
The Center of Life 
Be the Church (Colossians 1:6-7) 

Introduction 

• One of the most powerful pictures in the Bible about our relationship with God 
is the analogy of the potter and the clay. God is the Potter & we are the clay. 
o Isaiah 64:8 says, “But now, O Lord, You are our Father, we are 

the clay, and You our potter; and all of us are the work of Your hand. 
o Since bible times, people have been making things out of clay with the 

help of a potter’s wheel. The wheel allows the potter to mold the clay 
into the desired shape while it spins around a circle. The clay must be 
balanced on a central point so that it can be worked with easily. 

o The analogy of the potter and the clay speaks to the transforming 
power that God has in our lives, but it also speaks to our 
responsibility to center our lives on Him in yielded obedience.  

• Paul used some equally vivid analogies in his letter to the Colossians. 
• Paul wrote Colossians to encourage believers to live Christ-centered lives. 

o The Colossian church was being influenced by some form of false 
teaching that was similar to Christianity - but without Jesus Christ. 

o We face a similar error today. 
§ We can participate in the church w/o connection to Christ. 
§ We can live moral lives centered on ourselves or the American dream. 

• Today I want to wrap up our mini-series on “being the church” with 
the instructions found in Colossians 1:6-7. 
o Like the Colossians, we must also live Christ-centered lives. 
o As we unpack to the “how-to” part of this passage we will come 

across the 4th pillar of being the church – pursuing spiritual growth. 
• Pursuing spiritual growth isn’t a “limited time offer;” it’s our church vision. 

o We want to help you and your family grow in your faith, step by step. 
o  We want to help you Love, Learn, and Live Out the Gospel of 

JC, and Share it with the world. 
• Before I talk about how to live a Christ-centered life, I want to talk 

about why it’s so important. 
o “Lord” isn’t Jesus’ title, it’s his position the universe (v. 6) 
o When you become Christian, you don't just receive a story about 

Jesus, you receive Jesus himself, as your Savior and Lord. 
• As Lord, Jesus deserves to be the center of our lives, and verse 7 

describes 2 ways to live a Christ-centered life. 
Body 

I.  PURSUE SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
A.  Paul used 2 word pictures to explain the nature of Christian growth. 
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1.  "Firmly rooted" describes a believer who is sinking his or 
her roots deep into gospel truth. 

2.  "Built-up" depicts a believer who is established on the solid 
foundation of the gospel. 

3.  The addition of “established in your faith” strengthens the point 
that Christian life is to be centered on Christ. 

B.  Being "rooted" and "built-up" implies an ongoing process of spiritual 
development as you apply the character of Christ to everyday situations.  

C.  Doctors and other healthcare providers do their best to care for the 
health of their patients. But patients have responsibilities too. If your 
doctor prescribes a certain medication or recommends a set of 
lifestyle choices, you won’t get the benefit unless you follow the 
doctor’s orders. The same is true for your spiritual health. Jesus 
Christ provides the ability, but you must use the ability by faith.  

II.  CHOOSE AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE 
A.  Paul frequently used thankfulness as litmus test of spiritual health. 
B.  In Rom. 1:21ff he used the lack of thankfulness as an indicator 

of unbelief.1  
1.  Unbelievers refuse to honor God or give Him thanks. 
2.  Unbelievers worship created things rather than the Creator. 

C.  A Christ-center life is marked by gratitude all the way through. 
1.  Gratitude for salvation and forgiveness of sins. 
2.  Gratitude for preservation the ongoing blessings of life. 

D.  There’s been a tidal wave of health information circulated on the 
Coronavirus. One report I saw (which may or may not be correct) 
suggests that blood type may be an indicator who will get the virus. 
In a similar and more positive way, an attitude of gratitude is an 
indicator of those who are focusing their lives around Jesus Christ. 

 
Conclusion 

• In order to be Christ's church, you have to center your life around Christ. 
• A Christ-centered life happens through spiritual growth & gratitude. 
• Jesus meets you where you are to save you, but He doesn’t leave you 

there. He wants to shape and mold you, He wants to develop and 
grow you so your life has purpose and meaning. 
o Have you placed your life in the Potter’s loving hands? (Salvation) 
o Do you need to re-center your life on the Potter’s wheel? (Rededication) 
o Do you need God to work out those rocks/rough spots? (Confession) 
o Do you need to share your gratitude with someone? (Testimony) 

• We can’t meet in person, but we still want to hear from you and help you 
grow in your relationship with God (Text in or leave a comment on FB) 


