
The Value of the Kingdom of Heaven 
Mysteries of the Kingdom, Matthew 13:44-52 

Introduction 

• Last fall I was able to meet with Dr. John Fulks at Melini’s in Ironton for 
lunch to talk about sending a team from Unity to Uganda this summer. Yes, 
the lunch was amazing (I love Melini’s), but my conversation with John 
was even more amazing. I didn’t know much about John’s connection to 
Unity or Uganda, so I asked lots of questions. He explained how he, his 
wife, and their 5 children moved from Coal Grove to Africa in 1999 to 
serve as a missionary in education. In that time, he has served as the 
President of Global Theological Seminary in Uganda, the Principle of the 
Rift Valley Academy in Kenya. This year he is making plans to move to a 
new role at Moffat Bible College while keeping his connection with the 
seminary in Uganda. John has earned the highest degree you can earn in 
education and has decades of experience, but he still serves as a faith-
supported missionary. John could probably make more money doing 
something else, but he doesn’t because of his love for missions. 

• This spring we were introduced to a handful of church planters working 
in partnership with NAMB. One of those church planting couples was 
Rob and Annabeth Wilton who are planting a church in the city of 
Pittsburg. Like the Ashland area, Pittsburg has been hit hard affected by 
the slowdown of the steel industry. Rob and Annabeth were well 
established in New Orleans where they had planted a successful church 
and Rob was the chaplain for the New Orleans Saints (how cool is 
that!). God called them to leave behind their friends and their 
accomplishments and they answered the call with enthusiasm. 

• I've seen that same attitude at work in our church family. As we resume all our 
ministries, we will have people every give up their comfortable spots in the 
worship service to take care of babies in the nursery, to run sound or the lights in 
the sound room, or patrol the church campus with the safety & security team. 

• What compels these people to sacrifice as they do? (secret?) 
• Today we are wrapping up our 3-week series on Mysteries of the Kingdom. 

o So far, we’ve learned that despite all of the diversity in the world, there 
are only 2 kinds of people: those who are in & out of God’s kingdom. 

o We also learned that great things can happen in God’s kingdom 
when you are willing to do “small things” in Jesus’ name. 

• Before I’m done, I want to thank Dr. Craig Blomberg for his writing 
and insight on the parables of Jesus, especially in Matthew 13. 

• Today we are going to cover the last section in JC’s Parabolic Discourse 
in Matt. 13, which includes 4 brief parables (kids: draw them out) 

• The first 2 parables go together to describe the value of the kingdom 
of heaven (Read Matthew 13:44-46, NASB and pray) 

Body 

I.  The kingdom of heaven is worth sacrificing whatever it takes to 
gain entrance (v. 44-46). 
A.  The parables of the hidden treasure & the great pearl both feature a 

character who sold everything to obtain the thing they wanted most. 
1.  In the first parable, the man accidentally stumbled over a 

treasure that had been left behind by someone else. 
2.  In the second parable, the merchant found his pearl after a 

long and exhaustive search. 
B.  These examples cover both ends of the spectrum: the diligent 

seeker and the accidental convert. 
C.  Don’t misunderstand what Jesus is saying.  

1.  He is not suggesting anything illegal or unethical. People in the 1st 
century would often hide their valuables underground & if something 
happened to them unexpectedly, their treasure would be lost. 

2.  He is not teaching we can earn/buy our place in heaven. That 
would require perfection that is not possible (Matt. 5:48). 

3.  He is not saying that everyone has to give up everything.  
a.  He asked the rich ruler to sell all his possessions (19:16-26). 
b.  But He told the A woman to “go & sin no more” (Jo. 8:1-11). 

 

Why aren’t more people willing to make the sacrifice? (urgency?) 
 

II.  They don’t believe in the reality of the final judgment (v. 47-50). 
A.  This parable is a shorter version of the wheat and the weeds. 
B.  Fisherman cast a large net into the sea and gathered all kinds of 

fish. 
1.  The “good” fish were saved. 
2.  The “bad” fish were thrown away. 

C.  The actions of the fishermen describe God's inescapable 
judgment at the end of the age. 
1.  Those who have not received God’s gift of salvation will be 

judged for their rebellion and unbelief. 
2.  They will not get "one last chance," reincarnate or mercifully 

snuffed out of existence. 
3.  They will experience eternal punishment in a very real hell. 

D.  A poll in U.S. News & World Report reveals Americans are split over hell. 
1.  Sixty-four percent (6 out of 10) say they believe in hell. 
2.  Thirty-six percent (4 out of 10) say they don’t believe in 

hell, or they don’t know. 
3.  Most respondents described hell as "an anguished state of existence" 

or "an unpleasant solitary confinement” rather than a real place. 
4.  No wonder we have lost our missionary urgency and the 

things of God have become less and less popular. 
 



How do you know for sure that you are in? (assurance?) 
 

III.  A true disciple is someone who internalizes the principles of the 
kingdom (v. 51-52). 
A.  This last parable is a summary of the whole chapter. 
B.  It reinforces the principle that you are either in or out of God’s 

kingdom – there is no middle ground 
C.  The head of a household can take both old and new things out of 

his treasure box. 
1.  The reason he can take them out is that he considered them 

valuable enough to put them into the box in the first place. 
2.  Whether they come from the NT or the OT, the person who 

values the teaching of God's word enough to treasure it in his 
or her heart is the true disciple of Jesus Christ. 

Conclusion 

• What difference does any of this make? 
• I want to focus my takeaways around 2 words: Resent & Reexamine 

o Resentment: Seasoned believers may resent their level of service and 
sacrifice in God’s kingdom. Whether serving on the mission field or 
serving in the church nursery, they may look around and decided, “It’s 
just not worth it.” I know it can happen because I’ve felt that way myself. 

o While there are lots of reasons resentment, there is only one cure 
and that is comparison. Your sacrifice is significant, but it pales 
in comparison to Christ's sacrifice for you. He gave up the glory 
of heaven. He endured insults and abuse. He ultimately gave up 
his life through crucifixion on a cross – for you. 

o When Peter complained about how much he and the other 
disciples had given up, Jesus said, “And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or 
children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as 
much and will inherit eternal life.” (Matt. 19:29). 

o Reexamine: If the kingdom of heaven isn’t worth sacrificing 
whatever it takes to gain entrance, then you haven’t found the 
real kingdom of heaven. You’ve found a cheap knock-off. 

o You need to reexamine God’s kingdom and your need to be forgiven. 
o In Acts 5, the Jewish leaders persecuted JC’s followers because 

they thought they were spiritual fakers. Gamaliel the cautioned 
the Jewish leaders about punishing Jesus’s followers. Basically, 
he said, if they are from, you won’t be able to stop them. 

• God’s kingdom is priceless and I hope you’ll join me pledging 
wholehearted allegiance in king Jesus. 

Please contact us - we want to help you and your family grow in your faith. You 
can use the chat feature on our website or call (606) 324-7157. 


