
Promise Maker and Promise Keeper 
Moving Forward in Faith, Joshua 21:43-45 

 

Introduction 

• A Father walked through the weightlifting department at a sporting 
goods store with his teenage-age son. As they admired a set of 
weights, the father wanted to be supportive of his son's newfound 
determination to build bulging muscles, but he was skeptical.  
o "Please, Dad," pleaded the teen, "I promise I'll use 'em every day." 
o "I don't know, son, it’s a really big commitment,” the father said. 
o "Please, Dad," the son continued to beg. 
o "They're not cheap either," the father said. 
o "I'll use 'em, Dad, I promise. You'll see." 
o Finally won over, the father paid for the equipment and headed 

for the door. After a few steps, he heard his son behind him say, 
"What! You mean I have to carry them to the car?!" 

• We can all relate to this scenario on one level or another, right? 
o You’ve made a few bad promises that you couldn’t keep, so you’re sad. 
o You’ve heard others make promises they didn’t keep, so you’re skeptical.  

• I’m here to tell you that: 
o God doesn’t make bad promises. 
o God doesn’t make promise He can’t keep. 

• God is a Promise Maker and a Promise Keeper - and I want to 
build your confidence in Him. 
o He cares so deeply for you. 
o He is close at hand, not cold and distant. 
o And He is more than capable to keep His promises to you. 

• Here’s why I’m so sure about my claims today. 
o I have experienced God’s faithfulness over and over in my life. 
o I found a passage of Scripture in the book of Joshua this past 

week that brought together a huge chunk of the OT story for me.  
• In Jan. I started preaching thru Joshua w/ the theme “Moving Forward in Faith.” 

o I decided to discontinue the series when the Coronavirus crisis hit. 
o Today I want to wrap up the series with Joshua 21:43-45, which 

summarized the whole book of Joshua. (Read passage) 
§ The battles of Jericho, Ai, and the coalition of 5 kings are all 

summed up in v. 44. 
§ The division & settling of lands for all 12 of Israel’s tribes, 

including cities for Levites are all summed up in v. 43. 
§ This passage is proof positive that God kept all the covenant promises 

He made to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, & Joshua. (Josh. 1:1-9) 
• God is a Promise Maker and a Promise Keeper and I want to tell you 

about 2 special promises that He gives to those who trust in Him. 

Body 

I.  God Gives a Precious Inheritance to Those Who Trust in Him (v. 43). 
A.  God extended a promise of a land (along w/ a nation & a blessing) 

when he initiated a personal relationship with Abraham in Gen. 12. 
1.  God repeated & reinforced that same promise to Isaac & Jacob. 
2.  God led Moses and the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt with 

the promise of a land of their own. 
3.  God commissioned Joshua to lead the people into the land 

that had been promised and to lead them into battle. 
B.  Chapters 13 – 21 give exhaustive detail about how the land was 

divided, “possessed,” & eventually passed down thru the generations. 
1.  Chs. 13 & repeats the allotment for the tribes west of the 

Jordan river and details Caleb’s request 
2.  Chs. 15-17 outline the portions for Judah, Ephraim, & Manasseh. 
3.  Chs.18-19 describes how the land was assigned by casting lots.  
4.  Chs. 20-21 make allowances for cities of refuge & cities for the Levites 

since they served in the tabernacle & didn't get a piece of land.  
C.  Ephesians 1:12-14 describes the precious inheritance that can be 

claimed by NT believers through faith in Jesus Christ. 
1.  This inheritance is spiritual, not material, but it no less precious. 
2.  This inheritance is the assurance of salvation, sealed by the HS. 
3.  This inheritance can be passed on to others and it also passes 

with us from this life to the next life. 
D.  Picture a family seated in a lawyer’s office listening to the last 

will & testament of a loved one who has recently passed away. 
Every detail matters to them. Not just because the items they 
receive are valuable, but because they are sentimental and 
precious. Every item is lovingly and thoughtfully distributed. 

II.  God Gives Unshakeable Peace to Those Who Trust in Him (v. 44) 
A.  The land had to be conquered before it could be taken & settled. 

1.  God had promised Joshua that “no one would be able to 
stand before you all the days of your life” (Josh 1:5). 

2.  The battles weren’t easy, but they were all won with Israel’s 
courage and God’s miraculous power. (Jericho, Ai, the 5 kings). 

B.  Israel’s victory over the peoples of the Promised Land gave them 
something they had never experienced before – enduring peace. 
1.  The nation of Israel was born into slavery in Egypt. 
2.  They had to fight their way to the land they were promised & 

then wait for an entire generation because of their lack of faith. 
3.  They have "rest" on every side as God helped them fight and 

then settle into their new land. 



C.  As much as we would like "peace in our time," we don't have 
that kind of promise from God today. Instead, we have the 
"peace which passeth all understanding.” In Phil. 4:7. 
1.  The idea behind this familiar KJV phrase is that the peace that 

God gives surpasses or is beyond our human comprehension. 
2.  It is natural to be upset when we encounter distressing or 

dangerous circumstances. But we can have peace instead of 
anxious when we make our needs known to God through prayer. 

D.  Skyscrapers can be over 2,000 ft tall. In order to reach that height, 
hundreds of pilings must be driven hundreds of feet into the ground. 
This unseen part of the construction is what allows these impressive 
buildings to sustain high winds & survive earthquakes. 

 

Conclusion 

• I have to tell you by experience, “You can lean on God’s promises 
all you want, but you won’t break’em.” 
o God is a Promise Maker & a Promise Keeper. (He cares, close, & capable) 
o God offers all kinds of promises to His people today, but right 

now I want you to focus on just 2 of them: 
§ A Precious Inheritance – the assurance of the forgiveness of 

your sins and your acceptance by God. 
§ An Unshakable Peace – a peace that surpasses human comprehension. 

o I have a strong feeling that some of you need to claim these 2 promises. 
§ Some of you have been plagued for years or even decades 

with the fear that you’re not sure you’re really saved. 
• You don’t know if you said the right thing, you were 

sincere enough, you’ve been good enough since then. 
• That uncertainty, fear, and doubt can end right now if 

you’ll claim God’s promise to save you. 
• Rom. 10:9 declares: “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is 

Lord,’ & believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” That’s either true or it’s not. 

§ Some of you have been weighed down and worn out by 
anxiety about one thing or another. 
• You may need to seek out professional help for your anxiety, 

but I’m convinced that a healthy amount of the anxiety we 
experience on a daily basis is a lack of trust in God. 

• In Matt. 11:28, JC says, “Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

• Knowing about God's promises is not the same as knowing that God is a 
Promise Keeper. I want to leave you today with a word from Ps 34:8: "Taste 
and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.” 

 


