
Reasons for Concern 
Living in Light of Christ’s Return, 1 Thess. 2:17-3:8 

Introduction 

• You are familiar with the saying, “Out of sight, out of mind?” I bet 
whoever invented that saying never had a spider disappear in their 
bedroom. Have you ever had that happen? It’s hard to sleep, right? 

• At the same time, it’s easy to walk from one room into another to get 
something and forget what you are after. 

• Our attention seems pulled in so many directions these days that it’s 
hard to stay focused on our priorities, even if they are good priorities. 

• Privacy is another thing that gets in the way. We assume that other 
people don’t want to know what is going on with us, or we think they 
don’t have a right to know so we push them away. 

• Some relationships are broken by painful experiences. (We refuse to forgive) 
• Paul and his missionary team were separated from the believers in 

Thessalonica, but he didn’t forget about them – far from it. 
o In 1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:6, we read about Paul’s intense concern 

for the fledgling church that he has just planted. (Read passage) 
o These heart-felt words are important today, because as Christian brothers 

& sisters, we should be concerned with the spiritual welfare of others. 
• “Social-distancing” is a poorly named concept; “physical-” or “spatial-distancing” 

is much better. We might need to keep our distance for a while, but that doesn’t 
mean we should become distant from one another, especially in the church.  

• This morning, I want you to see three reasons why we all should 
be concerned for the spiritual welfare of others. 

 

Body 

I.  The proof of our gospel impact is the people we leave behind. (2:17-20) 
A.  Paul and his team tried to return to Thessalonica multiple time, but 

Satan blocked the way. (how?) 
1.  It could have been through some kind of sickness? 
2.  It could have been through Paul’s “thorn in the flesh?” (2 Cor. 12:7) 
3.  It could have been through the same political pressure that got 

him kicked out in the first place? 
B.  In the short-run, Paul was motivated by the situation in Thessalonica, 

but in the long-run, he was motived by the 2nd coming of JC. 
1.  The “crown of exultation” is the wreath placed on the head of 

a military leader or an athlete to signify their victory. 
2.  Paul is anticipating the final judgment when believers will be 

judged for their faithfulness and service to Christ.  
C.  I’ve seen a few hearses in my day, but I’ve never seen one with a hitch 

on the back. That’s because you can’t you can’t any of your earthly 

possessions with you to heaven – but you can take people. You will 
spend eternity with all the people you’ve impacted with the gospel.   

D.  May we all be motived by the Master’s words in the Parable of the 
Talents, who said, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” (Matt. 25:21) 

II.  Satan is trying to tempt them and tear them down. (3:1-5) 
A.  When Paul finally sent Timothy in his place. 

1.  He sent Timothy to strengthen & encourage them. 
2.  He sent Timothy to remind them of their destiny in Christ. 
3.  He sent Timothy to bring back word of their situation. 

B.  Paul knew that just as Satan had opposed his return to 
Thessalonica, he was also working tear them down. 
1.  “Tempting” has the idea of testing to find a weak spot. 
2.  Recently, we noticed a swarm of hornet’s nest in corner of our roof 

line. As I’ve been coming up with a plan to kill them, I’ve notice 
how active they are. They are ALWAYS buzzing around looking 
around for food & a way into our home –searching for a weak spot.  

C.  Ephesians 4:26-27 warns believers against giving Satan an 
“opportunity” or a “foothold” in their lives. 

III.  God preserves us, but we must persevere. (3:6-8) 
A.  The Thessalonians faced persecution and affliction. 

1.  Their distress was tied directly to their faith in JC. 
2.  JC promised, “If they persecuted me, they will persecute (Jn. 15:20). 

B.  Even though Paul celebrated the faith and receptivity of the Thessalonian 
believers, he was eager for them to “stand firm in the Lord.” 
1.  God provides all the spiritual resources necessary for His 

children to be faithful here on this earth. 
2.  But God’s children must apply those resources to maintain 

their relationship with Christ. (obedience, prayer, holiness) 
C.  It’s not enough to know your car needs gas, you’ve got to fill it up! 
D.  You can take great comfort knowing JC will love u to the end (Jn. 13:1. 

 

Conclusion 

• The basis for all sin is selfishness and self-centeredness, but the basis 
for the Gospel is selflessness and sacrifice. 
o When we demand our own way, we sin against God, others, & ourselves  
o Even believers struggle with sin & selfishness (If we say…1 Jn 1:8) 

• There are 3 reasons to be concerned for spiritual welfare of others. 
• We can’t afford to give into the indifference of “out of sight, out of mind.” 
• There are 3 groups of people right now that need our prayerful/active concern: 

o Hurting people: those who are w/o help & hope b/c they’re w/o JC 
o Wandering sheep: those who’ve made a prof. of faith/com. to church 
o Struggling churches: “lighthouse” who has lost their ability to shine 

• What will you do to strengthen/encourage someone in one these groups this week? 


