
A Mother’s Faith 
1 Samuel 1:1-28 

Introduction 

• According to a recent survey, 40% of moms have received an 
unwanted Mother's Day gift, but most of them were too polite to 
complain. Here's a partial list of the worst Mother's Day gifts 
(according to moms who actually received these gifts): 
o Deodorant - A fire extinguisher 
o Cleaning supplies - A stick of French bread 
o Salad dressing - Popcorn 
o Ants (perhaps an ant farm for Mom) 
o Hair dye - A screwdriver 
o A roll of toilet paper - A calculator - Car parts 

• The modern holiday of Mother’s Day was signed into existence by 
President Woodrow Wilson in 1914, but that’s not the first time 
mothers were honored on a large scale. 
o Celebrations of mothers and motherhood can be traced back to 

Greek and Romans. 
o God himself established the value and importance of mothers when he 

created the family as the basic unit of society the book of Genesis. 
o Ever since then, nation, big and small, have been at their best when 

they celebrated the dignity and status of women and mothers. 
• At the beginning of the book of 1 Samuel, we find the story of an 

outstanding mother named Hannah. 
o Hannah shows up in the Biblical storyline when we women and 

mothers weren’t respected the way they ought to be. 
o When we first meet Hannah, she’s not a mom yet, but she 

desperately wants to be. 
§ She is married to a man named Elkanah, who is also married 

to a woman named Peninnah. 
§ Peninnah had lots of children and she never let Hannah forget it.  

• The thing that stands out about Hannah in this story is her incredible faith.  
o Hannah is held up and celebrated as a mother with outstanding faith.  
o I want to celebrate moms today by pointing out 2 things about Hannah’s faith. 

 

Body 

I.  FAITH GROWS THROUGH PRAYER (v. 9-18). 
A.  Hannah’s desperation led her to pray in the tabernacle. 

1.  Not having kids was a big disappointment for an Israelite 
woman at that time.� 

2.  To make matter worse, she had a home situation where she 
was constantly reminded of her barrenness. in a situation  

B.  Hannah realizes that her only option was a miracle from God. 

a.  She asks God to recognize her pain by giving her a son. 
b.  She makes a promise to raise him as a Nazarite and to give 

him back to the Lord when he’s old enough to serve. 
C.  Her faith is highlighted by the priest’s lack of faith. 

a.  Eli the priest has lost his ability to hear from God. 
b.  He mistakes her passionate prayer for drunkenness. 

D.  Faith grows through prayer in 2 ways. 
1.  Mother’s praying for their children with dedicated passion. 

a.  Whether it’s praying for your kids before they are born or after 
they’re raised – Christian parenting is an exercise in faith. 

b.  According to Psalm 127:7, all children are a gift from 
God, and parents need to grow in their faith meet the 
challenges of raising kids in every generation. 

2.  Children following their mother’s prayerful example. 
a.  Samuel’s leadership would define an entire generation of 

faithfulness in Israel. 
b.  It’s not a coincidence, that Samuel came from mom with 

such strong and prayerful faith. 
II.  FAITH LEADS TO A BLESSING (v. 19-28). 

A.  God listens to Hannah’s passionate prayer and gives her a son. 
B.  Hannah was faithful to her promise to give Samuel back to God. 

1.  She keeps Samuel at home for a few years until he is done nursing. 
2.  When he is old enough, Hannah takes Samuel to Eli. 

a.  She brings an offering and introduces herself to Eli. 
b.  She leaves Samuel there to worship and serve the Lord. 

C.  Faith leads to blessing in 2 ways as well. 
1.  Faith allows mothers to start a new legacy. 

a.  According to social service experts, dysfunction tends to 
be generational. But faith in JC and transformation that 
follows is strong enough to break that trend. 

b.  You can start a new trend by passing your faith on to your kids. 
2.  Faith allows mothers to hold their children with “an open hand.” 

a.  God has plans from mom and for their kids. 
b.  God may call your son or daughter to serve far away from home. 

 

Conclusion 

• Today is a great day to appreciate our moms with gifts & expressions of love. 
o It may be a little harder this year from a distance, but let it come from the heart. 
o Your mom may not be living any more, but you can honor her life & memory. 

• But the greatest gift we can give to our moms and the greatest gift 
they can give to us is faith in God and His sinless son, Jesus Christ. 
o Won’t you trust him today? 
o Won’t you grow through prayer?   


