
Preparing for Eternity 
Wise Up, Proverbs 11:1-21 

Introduction 
• It’s been said many times, “Sow a thought and you reap an action; 

sow an act and you reap a habit; sow a habit and you reap a 
character; sow a character and you reap a destiny.” 

• That’s the approach that Solomon takes in the 2nd major section of the book.  
o The 1st major section is focused on fatherly wisdom for those 

who are about to go off on their own. 
o The 2nd major section includes a string of proverbs that 

distinguish the way of godly from the way of the godless.  
• Proverbs 11:1-21 stands out because of the moral clarity of the 1st verse. 

o Abomination means “something that causes horror or disgust.”  
o One of the reasons we've seen such a sharp rise in the “offense 

culture” is because we’ve stopped asking what offends God. 
§ If God is a myth and a legend, then his opinion is irrelevant. 
§ If God’s opinion is irrelevant, then everyone is entitled to their own 

opinion about everything & opportunities for hard feelings are endless. 
o In this very first verse, Solomon reminds us that God is real, and 

his opinion matters more than any other opinion on the planet. 
§ God hates fraud, pride, and deceit, especially when people 

take advantage of each other. 
§ The last 2 verses in this passage (v. 20 & 21), remind us that we will 

all be held accountable someday for the life that we have lived. 
• Solomon’s approach to preparing for the final judgment is different than 

we sometimes take, even as Bible-believing Christians. 
o That's why I think we all need to wise-up because it's not just 

Solomon's approach, its God's approach revealed in Holy Scripture. 
o Some people prepare themselves for the final judgment by focusing 

all of their energy on a 1-time decision: Are you for or against Jesus? 
§ The error in this thinking can be seen in the husband who 

told his wife, “Honey, I told you I loved you when I married 
you, and I’ll let you know if I change my mind.” 

§ Vacation travel is another example. It takes more than one right 
turn at the end of your driveway to make it to your destination, 
it takes a whole lot of right & left turns before you arrive safely.  

• According to God’s Word in this passage, your eternal destiny is 
determined one decision at a time. 
o But, all of the decisions that you and I will make in our lifetimes, there are 

2 types of decisions that will have the biggest impact on our eternal destiny. 
§ I want to unpack those 2 types of decisions with you this morning. 

§ I also want to address the discomfort you may feel regarding the 
doctrine we Baptists lovingly refer to as “eternal security.” 
• At its best, the doctrine describes God’s unshakable & 

unbreakable grace and mercy for us.  
• At its worst, the doctrine is used as an excuse for a lifetime of 

sinful and selfish behavior. 
 

Body 

I.  What You Do with Your Money (v. 1-8). 
A.  It’s not how much you have, but what you do with it that matters most. 

1.  Solomon was one of the richest people alive in his time, but 
in the end, he realized that it’s never enough (Ecc. 5:10). 

2.  You can’t buy your way into heaven with any amount of money. 
B.  There are two approaches to wealth here (righteousness/wicked) 

1.  Those who are fair, humble, and honest in their business 
dealings and those who are not. 

2.  Archeologists have found that some ancient merchants had 2 
sets of scales, 1 for buying and another for selling. 

3.  “Pride” refers to someone w/ an oversized sense of self-importance.  
4.  Those who try to “catch” others will be “caught” by their own cravings. 

C.  This extends from stealing all the way to generosity. I found an amazing 
story recently about a man in Brazil who developed "pathological 
generosity." Doctors discovered a strange case where a 49-year-old man 
identified as "Mr. A" who had a remarkable personality change after 
suffering a stroke. His physicians said that after the stroke affected the 
subcortical regions of the man's brain, he suddenly had an "excessive and 
persistent" urge to help others. He wouldn't stop giving money and gifts 
to people he barely knew. According to his wife, he would buy candy, 
soda, and food for kids he met on the street. He was also quit his job as a 
manager of a large corporation. When asked by researchers if he wanted 
to return to his job, Mr. A. claimed that he "saw death from close up" and 
he wanted to "be in high spirits" for the rest of his life.  

II.  What You Do with Your Mouth (v. 9-17). 
A.  The power of the spoken word is highlighted in the next section. 

1.  The godless don’t need their muscles, just their mouths to 
destroy their neighbors and their cities. 

2.  Conversely, the godly preserve their communities through 
restraint and keeping confidences. 

B.  The power of the spoken word can either build up/tear down our society. 
1.  Public officials should listen to the wise counsel of others as 

they make decisions and craft public policy. 
2.  Personal friends should careful & cautious, so they don’t get 

pulled into an unwise or dangerous situation.  



3.  The problem is we have reversed things in our culture. 
a.  Publicly, our elected officials are too careful, focusing more on the 

party line & getting re-elected than open discussion & dialogue.  
b.  Personally, people are not careful enough about sharing 

their opinion or joining a cause. #whatever 
C.  The benefits of gracious and merciful speech are listed in vs. 17-18. 
D.  Back in 1995, the launch of the space shuttle Discovery was delayed 

several weeks - not by technical difficulties or lack of government 
funding, but by woodpeckers. Yellow-shafted flicker woodpeckers 
destroyed the foam insulation on the shuttle's large orange fuel tanks. 
1.  That foam is critical to the shuttle's performance. Without it, ice 

forms on the tank that can damage the complicated spacecraft. 
2.  Sometimes relationships & communities are damaged by “big” 

things (assault or abuse), but more often they are damaged by “little” 
things like criticism, gossip, and slander. Like woodpeckers, we 
peck away at each other. (The power of the tongue, Ja. 3:5) 

 

Conclusion 

• Why do these 2 types of decisions have such a big impact on our eternal destiny? 
o Because they reveal the state of our soul and our relationship with God. 
o Vs. 18-21 zoom out from the day to day decisions of focus on eternity. 

§ The wicked earn a deceptive reward – death & separation from God. 
§ The righteous receive a different reward – eternal life in God’s presence. 

o While these categories seem simple enough, the NT teaches us that we 
can’t become righteous before God on our own or in our own power. 
§ “There is no one righteous, not even one” (Romans 3:10). 
§ “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21) 
• As much as we need to decide if we are for or against JC, we need to 

let Jesus show in an increasing way in our lives. 
• The words righteous/wicked or godly/ungodly aren’t subjective 

dreams, they are objective descriptions of God’s ongoing work in our 
lives as he prepares us for an eternity with him. 
o The righteous use their money and their mouths for the good 

of others and the glory of God. 
o The wicked use their wealth & their words to meet their own 

selfish goals. 
• Which best describes you? 
• What thought, action or habit did you sow last week, that if 

unchanged will reap an awful destiny? 
• Have you traded your unrighteous for the righteousness of Christ by faith? 
• You and I have an opportunity to invest in our eternal destiny every time 

we open our mouths or spend our money – I hope you’re choosing wisely. 


