
The Parable of the Sower 
Mysteries of the Kingdom, Matthew 13:1-23 

Introduction 

• A traveler, between flights at an airport, went to a lounge and bought a small 
package of cookies. Then she sat down and began reading a newspaper. 
Gradually, she became aware of a rustling noise. From behind her paper, she 
was flabbergasted to see a neatly dressed man helping himself to her cookies. 
Not wanting to make a scene, she leaned over & took a cookie herself. 
o A minute or 2 passed, and then came more rustling. He was helping 

himself to her cookies! By this time, they had come to the end of the 
package, but she was so angry she didn't dare allow herself to say anything.  

o As if to add insult to injury, the man broke the remaining cookie in 
two, pushed half across to her, ate the other half and left.  

o Sometime later, the woman opened her handbag still fuming – 
and found her pack of unopened cookies!  

• We make assumptions all the time, but sometimes those assumptions are wrong! 
• Take Jesus for example in the Gospel of Matthew. 

o The religious leaders assumed that they were in charge and Jesus 
was the newcomer that had to prove himself. 

o Although popular, there was a rising tension surrounding his ministry. 
o At one point, JC was approached by a large crowd by the sea of Galilee. 
o Jesus got into a boat and began to preach to the crowd on the 

beach through a series of parables in Matthew 13. 
§ The Parabolic Discourse is 1of 5 sermons included in Matt’s Gospel. 
§ Jesus uses 7 parables to challenge the assumptions of his 

audience and reveal the mysteries God’s Kingdom. 
• Today we’ll look at JC’s Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13:1-23. 

o Notice that Matthew gives us JC’s explanation of the parable along 
with the parable it’s, separated by his reason for teaching in parables. 

o Jesus used parables to conceal & reveal information about God’s 
Kingdom and citizens that belonged to that kingdom (v. 10-13) 
§ Those who are open to God’s Word are confirmed in their faith. 
§ Those who are closed to God’s Word are condemned for their unbelief. 
§ Just like in the prophet Isaiah’s day, the people were exposed 

for their spiritual callousness and apathy (Is. 6:9-10). 
• God “spreads the seeds” of truth through G. preacher & the proclamation of 

God’s Word creates a division among those who hear it. (Read 13:1-9) 
o Just like the crowd that day, many of u assume you are a part of the Kingdom. 
o Even through there are 4 types of soil, there are only two kinds of 

responses to God’s Word and the Gospel: fruitful and unfruitful. 
o I want to talk about those 2 kinds of responses so you can assess the 

authenticity of your relationship w/ God based on your level of fruitfulness. 
 

Body 

I.  Citizens of the Kingdom receive it and bear spiritual fruit (v. 23). 
A.  A genuine response results in obedience and perseverance. 

1.  The good soil represents those who hear God’s Word & take it to heart. 
2.  They respond positively to the authority of God in their life 

and put it into practice. 
3.  Over time, they experience life change as God multiplies His 

character in and through that person. 
B.  A genuine response results in an “abundant harvest.” 

1.  The good soil yields 3 levels of harvest: 30, 60, & 100 fold! 
a.  All 3 levels of yield are beyond the norm. 
b.  The point is that  

2.  I had a professor in college who said, “The root determines the 
fruit.” But the corollary is also true, “The fruit reveals the root.” 

II.  Others resist it and become spiritually barren (v. 19-22). 
A.  Some resist because of a stubborn mentality. 

1.  The hard ground beside the path represents those who refuse to 
hear God’s Word because they already “know” it’s “wrong.” 

2.  Satan is more than happy to remove it & replace it w/ something else. 
3.  The internet is full of atheists and agnostics who have rejected the 

claims of Christ with every looking into them for themselves.   
B.  Some resist out of a basic superficiality. 

1.  The shallow soil full of rocks represents a shallow response. 
a.  Some people respond right away with enthusiasm, but 

their profession of faith doesn’t last. 
b.  When things get hard, they give up & move on from JC. 

i. It may be harassment or mistreat for claiming Christ. 
ii. It may be the difficulty of putting GW into practice. 

2.  “How you start your Christian life is important, but it’s not 
as important as how you finish.” 

C.  Some resist out of divided loyalty. 
1.  The ground overgrown with thorns represents a promising 

start choked out by competing priorities (fame & fortune). 
2.  Fame & fortune are not bad in themselves, but in time they can take the 

place of God in your life & take you to places of moral compromise. 
3.  JC said it best in the SM: “You cannot serve God & wealth (6:24) 

 

Conclusion 

• I confess that spiritual development and discipleship is a “soapbox” 
issue for me, but I think I have a good reason for it. 
o I think the lack of spiritual maturity and discipleship is one of the 

biggest problems in the American church. 



o I think Jesus placed a huge emphasis on discipleship and 
evangelism when He gave the Great Commission to the Church.  

• Every time a gospel preacher proclaims the Word of God, it creates a 
division among those who hear it. 
o It divides the receptive from the resistant. 
o It divides the fruitful from the unfruitful. 
o It divides citizens of the Kingdom from everyone else. 

• What you do with this “seed” has eternal significance, so I have 3 questions. 
o What kind of response best describes you? Fruitful and unfruitful? 

§ Our citizenship in God’s kingdom isn’t determined by our 
religious or ethnic heritage, or even our claims of faith. 

§ It’s determined by your level of fruitfulness as the Word of God 
take root in life and change your life on the deepest levels. 

o Do you need to repent of your resistance to God’s Word? 
§ Repentance is church word, but it’s good word. It means to change your 

heart, your mind, and your direction. 
§ God’s Word is summed up in the Gospel of JC. 

• The pain, suffering, and brokenness is proof that there’s 
something wrong in our world. (Prov. 14:12) 

• There’s weren’t always that way. The Bible says that God 
created the world, and everything was “good” (Gen. 1:31) 

• The thing that’s wrong is your sin and rebellion against 
God, but sent His Son, Jesus to die for us and pay the 
penalty for our sin (John 3:16). 

• If you will repent and believe in JC, you can recover and 
pursue God’s original plan for your life (Eph. 2:10). 

o What steps are you willing to take to become more fruitful? 
§ God is glorified when we bear the fruit of obedience & perseverance. 
§ What is He prompting you to bear more fruit? 

• To go public with your faith through baptism? 
• To give over your fear and anxiety about future to Him?  
• To use your talents & testimony to share God’s Word w/ others? 

• Faulty assumptions can be disappointing, if not dangerous. On one of his 
European tours, the master magician and locksmith Harry Houdini almost gave 
up hope. After he was searched and shackled, he was shut into the cell of an old 
Scottish jail. After the jailor walked away, Houdini quickly freed himself from 
his shackles and tried to tackle the cell lock. But despite all his efforts, the lock 
wouldn't open. Finally, after all of his best efforts and completely exhausted, he 
leaned against the door - and it swung open so unexpectedly that he nearly hit 
his head on the jailhouse floor. The jailor had not locked it.   

• We want to help you begin a relationship with JC & grow in that relationship. 
Please call, or text (606) 324-7157 or send us a message through Facebook.  


