
Methods and the Message  
Living in Light of Christ’s Return, 1 Thess. 2:1-12 

Introduction 

• One of Charles Dickens’ more popular novels is A Tale of Two Cities. 
Today, I’d like to tell you the tale of 2 ministers. 
o Superior Steve was a gifted minister in high demand. His sermons were 

colorful and exciting. He preached at a lot of conferences and revivals 
when he was not preaching at his church, where he was well-loved. 
Superior Steve believed in the power of hard work and ingenuity. He 
enjoyed sharing his approach to ministry with other church leaders and 
many of them tried to copy his success. He had a magnetic personality 
and always knew how to light up a room. Steve seemed destined for 
success as an ambition, determined, and up-and-coming minister. 

o Servant Sam traveled some too, but it was usually after a season of 
careful prayer. Servant Sam was a passionate preacher who never 
seemed to waver from the same basic Gospel message. He was 
with his people often but was rarely in the spotlight. He preferred 
to empower and encourage others than to lead by himself. Sam 
was caring, but he was also full of conviction. He reminded his 
people to focus on the grace and goodness of God. 

• Superior Steve and Servant Sam are not real people, but they are 
portraits of two approaches to ministry. 

• In 1 Thessalonians 2, the Apostle Paul describes his own approach to ministry. 
o Paul & his associates were forced to leave town just a few short weeks. 
o Paul’s critics in the community were able to say all kinds of things about 

him since he wasn’t there to defend himself. 
o Paul may have had some critics in the church as well that claimed 

that he didn’t really care about them since he left to face 
persecution without him. 

• Paul wanted to empower the Thessalonians by reminder them of his example. 
o His ministry wasn’t effective because he was an apostle, his 

message was effective because it lined up with his message. 
o The same is true today. In order for our ministry to be effective, 

our methods must match our message.  
• In 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12, Paul lays out 4 components of ministry 

modeled after his own experience in Thessalonica. 
o If we utilize these components in our personal ministry and 

collective ministries for Jesus Christ, we will experience the power 
and movement of God is a great way. 

o We will also make the most of our time while we wait. 
§ The Thess. were waiting for Paul to return & JC to rescue them. 
§ They were waiting & we are waiting for a reason – to share the G. 

 

Body 

I.  THE MAP OF MINISTRY; WHEREVER GOD LEADS (v. 1-2) 
A.  Verses 2 mentions the suffering & mistreatment they received in Philippi. 

1.  Acts 16:6-10 describes how God lead Paul to Macedonia and 
the city of Thessalonica. 

2.  Even though things were difficult, Paul was right were God 
wanted him to be. 

B.  Psalm 23 describes God’s care and his leadership for his sheep. The 
includes green pastures and quiet waters, but it also includes the valley of 
the shadow of death. Both are stops along the way to following Jesus. 

II.  THE MOTIVE OF MINISTRY: ALL TO THE GLORY OF GOD (v. 3-6) 
A.  Patrons and clients were a common part of Roman society. 

1.  The rich patrons provided the money and the resources. 
2.  The clients provided the loyalty and the support. 

B.  Paul was clear about his motivations. 
1.  He was not a client looking for patrons to sponsor him. 
2.  He wanted to please God alone, who examines the heart. 

C.  A. W. Tozer once said, “God is looking for men in whose hands his 
glory is safe.” When God does something amazing among us like save 
soul or transform a church, we must not claim the glory for ourselves. 

III.  THE MANNER OF MINSTRY: WITH A GOSPEL-CENTERED 
AFFECTION (v. 7-9) 
A.  Paul didn’t manipulate or force the Thessalonians to respond to the 

Gospel message. 
1.  He was gentle & kind, like mother caring for her nursing baby. 
2.  Our family has been looking at a lot of family pictures and videos 

lately. The kids have especially enjoyed seeing each other as 
newborns. See these pictures & videos has reminded me of how 
fragile infants are and how they need to be handled carefully. 

B.  Paul was so moved he wanted to invest his life in the Thessalonians. 
C.  Paul worked on the side to support himself so finances wouldn’t 

be a distraction to message he wanted to preach. 
IV.  THE MASTER OF MINISTRY: WITH GOD’S AUTHORITY (v. 10-12) 

A.  Paul was a kind minister, but he wasn’t soft – he balanced the 
tenderness of mother with the strength of a father. 
1.  He exhorted, encouraged, and implored the Thessalonians. 
2.  He did so like a father, but also with the authority of the 

Heavenly Father.. 
B.  Gospel ministry has goal: to trust JC as your Lord and Savior and 

to walk worthy of His kingdom and glory.(v. 12) 
C.  A good minister is like a good coach, who’s love for the game & his 

players drives him to teach & develop them; not just to play, but to win. 
 



Conclusion 

• Hardship, trouble, and difficulty can make you turn inward so that you 
only focus on yourself.  
o I think that’s a big part of our countries struggles right now. 
o But pandemic or not, we still have to share the Gospel and pursue 

Gospel ministry – the Great Commission hasn’t gone away. 
• I believe the message we all need to hear right now is that in order 

for our ministry to be effective, our methods must match our 
message. 
o Whether you are minister from home, or at home, or you are out in 

the community and at church. 
o We need to be united around the Gospel of Jesus Christ and God’s 

plan to save the world (Love, Learn, Share, and Serve). 
• I want you to apply today’s message to your life, not jus agree with it, 

so here are 2 areas to focus on as we close. 
o Does the “message” of your life match the message that you believe? 

§ Are you practicing what you preach? 
§ As you work to match them up, start with your map, motives, 

manner, or the master. 
o Have you personally responded to the message of Gospel? 

§ The Gospel is just as real as heaven and hell. 
§ God promises to save anyone who calls out to him in faith. 
§ I want to give you an opportunity to respond today, right 

where you are at-home or here in person. 
• Weather it’s the Pony Express or the modern-day mail service, we put 

lot of trust in the people who deliver our important messages. 
Likewise, we have been entrusted with message of eternal significance 
– and we must live life accordingly. 


