
The Word of God Versus the Word of Men 
Living in Light of Christ’s Return, 1 Thess. 2:13-16 

Introduction 

• Eight years ago this summer, Southern Baptists met in New Orleans for the great-
big family reunion we call the Southern Baptist Convention. During the meeting, 
the Rev. Fred Luter was elected as the denomination’s first African-American 
president. During that same meeting, there was much debate about adopting “Great 
Commission” as an “unofficial, alternate descriptor” of the Convention. The name 
“Great Commission Baptists” would move us away from a regional identification 
& closer to the reason we cooperate in the first place – to complete the Great 
Commission. This next summer, Southern Baptists are meeting again, this time in 
Nashville under the theme “We are Great Commission Baptists.” 

• If you have been in church for any length of time (especially an SBC church) 
you may know that the Great Commission is found in Matt. 28:19-20. 
o The Great Commission is Christ’s command to make disciples on his 

behalf by sharing the Gospel, baptizing believers, & teaching them all that 
he taught, all over the world. 

o But did you know the GC is also found in Mark, Luke, John, & Acts?  
o And echoes of the Great Commission are found throughout the 

book of Acts, including in Acts 16:1-13? 
§ While on a mission trip in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey), Paul 

made plans to turn north, but he was not permitted by the HS. 
§ God redirected Paul to where He wanted him to go with a vision. 
§ Paul saw a man who was obviously from the Roman Province 

of Macedonia who said, “Come over and help us.” 
§ When Paul arrived in Macedonia, he traveled first to Philippi, 

and then to Thessalonica. 
• Implied throughout these missionary texts is an urgent invitation to 

accept the Gospel as the Word of God. (read 1 Thess. 2:13-20) 
o If the Gospel is God’s Word, it is originally from God. 
o If the Gospel is from God, then it’s reliable and trustworthy. 
o If the Gospel is reliable, then it’s authoritative & needs to be obeyed. 

• How do you know if you or someone you know has accepted the 
Gospel as the Word of God? 
o Paul praised God for the way the Thessalonians believed the Word 

of God as the Word of God, not as idea, theory, or philosophy. 
o Paul went on to list 3 key characteristics of someone who has 

accepted the Gospel as the Word of God. 
• In John 10, Jesus shared the parable of the Good Shepherd. He talked about the false 

authority of the hired hand & the danger of the thief. He concluded with this principle: 
“My sheep hear my voice & I know them, and they follow me.” (Jn. 10:27) 

• How do you know someone has accepted the Gospel as the Word of God? 
 

 

Body 

I.  GOD’S WORD PRODUCES CONTINUAL 
TRANSFORMATION IN YOU. (v. 13b) 
A.  Paul is nostalgic, remember the exciting times when the 

Thessalonians responded the Gospel and the church was born. 
B.  What about you? Can you remember the events that led up to the 

time when you gave your life to Jesus? (the revival of 19??) 
C.  Paul doesn’t stay stuck in the past, but he also rejoices in the 

present effects of God’s Word in the lives of the Thessalonians. 
1.  Received/accepted: AOR, performs/effectually work (NKJV): PRES 
2.  This is not a 1 times commitment, but an ongoing transformation. 

D.  See list of supplemental Scripture  
E.  One of the things I appreciate about our Discipleship Groups is the 

emphasis on application and transformation. Every day I am 
reading Scripture with a plan to Highlight, Explain, Apply, & 
Respond what I am reading. Every week I am sharing my insights 
with the men and my group and they are sharing with me. You 
can’t make disciples by baptizing people and forgetting them – 
you have to teach them how to put God’s Word into practice. 

II.  GOD’S WORD IGNITES A GROWING AFFECTION FOR THE 
CHURCH. (v. 14) 
A.  The church at Thessalonica was made up of both Jews & Gentiles. 

1.  They were united by their faith in Jesus even though they 
came from different religious and ethnic backgrounds. 

2.  They were also citizens of Thessalonica, a privilege not to be taken lightly. 
a.  They enjoyed political stability and economic opportunity. 
b.  They also enjoyed the favor of the Roman emperor, as 

long as they worshipped him as a deity. 
B.  The believers in Thessalonica came under tremendous pressure 

from their “own countrymen.” 
1.  Instead of being identified with their friends, families, and neighbors, 

they identified with the churches of God in & around Jerusalem. 
2.  They endured intense suffering like the OT prophets, Jesus, & Paul 

and his associates had before them (threats/intimidation, Acts 17) 
C.  The church is God’s plan “A” for spreading the gospel & there is no plan “B.” 
D.  Yesterday, Allie Beason & Tyler Ballard became husband & wife. 

It was neat to hear the speeches and see the interaction as Allie & 
Tyler not only started their own family but intertwined their 
extended families. Tyler’s family seems to love Allie and vice 
versa. It reminds of the spiritual truth that the church is the 
Christ’s bride & if you love Jesus, you will also love his bride, 
even with all her faults. (Eph. 5:25-27) 



III.  GOD’S WORD STRENGTHENS YOUR RESOLVE IN TIMES 
OF TROUBLE. (v. 15-16) 
A.  The Thessalonians persecution like we have not seen – yet. 

1.  They were intimidated and Paul was run out of town. 
2.  They even followed Paul to the next town and kept him from 

the spread of the message of salvation there as well. 
B.  Even though it looked like their opponents had won, Paul 

encouraged the Thessalonians with these spiritual principles. 
1.  Their behavior was sinful, and it didn’t go unnoticed. 
2.  They would face judgment and it would be inescapable. 

C.  As believers, we all face difficulties, whether its outright persecution, 
discouragement, or doubt, but GW gives us the power to persevere. (2 Th. 3:3) 

D.  One of the places families enjoy visiting is the zoo. There are all kinds of 
animals to see in the zoo – big animals,  small animals, colorful animals, & 
camouflaged animals. There are soft and cuddly animals as the zoo, but there 
are also dangerous animals. How can parents justify the risk of approaching a 
polar bear, or silverback gorilla up close with their precious children? The 
bulletproof glass barriers & the fences make all the difference in the world. 

 
Conclusion 

• The great tragedy of our time, is we have unprecedented access to 
God’s Word and the life-changing message of the Gospel, but 
Biblical-illiteracy and unbelief are skyrocketing. 
o The whole Bible has been translated into 698 languages, and the New 

Testament has been translated into an additional 1,548 language. 
o You can carry a whole library of Bible translations and other 

resources around in your pocket via your smartphone. 
o Social media is flooded with churches large and small that are 

broadcasting their Biblical teaching and worship. 
• There has never been a better time to accept the Gospel as the Word of God. 
• We can celebrate and savor the 3 key characteristics of someone who has 

accepted the Gospel as the Word of God, but the sad truth is that there are 
still so many who have not accepted it yet. Here are 3 reasons why: 
o You think you already have: You think that knowing about Jesus 

is the same thing as trusting in Him. You see the Bible is textbook 
own rather than a guidebook for life. 

o You are afraid of what it will cost you: You already know that your life 
will have to change if you accept JC as your Savior – and you don’t want 
to give us up your friends, your fun, or you’re your direction in life. 

o You think you know better: You’ve heard the conspiracy theories about how 
made up, or that science better, but you’ve never investigated it for yourself. 

• Accepting the G as the GW is the greatest decision you’ll ever make in your life. 


