
Meeting Needs 
Be the Church 3 John 1:5-8 

 

Introduction 

• For years we have thanked God for the freedom to gather together for 
worship, biblical community, & ministry. Now all of a sudden, that 
freedom has been taken away from us. Not by an overreaching 
government agency, but by a microscopic virus that’s taking lives, 
overloading hospitals, & disrupting the world’s economy.  

• While we are unable to meet as a church, we are striving to be the church by: 
o Reaching out and Meeting needs 
o Praying actively and Pursuing spiritual growth  

• This doesn’t replace our long-term vision, it’s just an interim step as 
we wait for things to return to normal – whatever that new normal is. 

• Today I want to zoom in on the theme of being the church by 
looking closer at meeting needs. 

• I want to hear from you about how you’ve been involved in meeting 
needs during the coronavirus crisis. 
o Send a short text message to (606) 324-7157 and share how 

you’ve been involved in meeting the needs of those around you.  
o Don’t delay - I’d like to share a few responses at the end of this msg.  

• John wrote 3 inspired letters in addition to the G. of John & Revelation. 
o The letter of Third John is the shortest book in the whole bible. 
o It’s also 1 of only 5 books in the NT that is addressed to one 

particular person (Can you think of the other 4?) 
• Third John was written to a man named Gaius. 

o Gauis was a fairly common name in the Roman Empire so we don’t 
know much about this man apart from what we learn in this book. 

o Gauis was John's dear friend - he is addressed as “beloved” 4 times. 
o Gauis is praised in this book for exercising hospitality towards traveling 

preachers that were sent out from under John’s ministry in Ephesus. 
§ He provided them w/ food, lodging, money, & encouragement. 
§ His kindness stands out since another man, Diotrephes (v. 9), 

refused to do anything to help the same traveling preachers. 
• Hospitality in the traditional sense is a little hard right now, but we can still 

exercise hospitality in a broader sense by meeting the needs of those around us.  
• There are all kinds of groups trying to meet needs right now. What I 

want to point out is the “why” found in verses 7-8 (Read vv. 1-8) 
• We should meet the needs of those around us… 
 

Body 

I.  For the Uniqueness of the Gospel Message 
A.  John sent out missionary preachers “for the sake of the Name.” 

1.  “The Name” here can refer to no one else but Jesus Christ. 
2.  When John was were arrested for preaching in Jesus’ name along w/ 

Peter, they said, “for there is no other name under heaven that has been 
given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12, NIV) 

B.  Gaius wanted to do all he could to help because he recognized 
the uniqueness of the gospel message. 
1.  There was and still is no “plan B” for salvation. 
2.  People must respond to the gracious offer of salvation through the 

death, burial, and resurrection of JC, or face an eternity in hell. 
C.  There’s a handful of islands around the U.S. that are only accessible by ferry. 

No matter how sincere you are, you can’t get back to the mainland if you 
miss the last ferry. The same is true for JC – you can’t get to God w/o Him. 

II.  For the Reputation of the Gospel Messengers 
A.  John’s preachers “accepted nothing from the Gentiles.” 

1.  Traveling preacher & teachers of all kinds were common in those days. 
2.  In some cases, they misrepresented themselves and took 

advantage of the people they met in order to make more money. 
B.  Gaius took care of John’s preachers, so they didn’t have to beg 

in the streets and drag the reputation of Christ through the mud. 
C.  The presence or absence of loving concern within the church 

family and outwards our community reveals a lot about the 
gospel we preach. The 1st Great Commandment is to love God, 
but the 2nd Great Commandment is to love our neighbors too. 

III.  For a Share in the Gospel Ministry 
A.  John viewed Gaius as a “fellow worker” in the gospel because of 

his generous hospitality. 
B.  We can't all be preachers or missionaries in a vocational sense, 

but we can partner together to advance God's kingdom. 
C.  Paul used a metaphor that is helpful here. He compared the church to a human 

body that has many members yet works together as one unit. (1 Cor. 12). 
 

Conclusion 

• Today we’ve been talking about our motivations for meeting the needs 
• There’s a news story that came out of NY City that highlights this theme. 

Samaritan’s Purse has set up a field hospital in CP to help ease pressure on nearby 
hospitals. City officials were thankful for the help but expressed concern over the 
group’s stance on traditional marriage. The thing is, no other groups stepped up to 
help because no other groups are driven by Christian compassion and were 
prepared to serve like Samaritan’s Purse. If you think about, most of our hospitals 
have been started by Christian denominations & organizations that were driven by 
a biblical desire to meet the needs of those around them in Jesus’ name. 

• We will continue to be the church in our city & county by meeting needs and 
I want to close with a few updates from you on how you’ve been involved. 


