
The Power of Words 
Wise Up, Proverbs 17:27-18:8 

Introduction 

• Cursing, cussing, & profanity are on the rise these days - but is it a big deal? 
o It’s harder and harder to find T.V. shows, movies, and even 

social media that are not riddled with bad words. 
o I’ve heard it more in the pick-up lines at school & in the aisles in Walmart. 
o A few years ago, popular pastor Mark Driscoll was given the nickname, 

“the cussing pastor” because of his harsh language & off-color humor. 
• Swearing is on the rise, but does it matter? And more importantly, 

does it matter to God? 
o In the 3rd Commandment, we are told not to take the Lord's name 

in vain. That is, we must not take big important realities like 
God, damnation, or heaven and hell and trivialize them.  

o In 1 Cor. 13:5 we learn that love does not act unbecomingly 
(rude). In every culture, there has always been a category of 
words that are considered rude, crass, or off-color. 

o In Eph. 5:4 we see that we should not engage in filthy or silly 
talk, or crude joking (ESV). Instead, we should only use words 
that good for others and give them grace (Eph. 4:29). 

• Another reason is that words have power. 
o The book of Proverbs rests on the assumption that words have 

power and should be handled carefully. 
o In Proverbs 17:27-18:8 we learn that a wise person realizes the power 

of words and a fool throws his or her words around carelessly. 
• These verses go together even though they are divided by the chapter marker. 

o The words are inspired by God, but the chapter and verse 
divisions were added later for “navigation.” 

o The passage contains 3 parallel proverbs about the power of words on 3 
different kinds of people, arranged in a pattern (A, B, C, B, C. A). 

o It also contains 4 add-on proverbs about the power of words. 
• Before you discount the power of words – either good words or bad words 

– think about how much of your life is shaped by words of the past.  
o You are here on this earth, for the most part, because at one time 

your father asked your mother, “Will you marry me?” 
o Those of you who are out of school had someone attach 

“gradate” to your name somewhere along the line. 
o You may have a job because someone said, "You're hired," and 

you are unemployed because someone said, "You're fired." 
• Whether written down or spoken, we have all felt the rush of 

complement and we have all felt the sting of a putdown. 
• Words do 2 things with their power in this passage (Read passage & pray) 

Body 

I.  Words communicate information, but they also reveal character 
(17:27-18:4). 
A.  A wise person limits her response until she has something 

“refreshing” to say. (17:27, 18:4) 
1.  Insightful words are supported by a cool temper. 
2.  Fountains are hard to come by in the desert, so they are 

especially refreshing. 
a.  I’m captivated by the idea of refreshing speech. 
b.  How can some conversations seem to go by so quickly 

while others seem to last way too long? 
B.  A foolish person would rather speak his mind than listen to 

someone else. (17:28, 18:2). 
1.  Silence & restrain can also be used to cover up one’s ignorance. 
2.  But a fool just can’t help himself – he has to speak up. 
3.  Abraham Lincoln is credited with a saying that’s based on 

these verses, “It’s better to be silent and thought a fool than 
to open your mouth and remove all doubt.” 

C.  A divisive person stirs up strife everywhere they go. (18:1, 3) 
1.  A divisive person is pictured 3 ways here as: 

a.  A selfish person who is always looking for a fight. 
b.  Someone who rails against sound policy. 
c.  Someone who is offensive in his words and behavior. 

2.  One of the most memorable characters in the Peanuts comic 
strip is Pig-pen, a young man surrounded by a cloud of dust, 
dirt wherever he goes. Some people attract “drama” like Pig-
Pen attracts dirt. 

D.  In each of these cases, it is the words that people use that assigns 
them to a category of character: wise, foolish, or divisive. 

 
II.  Words create real-world results (18:5-8). 

A.  Words seem so harmless, but they aren’t.  
1.  Words are here one minute and then they’re gone.  
2.  They go in one ear and out the other.  

B.  Here are 4 ways that words can produce undesirable results. 
1.  They can distort justice (v. 5). 
2.  They can divide friends (v. 6). 
3.  They can destroy a life (v. 7). 
4.  They can damage a reputation (v. 8). 

C.  Words can have both positive and negative results, but they are real none 
the less. Words are like seeds hidden in the ground. They may be small 
& invisible for a season, but in the end, they will produce a real plant. 

 



Conclusion 

• Did you know that it takes the cooperation of 72 different muscles to 
produce speech? On average 16,000 words come out of your mouth 
every day. That adds up to a whopping 860.3 million words in the 
average American lifetime. What do all the nouns, verbs, adjectives, 
and sentences say about your life and the condition of your heart? 

• A wise person realizes the power of words – especially the Word of God. 
o Rom. 10:9-13 outlines the most important message in the Bible. 

§ You can be saved if you believe and confess the gospel of JC. 
§ It doesn’t matter your background – all sinners can call out 

to God for salvation. 
o Heaven and hell aren’t just synonyms for having a good or a bad 

time – they are eternal destinations for those who choose to trust 
Jesus Christ or not. 

o Jesus isn’t a word we use to “spice up” our language, He is the 
sinless Son of God who died for your sins. 

• The beginning of a wise life is to confess Jesus Christ as the one who 
has saved you from your sins.  

• The balance of wise life is to let your Jesus Christ mold and shape your 
character so the right words, refreshing words, come out of your mouth.  

• Let’s go all the way back to the beginning of this message and apply the 
principles about cursing, cussing, and profanity to all our speech. And 
before you and I open our mouths we need ask these 3 questions: 
o Does it trivialize something that is important to God? 
o Does it communicate love? 
o Does it build others up? 

• God’s Word says in Ephesians 4:29, “Let no unwholesome word 
proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good 
for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will 
give grace to those who hear.” 


