
Loving Your Neighbor as Yourself 
Wise Up, Proverbs 3:1-35 

Introduction 
• A few years ago, pastor and author, Ray Ortlund shared the impact of 

his dad’s faith. His parents had given him a bible for his birthday during 
his senior year of HS. The Bible contained the following inscription: 
o “Bud, nothing could be greater than to have a son—a son who 

loves the Lord and walks with him. Your mother and I have 
found this Book our dearest treasure. We give it to you and 
doing so can give nothing greater. Be a student of the Bible 
and your life will be full of blessing. We love you. Dad” 

o While rereading the inscription fifty years later, Ortlund 
reflected, “It never occurred to me to think, ‘Dad doesn't 
really believe that. It's just religious talk.’ I knew he meant 
it, because I watched him live it. He was a student of the 
Bible, and his life was full of blessing, and I wanted what 
he had. What my dad said to me left a deep impression. It 
moved me then, and it moves me now.” 

• Maybe you've felt the impact of a father, or father-figure with a 
tangible and credible faith – maybe you haven’t? 

• God makes his Fatherly guidance and strength available to everyone 
– young & old - through the book of Proverbs. 
o In Proverbs 3 we find another fatherly talk – This one is about the 

connection between loving God and loving your neighbor as yourself. 
o Most parents want their kids to live in safety and security and the secret is 

to follow the set of instructions included at the beginning & end of this talk. 
• Taken together, they teach us that we must love God first if we 

are to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
o This chapter contains the often-quoted Prov. 3:5-6, but it also 

includes verses 7-10, and verse 27-35 wrapped around one of 
several personifications of wisdom. 

o This chapter explains why some people, especially fathers, have 
such an oversized impact with their faith. 

o This chapter also explains how you find safety & security with 
God and with the people around you. (v. 23-26). 
§ A biblical proverb is not a contract or a guarantee.  
§ It’s a general statement or observation about the way things 

work in the world – God’s world. 
 

Body 

I.  How do you love God? (v. 5-10). 
A.  Trust in God wholeheartedly (v. 5-6). 

1.  “Heart” is not just a reference to emotions, but to one’s total 
personality. (Emotions, intellect, and will). 

2.  Loving God means trusting him enough to follow his 
direction in all the areas of your life. 

3.  Have you ever been around a toddler at play? Nothing holds 
them back. They are a perfect picture of "wholehearted" living. 

B.  Prioritize God’s wisdom above your own (v. 7-8). 
1.  This isn't a call to pit your wisdom against God's wisdom but 

to let it inform your approach and way of life. 
2.  Several of the computer programs I use regularly "sync" with the 

cloud – including my email. When their conflict, I have to decide 
which version to keep & which to pitch. 

C.  Honor God with your wealth (v. 9-10). 
1.  Generous giving is the practical outworking of your love for God. 
2.  Generosity is a heart issue more than a financial issue. 
3.  In my experience, you can't out-give God. (see v. 10). 

II.  How do you love your neighbor? (v. 27-35). 
A.  Don’t hold out on the needy (v. 27-28). 

1.  Procrastination is a sign of a lack of love. 
2.  Whether it's paying someone who worked for you, helping someone 

in need or repaying your debts – don't wait to do the right thing.  
B.  Don’t hatch plans to hurt the innocent (v. 29-30). 

1.  Neighbors don’t have to live next to you, but today’s 
neighborhoods provide plenty of opportunities to be unloving.  

2.  I don’t have anything to complain about b/c I have great neighbors. I 
saw a security camera video online this wk where a guy tried to throw 
a brick through a car window & it bounded back & hit him in the face. 

C.  Don’t hanker for the “advantages” of a troublemaker (v. 31-35) 
1.  Last week we talked about avoiding the troublemakers. 
2.  You must also avoid the temptation to say, “If I could just….” 

(Tell her off, hit him over of the head with a frying pan, etc.) 
3.  The rest of this section highlights the disadvantages of the 

troublemaker – including the curse of God. 
 

Conclusion 

• You must love God so that you can love your neighbors as yourself. 
o There’s a reason JC put these 2 commands together in the NT (Mk 12). 
o There’s no other motivation that will withstand the ups & downs of life. 

• How would you rate your love for God? What about your neighbor? 
• This Father’s Day, I want you to take advantage of God’s Fatherly 

wisdom, even if you didn’t have a godly or faithful earthly father. 
• You can start your own legacy of faith by loving God and loving 

your neighbor well. 


