
Kingdom Rules 
Life in God’s Kingdom (Matthew 5:17-20) 

Introduction 

o One of the foundational concepts in our country comes right out of 
Scripture - the rule of law. In Romans 13:3-7, we read that human 
government is a gift from God to punish evil & promote public good 
(although imperfectly). The rule of law means that every person is subject 
to the law, including people who make the laws, people who enforce the 
laws, and people who interpret them. Our forefathers understood the 
danger of combining power with human corruption in the public square. 

o I think that’s one of the reasons why the events in Washington D.C. over the past couple 
of weeks have been so disturbing. Representatives of both parties have pressed for 
power in an attempt to hold "other people accountable." The violence, chaos, & 
animosity are a demonstration of how close we are to lawlessness – not the rule of law.  

o But politicians aren’t the only ones squirming under the rule of law. 
We’ve all heard or thought: 
o “Rules get in the way - they are made to be broken.” 
o “Other people need rules, but not me – I’m the expectation.” 
o “Rules are old fashion & outdated – we should pick our own rules” 

• Let me ask you a question: Are there any rules, laws, or commands that 
guide God’s kingdom?   
o The 10 Commandments?  The Mosaic Law? 
o Aren’t those found in the OT?  Does that still apply today? 
o Aren’t we supposed to emphasize grace and love over the Law? 
o What about the “legalists” who check off their lists of rules? 

• A few weeks ago, we started studying the SM in Matthew 5-7.  
o In the SM, JC announced that GK had come to earth (partially). 
o He also called the on-lookers to join the GK while explaining to his 

followers what it takes to live in GK, under His loving authority. 
• In Matthew 5:17-20, JC announces the central idea or thesis for his 

sermon and clarifies his relationship to the OT Law. 
o These 4 verses open the door to understanding the rest of the SM.    
o They also contain help us understanding the OT as a NT follower of JC. 
o In these verses, we learn that God’s kingdom is governed by the 

Law as interpreted by Jesus Christ. 
• As NT followers of JC, you and I cannot afford to discount the OT 

as obsolete or irrelevant. 
• At the same time, we can’t make sense of the OT without looking 

through the lens of the life, ministry, and teaching of JC. 
• To put it in words a Baptist can understand, the Old Testament 

Law is like the Constitution and Bylaws of God's kingdom.  
• Today, I would like to explain JC’s bold declaration by offering 3 ways 

that you can apply it to your life as a follower of Christ. 

Body 

I.  Christ followers must honor the Law (v. 17-18) 
A.  JC addressed concerns that the coming of His kingdom would 

introduce a rival religious system to Judaism. 
B.  “The Law & the Prophets” was a shorthand way of ref to the entire OT. 
C.  Jesus honored the Law by fulfilling it. (how?) 

1.  His realized OT prophecy. 
a.  Matthew goes to great lengths to show that JC was the long-

awaited Messiah – the Christ. 
b.  In the first 4 chapters, Matthew points out that every detail 

of JC’s life and ministry were prophesied in the OT.  
i. He was born of a virgin/called Immanuel (1:22) 
ii. He was born in Bethlehem (2:6) 
iii. He lived in Egypt (2:15) 
iv. There was great sorrow among the Jews (2:18) 
v. He was called a Nazarene (2:23) 
vi. He started his ministered in Capernaum (4:15) 

c.  Matt comments on fulfilled prophesy throughout his Gospel. 
2.  He obeyed the Law perfectly. 

a.  Even though he did not need to be saved, he insisted on 
being baptized (3:15). 

b.  He always did what pleased God and no one could accuse 
him of sin when given the chance (Jo. 8:29, 46). 

c.  He was tempted “in all things” like you and I, but he was 
without any sin (Heb. 4:15). 

3.  He interpreted the Law with authority. 
a.  In the very next verse, He presents a new, authoritative 

interpretation of key OT passages of Scripture.  
b.  When finished, the crowd recognized that he had an 

authority that was above the scribes, the lawyer of JC’s day 
c.  He promised that every "jot & tittle” of the OT would come to pass. 
d.  He is like the legend of a map that makes sense of all the 

signs and symbols that appear on the map. 
II.  Christ followers must keep and teach the Law (v. 19. 

A.  JC tied the success of his followers in the Kingdom of God to their use 
and understanding of God’s Word.  

B.  Many in JC’s day treated the Law lightly. 
1.  They listed, categorized, and prioritized the commands of the Law. 

a.  They were selective in which commands they chose to obey, but 
they also expanded the Law to include 613 specific commands! 

b.  JC rebuked the scribes and Pharisees for tithing on their spices 
while forgetting to live with justice, mercy, and faithfulness. 



2.  They focused on external obedience without internal 
transformation. 

3.  They taught others to treat the Law lightly too. 
C.  God values those who take the Law to heart. 

1.  Citizens of God’s kingdom study God’s Word & follow it. 
2.  They lead others to follow God’s Word as well. 
3.  Instead of thinking “what can I get away with?” mentality, they 

think “how can I be faithful and obedient?” 
D.  At this point, you may be thinking, “How do I do that?” 

III.  Christ followers must have a greater righteousness (v. 20). 
A.  As the Creator of all, there is, God is the one who measures righteousness. 
B.  JC confronted the religious leaders for their lack of righteousness. 

1.  How do the rest of us have a chance - The scribes and Pharisees 
and are the most law conscience people around - ? 

2.  JC was not talking about a quantity, but a quality, not a level, but a 
kind of righteousness.  No one gets into heaven by adding “more.” 

C.  Greater righteousness is borrowed righteousness, not self-righteous.  
1.  JC did not come to call the “righteous,” but the sinner (Matt. 9:13)   
2.  JC gives righteousness to those who hunger and thirst for it (5:6) 

D.  Greater righteousness is inside-out righteous, not outside-in righteousness. 
1.  JC compared the scribes & Pharisees to whitewashed tombs - beautiful 

on the outside, but full of death a& decay on the inside (23:27-28) 
2.  JC said that tax collectors and prostitutes would get into God’s 

kingdom before the religious leaders of his day (21:31-32)! 
 

Conclusion 

• In these verses, we learn that God’s kingdom is governed by the Law 
as interpreted by Jesus Christ. 
o You and I cannot afford to dismiss the OT as God’s authoritative Word. 
o Without the OT, we can't make sense of the Savior or the salvation that 

God sent in His sinless Son, Jesus Christ. 
• You probably have some questions at this point – the original disciples 

certainly did. 
o How do I deal with the obscure passage in the OT? 

§ The commands in the OT are divided into 3 categories: civil, social, & 
moral. The civil & ceremonial are part of the old covenant. (Mk. 7:14-23) 

§ Some OT commands are repeated in the NT & made explicit. 
o How do I access a greater righteousness? 

o “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Cor. 5:21) 

o It’s a trade – we give up our sin in faith & we get his righteousness! 
• We don't need to do away with rules, we need to let them point us to the 

One who fulfilled them perfectly, so we don't have to. Someone who 
welcomes us into God's family of faith! 


