
Avoiding Bad Company 
Wise Up, Proverbs 1:8-19 

Introduction 
• Parents worry about all kinds of things when it comes to their kids. I 

thought about sharing some lists of the biggest things parents worry to 
introduce this message, but then I decided against it. I want to capture 
your attention, not distract you with all kinds of "worst-case scenarios."   

• The book of Proverbs packed with Godly wisdom for people of all 
ages, especially young people making their way in the world. 
o The parents in OT times must have worried about their kids too 

because the first 10 chapters contain 10 homilies, or parental 
talks, on all kinds of topics. 

o Today, we are going to look at the talk found in Proverbs 1:8-19 
on avoiding bad company, especially those who are fascinated 
by violence & greed. (Read passage) 

• If you follow recent headlines, you might get the idea that rioting & 
looting are new problems in our society, but street violence & criminal 
activity has been around since Bible times. 

• In these verses, we find a serious warning about the dangers of bad company. 
o Although this passage focuses specifically on the dangers of 

physical aggression & theft, it doesn’t take much to see the 
corruptive influence of bad company on sinful activities like 
prideful judgment, gluttony, or gossip,  

o In fact, you don’t have to be an impressionable teenager to get caught up 
in negative peer pressure, just look around at the next water cooler 
meeting or even the next church potluck.  

• This timely warning includes a detailed explanation of the character of a 
violent person along with an explanation of their ultimate destiny. 
o You may be a young person who needs to avoid “the wrong crowd.” 
o You may not be so young anymore, but your life hasn’t turned out like 

you planned, in part because of the negative influences of bad company. 
 

Body 

I.  Violent people follow a predictable pattern (v. 10-14). 
A.  They pass over the image of God in others (v. 11). 

1.  All people are inherently valuable because they are made in the image 
of God. (Red & yellow, black & white, they are precious in His sight.) 

2.  The evil-doer ignores this truth and looks for ways to take 
advantage of and to take from others.  

B.  Their moral perception is off (v. 12). 
1.  There’s a clock just inside the main of the Missions House. 

I’ve changed the batteries in it a couple of times, but it won’t 
keep time. Yet it still throws me off when I look back at it. 

2.  They have delusions of grandeur imagining they will 
swallow their victims whole like an earthquake.  

3.  Instead, they are the ones who are swallowed alive by their lifestyle. 
C.  They promise a shortcut to “the good life (v. 13). 

1.  Short cuts may work on a map, but not on moral issues. 
a.  When you cheat, you cheat yourself out of knowledge. 
b.  When you lie, you break the trust you are trying to build 

2.  They value comfort & convenience over diligence & hard work. 
D.  They pledge loyalty but have none (v. 14). 

1.  Some people are attracted to the “company” part of bad 
company. They want to be a part of a gang or a group. 

2.  Joining in with such a group is dangerous b/c they don’t 
value Godly wisdom or other people for that matter. 

II.  Violent people hurt themselves in the end (v. 15-18). 
A.  They get hung up in their own traps (v. 16-18). 

1.  Associating w/ those who have wicked intentions will 
involve you in wickedness – the opposite of wisdom (Ps. 1). 

2.  Birds aren’t deep thinkers. They see the birdseed but don't see the 
net set to catch them. Instead of trapping others, the violent trap 
themselves in their plots and schemes. (Reversal of v. 11) 

B.  God holds us all responsible for Godly wisdom (v. 19). 
1.  This is universal- there’s no escaping, you’re not the exception. 
2.  The instructions of Godly parents are the same as the 

instructions of God himself and “fools” will pay a price. 
 

Conclusion 

• The warning in this passage comes down to this: avoid violent 
people or you will become the victim of your own crime. 
o Violent people are easy to stop if you know what you are looking for. 
o Violent people will hurt you and hurt your chances of living a 

God-honoring life if you join in with them and their way of life. 
• Regardless of your age, you need to be asking yourself, “Where do I 

want to go in life? What are my goals? What do I want to be a part of?” 
• We all know stories of bright young people who had big plans for God 

but got mixed up in the wrong crowd and “shipwrecked” their lives. 
• As a pastor, I hear a fair amount of “confessions” from adults who live 

with the scars & regrets of wasting their younger years on bad company. 
• How do you escape the trap and avoid bad company? 

o Set your sights on living a God-honoring life and distance 
yourself from anyone who distracts you from that goal. 

o Realize that any goodness we may have is borrowed from God, through JC. 
• No parent is perfect, but an imperfect parent armed with Godly 

wisdom is far greater than a “perfect parent” without it. 


