
Fit to Govern 
Wise Up, Proverbs 28:1-12 

Introduction 

• Hezekiah is one of the lesser known kings of ancient Judah. 
o Not be confuse with AHAB, his father, AHAZ, was one of the 

most wicked kings in Judah. 
o Hezekiah brought about sweeping changes when he took the 

throne at 25 years of age (2 Kings 18-20) 
§ He stood up to Assyria, one the world’s superpowers. 
§ He reopened the temple in Jerusalem & removed all of the idols. 
§ He even invited the tribes of Northern Israel to join in the 

celebration of the Passover. 
o Judah experienced 2 supernatural events during Hezekiah’s reign. 

§ Hezekiah was miraculous healed from a fatal illness. 
§ Jerusalem was rescued from annihilation when the angel of 

the Lord killed 185,000 Assyrian warriors in 1 night.  
o Judah was eventually defeated and taken into exile by the Babylonians, 

but they experienced God’s mercy and grace during Hezekiah’s reign. 
o One of the things that Hezekiah did when he cleaned out the temple 

was compiled and preserved some of Solomon’s lost proverbs.   
§ Those proverbs became Proverbs chapter 25-29. 
§ They cover lots of topics, including who is fit govern God’s people. 
§ Leading change is difficult, even for king.  

• I wonder if they talked about Prov. 28 during Hezekiah’s reforms? 
• Some Israelites where eager for Hezekiah changes, but 

others may have complained, “Who does he think he is?” 
• When I read about the turmoil & unrest of Judah’s final years in 2 

Kings, I can’t help but to see some similarities to our current 
situation as a nation. (I’m not a prophet, just a pastor and a preacher). 
o We both have a historic connection to God & His written Word. 
o We both increasingly divided over small and smaller issue. 
o We both are confronted with the worry that our best days are behind us. 

• We are 72 days away from electing our next president. 
• The COVID crisis and racial injustice has been like a pressure 

cooker, exposing the cracks in our local, state, and national unity. 
• Before you take this message as a ringing endorsement of your favorite 

political party, or tune me out as a narrow-minded fundamentalist – ask 
yourself this, what does God’s Word say about who is fit to govern? 
o Proverbs 28 contains 2 qualifications about who is fit to lead 

others, manage our collective resources, and craft public policy.  
o You be the judge if these should be added to some of the other 

qualifications we look for in a public servant.   
 

Body 

I.  Those who pay attention to God’s Word. 
A.  Monarchs, elected officials, & legislators operate in relation to the law. 

1.  Some operate above the law & some operate within the law. 
2.  In this passage and in Proverbs, the law is “torah.” 

a.  Torah represents the wisdom teaching of Scripture, but it also 
represents the covenant instructions of Moses in GELND. 

b.  The “law” mentioned in v. 4-10 is inseparable from God’s Word. 
B.  Notice the flow and logic of these proverbs. 

1.  Those who forget the law, distort justice (v. 4-5). 
2.  Those who keep the law are wise (v. 6-8). 
3.  Those who ignore the law, leads others astray (v. 9-10). 

C.  Even though laws change some from time to time and from 
culture to culture, they are all remarkably similar. We all 
recognize that murder and stealing are wrong. 
1.  The Bible may have some parts that are a more difficult than 

others to interpret, but it clearly teaches the value of human life, 
the dignity of private property, & the importance of the family. 

2.  The people in our country hasn’t always gotten things right (slavery), 
but that doesn’t erase the values & principles we were founded on. 

D.  My oldest son, Gavin, & I did some backpacking recently on the Sheltowee 
Trace trail that runs through Moorhead. Even though the trail was well-marked, 
we were extra careful to stay on the trail. We paid attention to some of the 
landmarks we came across to make sure were heading in the right direction. 
Ignoring the landmarks & reference points is a great way to get lost.  

II.  Those who protect the poor and powerless. 
A.  Verse 3 is translated 2 different ways: “poor man” / “wicked ruler.” 

1.  The Hebrew term for “poor” is similar to the term for “head.” 
2.  The Septuagint, the Gk version of the OT lists “wicked man.” 
3.  While it is possible for the poor to oppress the poor, it seems more 

likely that his verse is talking about a powerful ruler oppressing the 
poor like a driving rain that destroys a field of crops. 

B.  Notice the flow and logic of these proverbs. 
1.  It’s better to be poor and honest, than corrupt and rich (v. 6). 
2.  Those who are greedy for power & money will lose both (v. 8). 
3.  The poor person sees things more clearly than the rich person (v. 11). 

C.  V. 12, puts these verses in the context of public policy & government. 
1.  There’s reason to rejoice when good officials come to power. 
2.  When bad officials come to power, everyone runs for cover. 
3.  The officials described here aren’t described by their 

position on issues or their political party, but by their 
morality & character. 

 



Conclusion 

• The rest of the chapter descries the unfortunate results of what 
happens when those who are not fit to govern step into power. 

• There are 3 objections that come up today whenever someone 
talks about the intersection of religion and politics. 
o “You can’t legislate morality!” 

§ The government has a duty to protect the public & the public interest. 
§ Everything that is wrong or immoral doesn’t need to be 

punished by a law (lying to your parents vs. lying under oath) 
§ Laws are based in some form of morality, so in the end, you 

can’t escape it. In fact you can and you should legislate 
morality, you just have to pick one. 

o “We have a separation between church and state.” 
§ For many years, there were state sponsored churches that ran 

on tax money. Our forefathers wanted to change that. 
§ We have freedom of religion, not freedom from religion. 

o “A politician’s personal life has nothing to do with his or her 
public life.” 
§ People, even politicians, have a certain right to privacy.  
§ But the way you conduct yourself in private is one of the 

greatest measures of integrity & character – yes it matters! 
• Like some Hezekiah’s critics, we could just sit back and complain about 

how great things used to be & about how messed up they are now. 
• Like some Hezekiah’s supporters, we could dismiss any positive 

developments as temporary delays on the way to inevitable judgment. 
• I think this passage calls for a more positive and proactive response. 

o Pray for our elected officials and pray about running for office 
§ We did today and we must continue 
§ If everyone who claims Christ or believes in the bible leaves 

public service, who will lead us? 
o Participate in the democratic process 

§ We have the right to vote 
§ We have a right to free speech (speak in truth & love) 

o Promote Biblical values and compassion 
§ We must practice what we preach 
§ Look for opportunities to explain things from a Christ-

centered perspective. 


