
Ready and Waiting 
Living in Light of Christ’s Return, 1 Thess. 5:1-11 

Introduction 

• On a balmy Saturday morning in January in 2018, an alert warning of 
nuclear doom was accidently sent to millions of people across the state 
of Hawaii: "BALLISTIC MISSILE THREAT INBOUND TO 
HAWAII. SEEK IMMEDIATE SHELTER. THIS IS NOT A DRILL." 
o Those were the words that flashed on cell phones & televisions screens across 

the state, the result of selected the wrong option in a text-based dropdown 
menu by an employee of the HI Emergency Management Agency. 

o It took an agonizing 38 minutes to send out a correction while residents 
& tourists tracked the disaster in real-time on social media. 

o The employee who made the mistake gave a heartfelt apology, but the 
blunder brings up the question, what if the threat had been real? 

• According the Bible, the end of the world can come at any time 
o Will you be ready?  
o What would you do if you had just a few moments left?  
o In times of calamity, to who can you run to? 

• The letters of 1st & 2nd Thessalonians were written to a group of 
believers who understood that Jesus could return at any moment. 
o The 1st half of the 1st letter was written to encourage the Thessalonians. 
o The 2nd half of the letter was written to answer their questions. 

§ One of those questions was about the fate of those who died 
before the 2nd coming of Christ. 

§ Another question was about the timing of Christ’s 2nd coming. 
o Paul side stepped the question of when and answer the question of 

how Jesus would return instead. (Read v. 1-3, 11) 
§ “Like a thief in the night” – suddenly and unexpected 
§ “Like a woman in labor” – inescapably and unavoidably 

o The explanation of how Jesus would return flows naturally into 
how believers should live in light of that return. 
§ Unbelievers will be surprised and caught off guard by Christ’s 

second coming because they don’t believe in Him. 
§ Believers should be ready and waiting as they watch for 

the second coming of Christ. 
• There’s no greater picture of “ready and waiting” then Ginger, my golden 

retriever. She never has anything better to do than to spend time with me. 
Every time I come home; she is standing at the door to greet me. Every time 
I mention her name, even in anger, she comes running. While was finishing 
up this sermon at home on Fri. morning, she was right at my feet. 

• Persistence is key in the Christian life, so here are 2 things we should 
be doing while we are watching for Christ’s return. 

 

Body 

I.  We should wait for the darkness be lifted. (v. 4-7) 
A.  The Day of the Lord will reveal our nature. (v. 4-5) 

1.  There are two types of people in the world. 
a.  Son and daughters of the night or the darkness. 
b.  Sons and daughters of the day or the light. 

2.  The Day of the Lord is the time when God will appear & 
judge everyone in relation to their faith. (Rev. 20:11-15) 
a.  Children of the light will be judged “in Christ.” 
b.  Children of darkness will be judged according to their deeds. 

B.  The Day of the Lord will reveal our actions (v. 6-7) 
1.  We should be “alert” while we wait (awake and watchful) 
2.  According the APD officers, there is a noticeable difference in 

the behavior they deal w/ at night compared to during the day. 
3.  Our actions flow from our spiritual nature, and the Day of the 

Lord will expose them for what they are with no excuses. 
C.  Next Sat. night we will gain an hour as we set our clocks from daylight 

savings time back to standard time. Daylight is more productive than 
darkness (supposedly), so we set our clocks ahead to take advantage of it. 

II.  We should be ready for conflict (v. 8-10) 
A.  We should be ready for conflict in the spiritual realm. 

1.  We should be “sober” while we are ready (self-controlled, prepared) 
2.  When are aligned with JC we will be opposed by Satan. 
3.  We must put on the armor of Christ’s character (faith, hope, love) 

B.  We should be ready for conflict in our schedules. 
1.  For the follower of Christ, the future is more important than the present. 
2.  Will this help me prepare for Christ’s coming? Will this 

matter if Jesus comings back while I’m doing it? 
C.  We should be ready for conflict within ourselves. 

1.  In verse 10, “sleep” cannot mean death, it can only mean 
spiritual drowsiness and apathy. 

2.  We should fight the tendency to fall asleep, but we should be 
grateful that our salvation does not depend on our performance. 

D.  Jake Day is one of the sem. stu I am working with & the YP at Wildwood BC. 
His wife, Rachel, gave birth to a baby named Kinsley on this past week. Babies 
are blessings, but they also bring a considerable amount of conflict into a fam. 

 

Conclusion 

• Believers should be ready and waiting as they watch for the second 
coming of Christ (how can we stay sharp? read verse 11) 
o Don’t just know the right thing to do, do it!  
o Help each other stay ready and waiting 

• Unbelievers - realize the precarious situation you are in! 


