
Kingdom Covenant 
Life in God’s Kingdom (Matthew 5:21-32) 

Introduction 

• Sarah and I met in college, but it wasn’t love at first sight. We were first 
introduced by a mutual friend in the cafeteria at breakfast. It was nice, but 
either one of us pursued anything. But later in the school year, she came 
into the store where I worked to shop, and she caught my eye. I gave her 
the best customer service ever that evening and I think she liked it. Soon 
after Cedarville held what they call TWIRP week (the woman is required 
to pay) – and she asked me out. I had to decline because of work, but I 
made sure that we went out very quickly after that. After the semester 
moved along, we spent more and more time together until it was time to 
DTR. I don’t know if that acronym is still in use, but it means “define the 
relationship.” Were we just friends or a couple? 

• In some ways, the Sermon on the Mount is a DTR conversation. 
o In the OT, the Lord established a covenant relationship with the 

nation of Israel through the Mosaic Law.  
o In Jeremiah 31:31-34, the prophet predicted a time would come 

when God would establish a new covenant with His people that was 
written on hearts, not on tablets or scrolls.   

• A covenant is a formal way of defining a relationship between two parties. 
o It is usually initiated by the more powerful party in the relationship. 
o It includes a history of their relationship, a list of expectations, as 

well as the blessings and curses associated with the covenant. 
• As Jesus announced the arrival of God’s kingdom, he also indicated that it 

was time for the new covenant to begin with God's people. 
o That's how Jesus could speak so authoritatively because He would 

inaugurate the new covenant through His sacrifice on the cross (Matt. 26:28) 
o That’s how Jesus could call His follower to a greater righteousness than 

the scribes & the Pharisees (v. 20). 
• Beginning in verse 21, Jesus defines our relationship with God in 6 key areas. 

o In each case, He quotes from some aspect of the OT Law.  
o In essence, he is explaining what it means to live a godly life 

according to the new kingdom covenant. 
o We will focus on 2 areas over the next 3 weeks until we’ve covered them all. 

• Please stand with me as I read Matthew 5:21-32, 48, and lead us in prayer. 
o According to Jesus, godly living is avoiding sinful actions as well 

as the sinful attitudes that lead to those actions. 
o As you can tell, we are dealing with some sensitive subjects today, 

so parents and grandparents may want to take advantage of our 
Bible Explorers ministry for their elementary-age children. 

o My goal today is to help you live a godly life and to provide solutions 
to the common pitfalls that plague us. 

 

Body 

I.  You can’t commit murder if you avoid anger (v. 21-26) 
A.  JC referred to the 6th Commandment in Exodus 20:13. 

1.  Murder is different from killing 
a.  Killing is a broader category that includes self-defense, war, 

capital punishment, and accidental death. 
b.  Murder is premeditated, deliberate, & fuel by anger. 

B.  In God’s eyes, anger is as much a sin as murder. 
1.  Jesus describes two ways that people may express their anger. 

a.  The Aramaic term raca probably means “empty head.” 
b.  The term behind “you fool” is moros. (Moron?) 

2.  In either case, the irritated & bitter person is guilty before God. 
C.  The solution to anger is to clear up conflicts as quickly as possible. 

1.  If you go to church to worship and you realize or remember that 
you have an unresolved conflict with your brother or sister in 
Christ, resolve it as quickly as possible. 
a.  It is better to be absent than to let resentment & offense grow. 
b.  This applies to all people, but especially to those who  
c.  You can’t force reconciliation but do what you can. (Rom. 12:18) 

2.  If you are involved in a lawsuit, do whatever you can to settle 
the dispute before it goes to court. 
a.  Take the initiative to settle instead of waiting for the courts.  
b.  There is more at stake than your money or your property. 

• The next area of life comes from the next command in Exodus 20 
II.  You can’t commit adultery if you avoid lust (v. 27-30). 

A.  Adultery is sexual relations outside of the boundaries of marriage 
1.  We have a lot of terms for it today, but they all mean the same thing. 
2.  This applies to the married & unmarried - men and women. 

B.  In God’s eyes, lust is as much a sin as adultery. 
1.  The pres. tense part. refers to a continuous look rather than a passing 

glance.  The problem is not viewing but reviewing in your mind. 
2.  We live in a distracted culture – advertisers, entertainers, & 

communicators will use anything, including lust, to get our attention. 
C.  The solution to lust is to treat the temptation as serious as the sin. 

1.  Jesus describes two decisive ways to deal with temptation. 
a.  Pluck out your right eye if it causes you to stumble. 
b.  Cut it off if your right-hand causes you to stumble. 

2.  Jesus is not recommending self-mutilation, but decisive action. 
a.  If you’re tempted by a situation, remove yourself from that situation. 
b.  If you’re tempted by a particular person, don’t be with that person. 
c.  If you’re tempted by the internet, limit your access. 

3.  To be clear, temptation in itself is not sin, but it is the open door 
that leads to sin, so it’s best not to linger in the doorway. 

 



Conclusion 

• In God’s kingdom, godly living is avoiding sinful actions as well as 
the sinful attitudes that lead to those actions. 
o This applies to murder as well as anger 
o Adultery as well as lust. 

• At this point, you may want to throw your hands up in the air in 
frustration because God’s standards are so high - no one that perfect! 

• That’s why I read v. 48 at the beginning of this message. 
o This verse is a command as well as a promise. 

§ It's a command to live a godly life (see v. 21) 
§ It’s also a promise of help – the God of heaven is willing to 

share His perfection with us. 
• As followers of Christ, we must aim for perfection. 
• We will eventually reach that perfection when we enter into 

our eternal home in heaven. 
• Jesus DTR’d for us – He defined what it means to have a relationship with God in 

the new covenant. 
o The principle of sinful actions and sinful attitudes can be applied to 

many areas of life, but today we’ve focused on just 2. 
o While you may feel alone in your struggles, you are not unique 

because these are pitfalls that plague us all. 
• As I said earlier, I'm not here to judge you but to help you live a godly life. 
• As a result of today’s message, you need to do 3 things: 

o Recognize your need for a Savior  
§ You can’t please God in your own power. 
§ Jesus Christ is God’s Savior and He died for your sins. 

o Realize the connection between your inner attitudes and your actions 
§ In 12:33-37, JC said that words reveal character the same way 

that fruit reveals the character or kind of tree.  
• Your inner attitude affects your outer actions. 
• Your outer actions are a reflection of the inner attitudes. 

§ The principle in view can be applied to any area of life.  
o Repent of your inner attitudes that don’t measure up to godliness.  

§ To repent is to change your direction. 
§ Today we talked about anger and lust, next week we’ll talk about 

casual marriage and honesty. 
• You can respond in 3 ways: 

o In-person by coming down front for prayer during our last song. 
o In writing by turning in your worship response form. 
o In time by meeting one of our pastors after the service or contacting 

them during the week – we are here to help you! 
• Let me close with the 4th Beatitude in Matthew 5:6 before we pray: “Blessed 

are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


