua questioned the Gibeonites about their dishonesty and 
made them indentured servants. 
1.  They became hewers of wood. 
2.  They became haulers of water. 

D.  When the king of Jerusalem heard about Israel’s treaty with the 
Gibeonites, he organized a coalition to fight against Gibeon. 

E.  When the coalition attacked the Gibeonites, they called out Israel for help. 



a.  The Israelites marched all night and surprised the king of 
Jerusalem and his allies. 

b.  The Lord gave the Israelites a great victory by killing 
Israel’s enemies with hailstones from heaven. 

c.  Israel’s victory was another miracle. 
i. The sun and moon stood still so that the Israelites 

could defeat all of their enemies. 
ii. There is some disagreement between Bible 

commentators on the nature of the miracle. 
(i) God is more than capable of stopping the sun 

and moon in the sky, but verses 12 and 13 are 
written as poetry which can be metaphorical. 

(ii) The focus of the miracle is described in verse 14 
– that God listened to the voice of Joshua. 

(iii) Even when Joshua forgot to listen to God’s 
counsel – God gracious listened to his call for help. 

 

Conclusion 

• As the Israelites found out, we must pay attention to God’s 
counsel, or suffer the consequences.  

• These days, we listen to God’s guidance and counsel through prayer. 
But how do we know if we are hearing Him correctly? 
o Check what your hearing against what the Holy Spirit has 

revealed in Scripture. 
o Check it against what you know of Jesus. Is it arrogant, lustful, 

greedy, divisive? Then it’s not the word of God 
o Talk to your church leaders about it. Church leaders are not 

perfect, nor are they priests, but the NT describes them as those 
who teach and guide the church. 

o Consider the effect (or “fruit”) of what you think God is saying. 
§ Will it draw people closer to God or push them further away? 
§ Does it build people up or tear them down? 
§ If it comes true, will it bring glory to God or someone else? 

• Like the Israelites, we experience victories and defeats in our lives. 
• And like the Israelites, we have pivotal moments where we can either 

follow God’s counsel our we can do what seems right in our own eyes. 
o This week has been full of important decision as people has been 

dealing with the COVID-19 crisis. 
o But when the COVID-19 crisis is over, there will still be a need 

to pay attention to God’s counsel. 
• As a church, as families, and individuals, may we pay attention to 

God’s gracious counsel. 
 


