
The Parable the Weeds and Wheat 
Mysteries of the Kingdom, Matthew 13:24-43 

Introduction 

• The Gentleman’s Quarterly magazine is far from a theological 
journal. But occasionally, it provides a revealing look into the belief 
systems embraced by people today. In December 2013, GQ had 2 
quotes presenting two starkly different worldviews and paths for your life.  
o In the first quote, the actor Matthew McConaughey, named GQ's "Man of 

the Year," argues, "I'm a fan of the word selfish. Self. Ish. When I say I have 
gotten a lot more self-ish, I mean I am less concerned with what people 
think of me … Selfish has gotten a bad rap. You should do for you." 

o A few pages later GQ quotes an award-winner fiction writer 
named George Saunders – GQ’s "Life Coach of the Year." 
Saunders says, "The big kahuna of all moral questions, as far as 
I'm concerned, is ego. How do you correct the fundamental 
misperception that we are all born with the idea that ‘I am 
central’? All of the nasty stuff in this life comes out of that 
misunderstanding… You should get over yourself.” 

• Jesus highlights the difference between these same 2 worldviews in 
His discourse of parables in Mathew 13. 

• Last week we started with the Parable of the Sower. 
o We learned that Jesus used parables to both reveal & conceal 

information about God’s rule and reign – the Kingdom of Heaven. 
§ Those who were open to God’s Word were confirmed in their faith. 
§ Those closed to God’s Word were condemned for their unbelief. 

o We learned that the proclamation of God’s Word automatically 
creates a division among those who hear it. 
§ Citizens of the Kingdom receive it and bear spiritual fruit. 
§ Others resist it for a variety of reasons & become spiritually barren. 

• Today, we'll look at a collection of 3 parables (2 short, 1 long) as we 
learn that the Kingdom of Heaven is not always what it appears. 
o God’s Kingdom is present anywhere that His rule & reign are embraced & 

celebrated – in the hearts of His people. 
o God’s Kingdom includes the church, but it’s also bigger than the church. 

• I want you to have an accurate understanding of God’s Kingdom so 
that you will have a better understanding of His work in the world. 
o You should not be obsessed/depressed with the size of the church. 
o You should not be afraid to do "small things" in Jesus' name. 

 

Body 

I.  The Righteous and the Wicked will Coexist Until the End of the 
Age (v. 24-30, 36-43). 
A.  Once again, a farmer sowed good seed in his field (v. 24). 

1.  This time, his enemy secretly sowed bad seeds in his field. 
a.  Tares are weeds that look almost exactly like wheat until 

the head appears and it’s time to harvest. 
b.  Not only were the tares a nuisance, but they were also 

poisonous, making the farmers crop unusable & unprofitable. 
2.  The farmer’s servants informed the farmer of the problem 

and asked if they should root out all the weeds. 
3.  The farmers told his servants to wait until the harvest so that 

they didn’t waste one precious stalk of wheat. 
B.  Jesus provided a detailed explanation for his followers (v. 36). 

a.  The farmer or the sower is the Son of Man (JC himself) 
b.  The field is the world (not the church)  
c.  The enemy who sowed the bad seed is the devil 
d.  The harvest is the end of the age (judgment)  
e.  The servants are angels 

C.  The main comparison is between the wheat and the weeds. 
1.  The weeds are the wicked that will be divided and destroyed. 

a.  God is waiting till the end of the age to give unbelievers 
every opportunity to come to him with faith & repentance. 

b.  Just because God is waiting, doesn’t mean the 
punishment won’t be severe. 
i. Like dried weeds, unbelievers will be cast into the furnace of hell. 
ii. Hell is a real place with continual "weeping and 

gnashing of teeth." 
2.  The wheat are the righteous that will be gathered & glorified. 

a.  God is waiting till the end of the age so as not to lose 
one precious believer. 

b.  Like wheat, believers will be harvested and brought to 
into God’s presence for His pleasure and His glory. 

II.  The Kingdom will Become Extraordinary Even When it Appears 
Ordinary (v. 31-32). 
A.  The mustard seed becomes a mighty tree. 

1.  The mustard seed isn’t technically the smallest seed, but it’s the 
smallest seed JC’s audience would have been familiar with. 

2.  The mustard seed also doesn't become trees like an oak or 
maple, but its transformation is not less remarkable. 

B.  The leaven transforms the flour into bread. 
1.  Leaven is incredibly small in comparison to 3 pecks of flour. 
2.  But given enough time, the leaven changes the consistency 

of the flour into the risen dough. 
 
 
 



Conclusion 

• These 2 short parables reinforce the main point of the previous 
parable: that the Kingdom of Heaven is not always what it appears. 
o At first glance, not everything that looks like it is part of God’s 

Kingdom is actually part of God’s kingdom. 
§ It takes time & careful observation to figure out the difference. 
§ God is the ultimate judge and he will the current assignments 

at the proper time. 
o What may seem big and impressive isn’t always so and what 

may seem small and unimpressive isn’t always so either. 
§ The things of God carry the power of God and they develop 

in extraordinary ways. 
§ If it’s from God it will work and grow, it’s not it won’t. 

• I want you to have an accurate understanding of God’s Kingdom and 
how it works so that you can be a part of it. 
o You and I should not be obsessed or depressed with the size of 

the church of any other element of God’s kingdom. 
o You should not be afraid to do "small things" in Jesus' name. 

• We want to help you begin a relationship with JC & grow in that 
relationship.  
o Please use the chat feature on our website at 

www.unitybaptistashland.com 
o You can also call (606) 324-7157 - we have someone standing 

by to answer your call. 
o You can also send us a comment or message through Facebook.  


