
Kingdom Impact 
Life in God’s Kingdom (Matthew 5:13-16) 

Introduction 

• Last week we started a sermon series on JC’s Sermon on the Mount in Matt.  5-7. 
o The sermon was originally directed at both believers & unbelievers, 

as instruction about & an invitation to the Kingdom of God. 
o Throughout the series we’ll look at what it’s like live as citizens of 

God’s kingdom, with Jesus Christ as our King. 
• Last week, we looked at 8 virtues of a citizen God’s kingdom. 
• Today, we’ll round out those virtues with a pair of familiar metaphors – 

salt & light (show box of salt and the light bulb) 
o These items come from our everyday world. 

§ Salt is used to improve taste also to preserve foods. 
• Whenever I grill, I always have a box of kosher salt and a 

pepper grinder close at hand. 
• A few year ago, Sarah and I tried to” up our parenting game” 

by putting a piece of country ham in Gavin’s stocking. Gavin 
is our adventurous eater so we thought he would enjoy this 
southern treat. If you don’t know, country ham is dry cured in 
salt, rather than being wet cured in brine. Boy was it ever – it 
was the saltiest substance I have ever tasted! 

§ Light is used to illuminate our environment and to navigate safely. 
• I’ve spent a lot of time on the road in the last several weeks. Even 

though we are eager to move to Indy, God has blessed us with a 
very special home in Ashland. There’s nothing quite as warm & 
beautiful driving up our road & seeing our front light on.  

• Without a light, it’s hard to navigate the darkness safety.  
o These word pictures don’t just describe who the follower of Christ 

should be, but how they should interaction with the rest of the world. 
§ As Jesus spoke to crowd on the mountainside all those years ago, he 

already had picture in his mind of what a disciple would look like – as 
in the kind of impact they would make on the people around them. 

§ JC never intended for his kingdom to come through isolation. 
• In Matt. 5:13-16, you & I are urged to shine like a light so that we can 

engage the lost and inspire them to worship. 
• After I read the text for us and pray, I want to show you 3 ways you can 

shine your light in a dark world.  
• As we shine our lights, we participate in the God’s kingdom & expand it. 

 

Body 

I.  Be an agent of preservation in a decaying world (v. 13) 
A.  As we talked about earlier, in the ancient world salt was used to 

improved taste, but mostly to preserve food. 

B.  JC’s original audience would have been very familiar with the way 
salt would slow down the decay of meat. 

C.  Scientifically speaking, salt can never loose its “savor”, but it can 
become diluted if it gets mixed with other substances. 

D.  The Bible tells us that the lost world’s morals will continue to 
decline (2 Tim. 3:1-4) 
1.  Citizens of the kingdom can be agents of preservation when 

they adhere to and live out kingdom values. 
2.  The morals JC has in mind are listed later on in the chapter 5 

(Anger, Lust, Divorce, Dishonest, Retaliation, Hatred). 
3.  When we live according to God’s standards, we serve as an example 

and a corrective to a world rushing towards sin a& selfishness. 
 

II.  Be an agent of illumination in a dark world (v. 14-15). 
A.  Light was hard to come by in the ancient world, in comparison to today. 

1.  Now days, all you have to do is plug your lamp into a socket. 
2.  In JC’s day you had to have oil, a clay lamp, a wick, and a flame. 
3.  Once you got your lamp lit, the last thing you would want to do 

was put it under a basket to block its light. 
B.  Cities could be seen from a distance, but they pale in comparison to 

our modern day city skylines. 
C.  The Bible also tells us that the lost world is a place of spiritual 

darkness (Eph. 5:7-11). 
1.  Citizens of the kingdom can be agents of illumination when they 

live like their king, JC, the true Light of the world (Jo. 8:12, 9:5) 
2.  When we follow JC by faith and pattern our lives after Him, we show 

& share are ray of hope to a world blinded by spiritual darkenss. 
 

III.  Do good works so the world will glorify God (v. 16) 
A.  Christians are never saved by doing good works, but good works are 

essential in sharing salvation with others. (Eph. 2:8-9). 
1.  Good works are external actions that spring from an internal reality. 
2.  Good works create opportunities for evangelism. 

B.  Salt and light are only effective when they come in contact with 
darkness and decay. 
1.  Salt needs to be let out of the saltshaker. 
2.  Light needs to be unleashed on the darkness. 

C.  The problem is that churches often become inward focused over time.   
1.  We need to share our salt & light in the community, not just the church. 
2.  “If your church closed down tomorrow, would anyone in the 

community notice?” – Pastor and author, Robert Lewis 
D.  Sometimes, people notice the good works that are done by the 

church and they are moved to worship. 
 
 
 
 



Conclusion 

• In dark and decaying world, we must shine like lights so that we can 
engage the lost and inspire them to worship. 

• This past year has brought a long list challenging questions and difficult 
situations, especially for the church. One of the most interesting 
situations happened in Grayson, KY, about 30 minutes from where I 
previously pastored. Grayson is small town about 5,000 people. My 
friend Josh Schmidt pastors a church there, FBC Grayson. As racial 
protests were erupting all over the country this past summer, news 
spread that a protest was coming to Grayson. When the day came, Josh 
told me that was like a scene out of movie. The downtown area was full 
of hundreds of protestors and counter-protestors. There were people 
standing on the rooftops dressed in camo, holding assault rifles. There 
were signs, and flags, and guns, and lots of shouting. How did Josh 
know? Because he and some guys from his church were passing out 
cold bottles of water to both sides of the protest, talking to people about 
Jesus. They weren’t protesting, but they were living like salt and light in 
a dark and chaotic situation. I don’t know anyone that made a profession 
of faith in JC that day because of their witness, but I’m sure they made a 
substantial impact for God’s kingdom and their church. 

• As a citizen of God’s kingdom, you must shine like a light so that you 
an engage the lost and inspire them to worship. 
o Maybe you’re here and you’re not a citizen of God’s kingdom, but you 

would like to be… 
o Maybe you’ve joined pledged your allegiance to Christ, but you’ve lost 

your saltiness and your light has become dim… 
o Maybe you’d like to help Northside become more outward-focused… 

• As we close out this sermon, tell God what’s on your heart and then tell 
someone else. 
o When we tell God, we invite Him to move and work in our life. 
o When we tell someone else, we invite them to hold us accountable to 

make a kingdom impact. 
• “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 

and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more 
as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:24-25) 


